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TAKE-AHOMO-TO-LUNCH  DAY?  THE  BC  HUMAN  RIGHTS  FLAP 

FAGGOTS  AND  DANCER:  WHY  WE  NEED  BETTER  BOOKS 


REVIEWS:  BRYANTS  BOMB-  GERMANY'S  BOOM-WIVES  PREFERRING  WOMEN  PREFERRING... MEN? 


The  pom  squad 
would  like  you  to  have 

a  few  souvenirs. 

The  mail  bag  you  see  here  first  arrived  in  the  office  of  Pink  Triangle  Press  on  the  morning  of  December  30, 1977. 
That  evening,  the  boys  from  Project  P  (the  Ontario  Provincial  Police  pornography  squad)  came  and  took  it  away,  along 
with  eleven  other  cartons  of  subscription  lists,  financial  records  and  unpublished  manuscripts. 

The  police  still  have  most  of  this  material.  They're  holding  on  to  it,  they  say,  for  use  as  possible  evidence  in  a 
re-trial  of  the  Press.  You'll  remember  that  we  were  acquitted  the  first  time  around;  the  police  didn't  introduce  any 
of  this  "evidence"  then,  but  they're  determined  to  keep  trying  us  until  they  get  it  right. 

Sixteen  months  after  the  raid,  however,  this  bag  has  come  back.  The  contents:  33  copies  of  Loving  Man, 
Harvey  Mayes  and  Mark  Freedman's  guide  to  gay  male  lovemaking. 
Pink  Triangle  had  originally  been  charged  with  possession 
of  this  "obscene"  book,  but  was  never  tried  for  it. 


On  the  day  Judge  Sydney  Harris  announced  that 
distributing  The  Body  Politic  was  not  a  crime,  the 
demoralized  Crown  Attorney  dropped  the  charges 
against  Loving  Man.  Two-and-a-half  months  later 
we  got  these  copies  back.  Finally. 

Now  that  we  have  them,  we'd  like  to  press  them 
into  service  in  a  way  we  know  the  boys  at  Pro- 
ject P  will  not  approve:  each  of  these  33  copies 
has  been  inscribed  with  the  tale  of  Its  unusual 
travels  and  with  a  special  note  of  thanks 
from  the  three  defendants  in  Pink  Triangle's 
trial .  The  thanks  go  to  the  next  33  people 
who  donate  $25  or  more  to  the  support 
of  the  very  magazine  Project  P  was 
trying  to  shut  down:  The  Body  Politic. 

We  can't  think  of  a  more  fitting 
way  to  thank  the  boys  for  bring- 
ing them  back. 

If  you'd  like  one  of  these  special 
copies  of  Loving  Man,  send  your 
donation  with  a  note  saying  so  to 
TBP,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto, 
Ontario  M5W 1X9. 

Obviously,  the  supply  is  limited, 
so  act  soon.  Your  support,  past  and 
future,  is  more  than  appreciated 
by  ail  of  us. 

Mind  you,  it's  not  making  the 
porn  squad  very  happy.... 
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Best  little  country:  p  23 


The  tiny,  densely  populated  Netherlands  has  a  strong  tradition 
of  tolerance  for  homosexuals.  But,  while  the  laws  and  social  milieu 
have  made  life  easier  and  government  agencies  have  drawn  gay 
people  into  the  main  stream,  they  have  also  diffused  dissent 
making  "good  burghers  of  us  all." 


The  final  solution...  again:  p  30 

Re-runs  of  the  Reich.  Anita  Bryant  and  spouse  have  a  'new'  plan 
to  rid  the  world  of  homos.  It  includes  hotlines,  counselling  centres 
and,  for  the  really  stubborn,  "ranch  complexes  for  in-depth 
rehabilitation."  The  blueprints  appear  in  their  new  book  At  Any 
Cost.  Michael  Riordon  scrutinizes  in  and  finds  it  "beyond 
criticism." 


-— 


L 


DANCER 
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DANCE 

ANDRr-W  HbiXEKAN 


Fairy-prop  &  agit-tales:  p  26 

Books  as  tools  for  survival  —  do  we  need 
agitprop,  fairy  tales  or  something  more? 
Scott  Tucker  looks  at  Dancer  from  the 
Dance  and  Faggots  and  wonders  just  what  is 
the  excuse  for  art? 

Our  Image:  p  30 

Domination,  dissenting  adults,  wives  who 
love  women,  Ensign  Berg's  navy  blues, 
aesthetera,  etcetera,  etcetera. 


Teaching  sexuality:  p  29 

Initiation  —  we're  so  afraid  of  it 
says  Jane  Rule,  that  we  ignore  it. 
Children  are  taught  table 
manners  but,  sexually,  they're 
left  to  feed  each  other  mudpies. 

Regular  bits... 

Letters,  p4;  Taking  Issue,  p7; 
Editorial,  p8;  Everywoman,  p20; 
The  New  Age,  p21 ;  Between  The 
Lines,  p22;  Monitor,  p35;  Ivory 
Tunnel,  p36;  Classifieds,  p37; 
Community  Page,  p40;  Out  In 
The  City,  p43. 


RCMP  porn  grab:  p  9 

RCMP  across  the  country  have 
been  raiding  homes  and  seizing 
gay  erotica.  They've  done  it  in 
Montreal,  Timmins,  Oshawa, 
Toronto,  Mississauga,  Winnipeg 
and  Saskatoon.  In  each  case 
they've  seized  private 
collections  —  there  has  been  no 
question  of  sale  or  other 
commercial  use  of  the  material. 
What's  happening,  and  what  to 
do  if  they  arrive  at  your  door. 

BC'sbad  joke:  p  15 

Socred-appointed  Human  Rights 
Commissioners  are  like  so  many 
boys  in  a  locker  room  when  it 
comes  to  discussing  gays  and 
women.  BC  activists  hold  a  Pub- 
lic Indignation  Meeting  and  call 
for  resignations. 


Cover  photo:  a  quiet  canal  in  Amsterdam 
with  two  police  agents.  Photo  by  Jules  van 
der  Veldi. 


Take  issue  with  us 


We've  long  admired  the  letters-to-the- 
editor  column  in  Boston's  Gay  Com- 
munity News,  which  has  seen  more  lively 
exchanges  than  are  usually  found  in  our 
letters  pages.  We've  also  admired  that 
newspaper's  regular  column,  "Speaking 
Out,"  in  which  well-developed  positions 
that  aren't  necessarily  the  same  as 
GC/Vs  are  put  forward. 

In  TBP,  the  opinions  of  the  editorial 
collective  are  explicitly  stated  only  in  this 
column  and  in  our  editorials  —  at  least 
officially.  But  it  would  be  naive  for 
us  —  or  for  any  publication  more  coher- 
ent than  your  neighbourhood  super- 
market's bulletin  board  —  to  say  that 
our  general  view  isn't  reflected  in  other 
parts  of  the  magazine.  The  news,  for  ex- 


ample: we  try  to  make  it  accurate  and 
"complete,"  but  the  nature  of  the 
"completeness"  and  the  definition  of 
what  is  news  depends  inevitably  on  what 
we  see  as  key  issues. 

Similarly,  our  columnists  and  feature 
writers  tend  to  reflect,  or  refract,  issues 
we  see  as  important.  We  don't  always 
agree  with  them,  for  sure,  but  we  cannot 
deny  that  we  are  responsible  for  what  we 
print. 

Ken  Popert's  column  in  the  last  issue, 
"Gay  Business:  Its  Interests  and  Ours," 
was  the  subject  of  much  disagreement 
within  the  collective  before  it  was  prim- 
ed, and  drew  some  ire  in  the  Toronto 
community  after  it  appeared.  Some  felt 
that,  through  the  column,  TBP  was  at- 


tacking the  very  defence  of  those  charg- 
ed in  last  December's  Barracks  raid. 

That  wasn't  the  case.  Ken's  opinions 
were  his  own;  we  state  ours  on  page  8. 
But  we  also  saw  this  as  a  fit  occasion  to 
introduce  our  own  equivalent  to  GCATs 
"Speaking  Out."  We  invited  Brent 
Hawkes  of  the  Right  to  Privacy  Com- 
mittee to  write  the  first  "Taking  Issue" 
column,  which  appears  on  page  7. 

"Taking  Issue"  is  meant  as  a  space 
for  contributions  too  extended  to  appear 
as  letters,  for  presentation  of  positions 
with  which  we  might  not  necessarily 
agree.  It's  our  hope  that  they  will  be 
concrete,  specific  and  clear  and  that 
they'll  contribute  to  debates  important 
to  the  gay  community. 

So,  by  all  means,  write  us  letters.  But 
if  your  perspective  requires  more  sp.u  e 
than  a  letter  allows,  perhaps  you  should 
consider  "Taking  Issiu 
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Pickup  &  delivery 


Resistance:  the  predictable  thing 


I  was  surprised  to  read  about  the  reasons 
why  TBP  decided  to  fight  the  appeal  (see 
"This  Issue,"  TBP,  May  1979).  The  ar- 
guments given  for  not  fighting  had  more 
substance  and  logic  than  those  given  for 
going  to  court  again. 

You  say  that  you  cannot  treat  the 
goals  of  your  magazine  as  "a  game"  and 
that  gays  (and  other  oppressed  minor- 
ities) never  get  to  choose  when  we  are 
attacked.  But  by  refusing  to  play  their 
game,  by  refusing  to  accept  their  defin- 
ition of  straight  "community  standards" 
and  their  legalisms,  TBP  would  be 
making  a  real  choice. 

You  are  correct  in  saying  that  histor- 
ically "the  cops,  the  courts  and  the 
government  were  assured  of  a  free  hand 
in  their  dealing  with  us."  It  is  true  that 
all  too  often  we  don't  fight  back.  For 
example,  when  we  are  entrapped,  the 
guardians  of  straight  morality  do  not 
expect  us  to  contest  the  case.  It  seems 
they  can  predict  our  actions. 

Were  the  courts  not  predicting  that 
TBP  would  fight  the  appeal?  Aren't  we 
doing  the  predictable  thing  again?  By 
not  fighting  the  appeal,  by  being 
"impudent,  impish  and  irreverent,"  we 
would  be  doing  what  the  entrapped  gays 
do  when  they  fight  back.  And  that 
would  be  a  genuine  choice. 

I  don't  think  anyone  seriously  ques- 
tioned TBP's  response  to  the  original 
attack,  but  now  it  would  be  a  different 
game.  It  would  be  a  game  where  we 
make  the  rules  ourselves. 

This  does  not  mean  we  could  not  lose; 
chances  are  that  we  would.  Since  I  am 
not  facing  the  possibility  of  fines  or  jail 
sentences,  it  is  relatively  easy  for  me  to 
argue  in  favour  of  walking  away  from 
the  appeal.  However  Ghandi  was  suc- 
cussful,  and  the  Vietnam  war  protesters 
were  successful.  Do  we  have  the  same 
kind  of  courage? 
Joe  Szalai 
Kitchener 


Conferences  cuckoo 

The  harbinger  of  spring  within  the  gay 
community  is  fast  becoming  an  ever 
lengthening  schedule  of  holiday  week- 
end conferences.  And  it  is  truly  cuckoo. 

Our  fledging  group  sent  a  delegation 
of  four  to  the  last  CGRO  conference, 
none  of  whom  stayed  after  the  first  day 
of  aborted  workshops  and  no-shows. 
Not  only  do  we  question  the  "role"  of 
these  conferences  (TBP,  May  1979)  but 
we  are  also  hard  pressed  to  justify  the 
expense  and  effort  expended. 

Next  on  the  agenda  is  Celebration  '79. 
The  last  mailing  from  that  group  asks, 
"Are  we  on  the  right  track?"  Their 
openness  is  admirable.  Their  utter  lack 
of  understanding  of  the  needs  of  a  local 
group  such  as  ours  is  illuminating. 

It  is  not  that  we  aren't  interested  in  the 
tentative  schedule  of  workshops  and 
panels  for  the  Celebration.  A  careful 
review  shows  that  a  majority  of  these 
issues  have  been  discussed  at  one  of  our 
weekly  meetings  over  the  past  rune 
months.  We  are  interested,  but  not 
enthused. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  Canada  is  in 
the  midst  of  a  federal  election.  An  issue 
that  is  conspicuous  because  of  its  nonex- 


istence is  that  of  Sexual  Orientation. 
Our  local  Conservative  and  Liberal  can- 
didates "do  not  have  a  public  policy"  on 
the  issue.  How  do  we  galvanize  the  local 
gay  community  into  making  it  an  issue  if 
they  don't  perceive  it  to  be  relevant  with- 
in the  context  of  a  national  movement? 
The  returns  do  not  seem  to  warrant  the 
effort. 

We  can  convene  meetings  to  discuss 
gay  youth,  grey  gays,  lesbianism,  peer 
counselling,  trade  unions  and  gay  pri- 
soners. And  from  time  to  time  we  do. 
But  what  we  have  difficulty  with  is 
understanding  how  our  efforts  can  con- 
tribute to  either  a  provincial  or  national 
movement. 

We  are  neither  members  of  CGRO 
nor  the  CLGRC.  The  truth  is,  we  would 
rather  deploy  our  limited  resources  on 
tangible  activities  within  the  local  com- 
munity, rather  than  make  donations  to 
other  bodies  that  seemed  obsessed  with 
convening  grandiose  conferences  to  con- 
template issues  that  lie  within  our  range 
of  competence. 

No  doubt,  a  few  people  have  worked 
hard  to  make  Celebration  '79  a  reality. 
One  of  their  major  obstacles  has  been 
apathy  of  groups  such  as  ours.  But 
rather  than  work  harder  to  overcome 
this  apathy,  it  might  have  been  more 
functional  to  examine  the  roots  of  our 
discontent. 
JRC  Thatcher 
Western  Gay  Association 
London,  Ontario 

'50s  abdication 

In  "Reaction,  Redbaiting,  and  Respec- 
tability" (TBP,  Feb  1979),  John 
ryEmilio  does  an  admirable  job  of  de- 
tailing the  political,  social,  and  personal 
bankruptcy  attendant  upon  the  demise 
of  the  initial  radicalism  of  the 
Mattachine  Society. 

Of  course  all  this  sort  of  thing  con- 
tinues to  occur  today.  But  whereas  most 
past  and  current  protestants  would  set 
up  their  own  functional  entity  after  a 
schism,  these  homosexual  pioneers 
abjectly  gave  up.  Why  didn't  Hay, 
Jennings,  Rowland,  Stevens,  Kepner,  et 
al.  build  another  up-front-for-the-1950s 
organization?  Instead  of  going  off  on 
their  own  individual  tangents,  why 
didn't  they  maintain  a  collective  effort 
or  presence  —  if  only  as  a  study  group? 
As  much  as  we  owe  these  foundation 
builders,  and  however  empathetic  to 
their  predicament  we  undoubtedly  are,  I 
think  their  credibilit y  is  somewhat 
lessened  in  the  light  of  their  subsequent 
dropping  out  of  the  struggle  and 
allowing  the  conservatives  to  dominate 
the  "movement." 

How  truly  committed  and  confident 
were  these  people  if  suicide,  alcoholism, 
withdrawal,  bitterness,  and  breakdown 
were  their  individual  legacies,  having 
been  initially  dedicated  to  collective 
efforts  on  behalf  of  an  emerging,  self- 
conscious  gay  community?  Hay  himself 
"never  again  engaged  in  sustained 
organizational  work  in  the  gay  move- 
ment" even  though  the  liberation  of 
homosexuals  remained  his  "overriding 
concern."  Yet  he  was  satisfied  with  his 
role  in  the  lean  years  of  the  '50s  and  '60s 
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The  arbitrary  concept  of  any  person  being 
able  to  decide  what  is  the  "best"  of  "Lesbian 

fiction"  hardly  stems  from 
feminist  principles. 


as  a  homophile  conference  gadfly!  As 
much  as  I  identify  with  his  "visionary" 
outlook,  I  nevertheless  feel  that  he  and 
his  cohorts  abandoned  the  movement  at 
the  time  of  its  greatest  need. 

More  contemporaneously,  I  also 
question  how  correct  his  analysis  of  Gay 
Democratic  Clubs  really  is.  I  feel  his 
criticisms  of  "straight"  politics  are 
rather  gratuitous.  Many  of  us  have  come 
to  a  radical  position  vis  a  vis  gay 
liberation  precisely  through  our  invol- 
vement in  the  collective  struggle  for  gay 
civil  rights.  And  the  quest  for  "the 
chimera' '  of  gay  rights  still  remains  our 
best  opportunity  of  moving  towards  an 
increasingly  supportive  and  aware  gay 
community. 

Those  of  us  who  do  not  find  ourselves 
in  the  mainstream  of  the  movement 
cannot  afford  to  follow  the  example  of 


the  original  Mattachine  activists  and 
involve  ourselves  in  a  modern  version  of 
their  responses  —  pursuing  a  meaning- 
less, anomic  Advocate  lifestyle  on  the 
one  hand  or  indulging  in  the  impotent 
rant ings  and  ravings  of  armchair  revolu- 
tion on  the  other. 

In  the  words  of  Mother  Jones:  "Don't 
mourn,  Organize!" 
John  Meniing 
Oklahoma 

Collective  cut 

Recently  I  was  approached  by  two 
members  of  your  collective  to  illustrate 
the  winning  entry  of  the  Lesbian  fiction 
contest.  I  was  given  to  understand  that 
in  addition  to  providing  the  illustration 
itself,  I  was  to  design  the  layout  of  the 
centrespread  pages. 

However,  when  I  received  a  copy  of 
TBP I  was  quite  angered  to  find  that  the 
layout  of  the  centrespread  bore  little 
resemblance  to  what  I  had  designed.  My 
layout  was  in  the  context  of  the  winning 
entry,  and  the  subsequent  changes  com- 
pletely ruined  the  intent  of  my  graphic. 

My  illustration  and  layout  were  given 
to  TBP  by  5  pm  the  evening  prior  to  the 
paper's  going  to  press,  and  then  ap- 
proved by  your  production  staff. 

I  was  unaware  of  the  changes  made 
until  I  opened  the  paper  several  days 
later.  One  collective  member  informed 
me  at  this  time  that  the  collective  "as  a 
whole  did  not  have  a  feel  for  the  layout" 
and  that  I  had  not  been  notified  of  the 
changes  because  they  occured  at  4  am 
the  day  the  paper  went  to  press. 

Appreciating  that  the  alterations  were 
made  in  the  before-press  flurry,  that  my 
layout  was  completed  the  day  before 
press,  and  that  with  any  graphic  there 
may  be  technical  problems  related  to 


production,  common  courtesy  would 
dictate  that  I  be  notified  by  the  collective 
of  their  decision  as  soon  as  possible,  not 
by  discovering  the  changes  myself.  Al- 
though I  was  told  that  it  was  the  collec- 
tive's will  to  redesign  my  layout,  two  in- 
dividuals apparently  executed  the  chang- 
es on  their  own  initiative. 

These  are  not  merely  the  ravings  of  a 
disgruntled  artiste.  On  several  occasions 
in  the  past  TBP  collective  members  have 
acted  in  an  arbitrary,  hierarchical  and 
decidedly  non-collective  spirit. 

This  paper  professes  a  feminist  con- 
sciousness, but  in  actual  practice  this  is 
hardly  the  truth.  Although  encourage- 
ment for  Lesbian  writers  and  artists  to 
create  and  opportunities  for  publication 
and  recognition  are  badly  needed,  the 
hierarchical  and  arbitrary  concept  of  any 
person  or  persons  being  able  to  decide 
what  is  the  "best"  of  "Lesbian  fiction" 
hardly  stems  from  feminist  principles. 

TBP  frequently  decries  the  lack  of 
Feminist  input  in  its  pages.  Since  other 
Feminists  than  myself  have  had  similar 
experiences  in  their  dealings  with  this 
paper,  this  is  no  great  wonder.  While  I 
would  much  rather  contribute  to  TBP 
than  the  Toronto  Star,  I  shall  in  future 
be  rather  leery  of  TBP  collective's 
motives. 

Fiona  Rattray 
Toronto 

Fiona  Rattray  is  certainly  correct  in  say- 
ing she  should  have  been  informed  of 
the  changes  made  in  her  illustration  long 
before  she  had  occasion  to  discover 
them  by  opening  a  copy  of  the  May 
issue.  We  regret  that  discourtesy  and 
apologize  for  it. 

We  also  admit,  with  some  embarrass- 
ment, that  the  kind  of  confusion  which 
makes  the  apology  necessary  is  all  too 
common  at  TBP.  Fiona  attributes  this  to 
our  failure  to  live  up  to  our  collective 
principles.  In  part  she  is  right,  but  such 
mess-ups  could  as  easily  be  attributed  to 
the  very  lack  of  centralized  control  in- 
herent in  a  collectively  operated  volun- 
teer organization.  We  depend  on  the 
good  will  and  dedication  of  many 
people;  we  have  no  way  to  "force" 
people  to  meet  the  deadlines  that  must 
be  met  if  their  work  is  to  be  given  true 
collective  attention.  Fiona  notes  that  her 
illustration  arrived  at  5  PM  the  day  be- 
fore press;  it  had  been  requested  long  be- 
fore that.  We  would  like  to  have  had 
more  time  to  discuss  the  design  with  her, 
to  make  her  aware  of  collective  critic- 
isms and  to  allow  further  work.  We 
didn  't  have  that  time,  just  as,  all  too 
often,  we  have  not  had  it  before  with 
other  writers  and  artists,  both  men  and 
women. 

Fiona  has  every  right  to  be  angry  at 
what  happened  and,  again,  we're  sorry 
that  it  did.  But  we  also  feel  it  'sfair  to 
point  out  that  collective  responsibility 
cuts  two  ways. 

The  Collective 


Diddle  panic 

I'm  distressed  and  surprised  by  the  de- 
gree of  panic  displayed  in  many  of  the 
letters  from  gays  protesting  the  men- 
and-boys  article.  Instead  of  a  dispassion- 
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265  queen  street  east,  toronto  Canada  M5A  1S6 
hours:  tues-sat  10-6,  call  daniel  stroud  at  861-1851 


V^Oll  lUllvwa   are  you  having  problems 
integrating  sexuality  and  spirituality? 

*J  lyilllyisa  Social,  Educational  and  spiritual 
organization  for  uay  Catholics  and  their  friends,  working 
within  the  Church  for  change,  acceptance  and  justice. 


Dignity 


believes  that  gays  can  express 
their  sexuality  in  a  manner  that  is  consonant  with 
Christ's  teaching.  Write  for  free,  confidential  information: 

Dignity/Canada/ Dignite,  P.O.  Box  1492,  Station  T, 
Calgary,  Alberta  T2H  2H7.  Phone  (403)  282-0574 
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TBP  is  terrific,  but  I'm  going  to  be  worried  if 
I'm  told  that  you're  looking  more  at  people's 
sexuality  than  their  ideas. 
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Not  happy  with  your 
living  arrangements? 

Looking  for  a  self-contained  room? 
Find  that  apartment  lonely? 


Parliament  Street 

Fully  self-contained  bachelorettes 

Private  balhroom 

Fridge,  stove  and  sink  in  each  unit 

Nine  units  fully  renovated 

with  modern  furnishings 

At  Wellesley,  minutes  from  Yonge 

Start  at  $43  per  week 


Victor  Avenue 

Stove,  fridge  and  sink  in  each  room 

Free  use  of  washer  and  dryer 

Steps  from  Broadview,  two  blocks 

north  of  Gerrard 

1 1  units  —  start  at  $32  per  week 


Tourist  accomodation 
by  the  night  or  weekly 


Call  Don  (465-3287),  Bob  (465-8919) 
or  Ron  (928-9009) 


ate  discussion  of  the  issue,  such  people 
as  Mr  Philips  (Letters,  TBP  No.51)  are 
hurling  at  pedophiles  the  kind  of  mind- 
less hate  propaganda  that  Claire  Hoy 
hurls  at  homosexuals  of  whatever  stripe. 
Where  did  he  find  a  "demand  to  diddle 
little  toddlers  and  infants?"  What  men- 
tality governed  the  choice  of  the  word 
"diddle?"  Calling  something  an  ugly 
name  does  not  make  it  ugly.  I'm  distres- 
sed that  many  gays,  of  all  people,  have 
not  yet  realized  that  banal  truth. 

I  applaud  the  courage  and  honesty  of 
The  Body  Politic  in  printing  the  article. 
As  regards  the  morality  of  having  sex 
with  kids,  I  would  like  to  suggest  that  it 
may  be  a  bad  idea  to  have  sex  with  some- 
one over  whom  you  wield  authority,  eg, 
teachers  with  students,  particularly 
when  that  authority  is  conferred  by  the 
state.  But  it  is  ridiculous  to  assert  that  all 
sexual  activity  between  older  men  and 
boys  is  inherently  evil.  And,  if  it  is 
wrong  for  a  teacher  to  have  sex  with  his 
students,  it  is  certainly  not  wrong  to 
experience  and  acknowledge  the  desire. 
One  needn't  be  ashamed  of  lust  in  order 
to  understand  that  it  may  not  always  be 
wise  to  translate  lust  into  action. 

I  regret  deeply  that  I  have  to  ask  you 
to  withhold  my  name. 

Name  withheld 
Montreal 


Better  Bell  than  Bette 

Writer  and  activist  Maida  Tilchen,  who 
lives  in  Bloomington,  Indiana,  recently 
submitted  an  interview  with  DrAlan 
Bell  for  publication  in  TBP.  The  group 
delegated  to  select  features  rejected  the 
submission  and  wrote  Maida  explaining 
its  reasons.  She  has  written  us  back  with 
the  request  that  we  publish  our  letter  of 
rejection  and  her  response  to  it  in  order 
to  find  out  how  TBP's  readers  might  feel 
about  the  issue. 

In  our  letter  to  Maida,  we  wrote: 
' '  Your  diligence  and  effort  were  much 
appreciated,  but  we  felt  some  reserva- 
tions at  the  prospect  of  doing  a  major 
piece  on  Dr  Bell.  His  work  is  important 
and  positive  (on  the  whole,  though  crit- 
icisms can  be  made,  as  Michael  Lynch 
pointed  out  in  his  review  in  TBP,  Oct 
1978),  but  we  feel  that  it  is  more  impor- 
tant for  us  to  celebrate  gay  people 's  own 
efforts  rather  than  those  of  even  the 
most  sympathetic  heterosexuals.  This  is 
especially  the  case  when  the  subject  at 
hand  is  the  study  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men;  it's  important  that  we  emphasize 
the  need  for  us  to  define  ourselves.  We 
would  have  less  trouble  with  an  analysis 
by  a  heterosexual  of  heterosexuality, 
especially  if  its  conclusions  helped  rein- 
force our  struggle. 

This  is  not  meant  as  a  criticism  either 
ofDr  Bell  or  of  the  interview,  but  as  an 
explanation  of  how  we  decide  what  is 
most  important  for  TBP  to  print. " 

Maida  Tilchen 's  response  follows: 
This  letter  is  not  intended  to  be  a  con- 
frontation or  sour  grapes  or  anything 
like  that,  but  just  an  attempt  to  express 
my  reaction  to  your  rejection  of  my  in- 
terview with  Dr  Alan  Bell.  There  are  two 
reasons  why  I  think  you  should  run  the 
piece: 

1 .  It  gives  Dr  Bell  an  opportunity  to 


reply  to  the  criticisms  of  his  work  that 
have  appeared  in  TBP  and  Gay  Com- 
munity News.  It's  true  he  could  write  a 
letter,  but  at  the  time  I  interviewed  him 
he  hadn't  seen  either  of  the  critical  re- 
views, so  I  took  that  opportunity  to  get 
his  reaction.  In  editing  my  interview  I 
focussed  on  this  topic.  I  wasn't  inter- 
ested in  doing  something  like  People 
magazine  did,  asking  Alan  to  explain 
gays  to  straights;  rather,  I  was  concerned 
with  the  feelings  of  radical  gays  about 
his  work. 

2.  Closely  related  to  this  is  the  whole 
issue  of  straights  who  are  sympathetic  to 
the  gay  movement.  I  don't  think  its  very 
reinforcing  to  Alan  Bell  to  think  that 
People  magazine  wants  to  know  his 
opinions,  but  that  political  gay  people 
all  over  the  world  who  read  TBP  don't. 
I  think  I'm  particularly  upset  about  this 
discriminatory  policy  of  yours  because 
Dr  Alfred  Kinsey  is  a  great  hero  of  mine, 
and  I  hate  to  think  that  if  he  were  alive, 
I'd  have  to  plunk  my  $1 .25  down  to  the 
Time-Life  Corporation  to  read  about 
him.  The  same  goes  for  Dr  Evelyn 
Hooker  and  Shere  Hite  (well,  I'm  not 
sure  that  either  is  a  hero  of  mine,  but  I'd 
still  like  to  feel  they  weren't  being  cut 
out  of  TBP  because  of  their  sexuality.) 

The  position  of  straights  in  the  gay 
movement;  the  position  of  males  in  the 
feminist  movement;  of  gay  men  in  the 
lesbian  movement;  of  whites  in  the  black 
movement;  of  the  middle-class  in  the 
third- world  movement:  what  are  all 
these  boxes  for  and  when  will  we  see  an 
end  to  them?  I  don't  believe  in  the  idea 
of  a  necessary  period  of  separatism  in 
liberation  movements:  if  your 
consciousness  is  raised  enough  to  be  in  a 
liberation  movement,  then  you  should 
be  an  open,  strong  and  tolerant  person. 
I  acknowledge  that  there  is  a  difference 
between  straight  people  and  gay  people, 
but  there  is  also  a  difference  between 
some  straight  people  who  believe  in  us 
and  are  trying  to  help  us,  and  straight 
people  who  hate  us. 

I  don't  send  my  work  to  magazines 
that  do  interviews  with  "sympathetic" 
straights  that  do  offend  me  (I'm  think- 
ing of  one  in  the  Advocate  where  some 
movie  star  like  Debbie  Reynolds  talked 
about  her  friend  the  gay  florist).  I  write 
for  magazines  with  politics  I  mostly 
agree  with.  TBP  is  terrific,  but  I'm  going 
to  be  worried  if  I  am  told  that  your 
editors  are  looking  more  at  people's  sex- 
uality than  at  their  ideas.  If  straight 
friends  of  mine  were  reading  gay /lesbian 
magazines,  I'd  rather  they  see  Dr  Alan 
Bell  as  a  role  model  than  Bette  Middler. 

Where  does  a  scholar  like  Dr  Bell  fit 
in,  who  wants  to  know  more  about  gay 
people  and  wants  to  let  the  world  know 
the  results  of  his  study?  I  agree,  it  is  best 
for  us  to  define  ourselves,  but  does 
sexuality  invalidate  one's  research  capa- 
bilities? 
Maida  Tilchen 
Bloomington,  Indiana 


Got  something  to  say? 

The  Body  Politic  welcomes  your 

letters.  Send  them  to  us  at: 

TBP.  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto 

Ontario  M5W 1X9. 
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Takinglssue 


Column  outrageous,  poorly  researched 


The  Reverend  Brent  L  Hawkes  is  pastor 
of  Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Toronto,  and  a  member  of  the  steering 
committee  of  both  the  Committee  to  De- 
fend John  Damien  and  the  Right  to  Pri- 
vacy Committee.  The  following  com- 
mentary was  a  written  response  to  a  re- 
quest from  the  Body  Politic  Collective. 

I'm  not  usually  in  the  habit  of  writing 
letters  protesting  to  editors.  The  idea  of 
responding  to  every  article  I  dislike  in 
the  gay  press  is  especially  repugnant  to 
me.  But  occasionally  there  arise  in  print 
some  particularly  offensive  articles  — 
such  as  the  recent  one  in  the  police  mag- 
azine, News  and  Views,  attacking  gays 
and  other  minorities,  and  such  as  the  ar- 
ticle by  Ken  Popert  ("Gay  business  — its 
interests,  and  ours")  in  the  last  issue  of 
The  Body  Politic  —  which  are  so  out- 
rageous and  poorly  researched  that  I  feel 
compelled  to  accept  the  Body  Politic 
Collective's  invitation  to  respond. 

I'm  amazed  that  an  article  so  full  of 
inaccuracies  attacking  a  Defence  com- 
mittee would  ever  see  print  in  TBP.  One. 
assumes  that  every  newspaper  would 


Rev  Brent  Hawkes 


exercise  at  least  a  small  amount  of  re- 
sponsibility by  checking  into  the  facts  as 
they  stand.  For  instance,  one  would  ex- 
pect that,  //gay  business  was  attempting 
to  use  the  Right  to  Privacy  Committee 
as  its  vehicle  to  take  over  the  leadership 
of  the  gay  movement,  gay  business 
would  then  participate  actively  and  regu- 
larly in  the  meetings  of  the  committee. 
But  the  fact  is  that  the  Lambda  Business 
Council  member  (of  the  committee)  mis- 
sed a  substantial  number  of  meetings  — 
not  exactly  a  "take-it-over"  strategy. 
Where,  I  ask,  does  Ken  Popert  get  the 
idea  that  the  committee  is  being  used  as 
a  vehicle  for  gay  business? 

As  a  member  of  the  Right  to  Privacy 
Committee,  I  particularly  object  to  the 
method  used  by  the  columnist  to  attack 
gay  business.  At  least  indirectly,  he  has 
discredited  a  defence  committee  with  his 
clouding  of  the  issues.  We  were  commis- 
sioned by  a  public  meeting  of  the  gay 
community  at  large  to  raise  funds  and 
co-ordinate  a  defence  for  those  arrested 
in  the  Barracks  raid.  To  imply  that  we 
are  a  front  for  gay  business  could  be 
damaging  to  those  efforts.  If  gay  busi- 
ness is  an  issue,  then  please  deal  with 
that  issue  without  casting  doubts  on  the 
credibility  of  a  committee  which  is  part 
of  the  gay  movement. 

Ken  himself  recognizes  that  there 
seems  to  be  a  vacuum  of  leadership  in 
the  gay  community  and  it  was  specifical- 
ly during  a  period  of  vacuum  that  the 
Barracks  case  arose.  I  trust  he  recalls 
that  it  was  the  Body  Politic  Collective 
itself  that  first  initiated  a  set  of  meetings 
which  led  to  the  eventual  establishment 


of  the  Right  to  Privacy  Committee.  Re- 
calling this  fact,  would  he  now  say  that 
since  TBP  stepped  into  that  vacuum,  it 
too,  attempted  to  use  the  Barracks  case 
as  a  vehicle  to  take  over  the  leadership  of 
the  gay  community?  I  doubt  that  he 
would  make  that  assertion.  Then  why 
the  double  standard?  Is  he  complaining 
that  his  fingers  weren't  in  the  pie?  I 
would  hope  that  any  one  element  of  the 
gay  movement  (and  especially  the  gay 
press)  is  mature  enough  not  to  become 
upset  when  another  element  carries  the 
ball  for  a  while  on  a  particular  issue. 

Surely,  it's  going  to  take  a  concerted 
effort  by  many  different  people,  in 
many  different  organizations  to  achieve 
all  those  things  that  we  have  to  achieve, 
and  to  react  to  all  of  the  attacks  we  face. 
The  gay  press  should  be  encouraging  all 
of  the  various  elements  to  get  involved 
and  to  do  their  part  to  reach  our  goals. 
Support  —  and  not  attacks  —  will  build 
this  movement. 

The  most  blatant  illustrations  that 
Ken  has  really  lost  touch  with  "ordinary 
gays,"  as  he  put>  it,  are  in  his  statement: 
"Most  gays  have  little  good  to  say  about 
cops....  police  harrassment  is  probably 
the  most  commonly  experienced  form  of 
gay  oppression."  It  has  been  my  exper- 
ience that  "most  gays"  feel  that  the 
police  are  doing  an  OK  job.  And  this  is 
specifically  one  of  our  challenges:  the 
movement  must  raise  the  consciousness 
of  both  gay  and  straight  to  the  fact  of 
police  harassment,  and  to  the  depth  and 
frequency  of  its  occurrence.  I  feel  that 
the  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  has 
done  an  excellent  job  of  raising  this  is- 
sue —  the  issue  of  police  attitudes  to- 
wards the  gay  community.  It  is  through 
more  of  this  kind  of  work  that  gay 
people  will  become  aware  of  this  element 
of  our  oppression. 

Why  Ken  would  say  that  "police  har- 
assment is  probably  the  most  commonly 
experienced  form  of  gay  oppression"  is 
beyond  me.  I  believe  that  most  gay 
people  have  never  experienced  police 
harassment  as  a  form  of  gay  oppression . 
But  they  have  experienced  the  oppres- 
sion of  governments  which  won't  change 
discriminatory  laws,  the  oppression  of 
schools  which  inaccurately  portray  or  ig- 
nore our  existence,  the  oppression  of 
those  religious  institutions  which  still 
continue  to  ostracize  and  condemn  us, 
and  the  genera)  oppression  from  a  soci- 
ety which  refuses  to  deal  with  us  truth- 
fully and  fairly.  These  are,  by  far,  the 
more  commonly  experienced  forms  of 
gay  oppression. 

Ken's  closing  four  paragraphs  empha- 
size the  threat  to  the  gay  community 
which  would  arise  should  gay  business 
people  become  "the  dominant  or  only 
leaders  of  gay  people."  I  would  suggest 
that  the  movement  is  weaker  if  any  one 
particular  element  becomes  dominant, 
whether  that  be  the  political  left,  the  gay 
religious  groups,  the  gay  press,  or 
whoever.  At  the  same  time,  by  discour- 
aging any  one  element  from  participat- 
ing —  as  Ken's  column  tends  to  do  — 
we  also  harm  the  gay  movement. 

The  Body  Politic  deserves  better  jour- 
nalism than  that  exhibited  in  Ken's  col- 
umn. I'm  encouraged  by  the  fact  that 
the  Collective  invited  a  response.  Better 
days  arc  ahead 
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Will  be  open  seven  days  a  week 
from  May  28 

New  hours: 

Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday, 

Noon  to  1:00  a.m. 

Friday, 

Noon  to  2:30  a.m. 

Saturday, 

5:00  p.m.  to  2:30  a.m. 

Sunday, 

Brunch,  noon  to  4:00  p.m. 

Dinner,  5:00  p.m.  to  10  p.m. 

Light  menu  after  1 1 :00  p.m. 
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"CALENDAR 


Monthly  events  include  a  dance, 

a  married  men's  group,  a  youth  group, 

general  meetings  and  special  events 

like  hiking. 

For  more  information,  call 

Gayline  West:  791-6974,  7:30  to  10:30  weeknights. 

GEM,  P.O.  Box  62,  Brampton,  Ontario 


VILLAGE  WEAVER 


YARNS 

LARGEST  COLLECTION  OF 

WEAVING  MATERIALS 

FANCY  KNITTING  AND 

CROCHET YARNS 

WOOLS  COTTONS  SILKS 

ALPACA  ANGORA  MOHAIR 

HANDWEAVING  CLASSES 

LE  CLERC  LOOMS 

MAIL  ORDER  SAMPLE  CARDS  $2.00 

551  CHURCH  STREET  (AT  WELLESLEY) 

TORONTO  •  964-0436 


Editorial 


Divergent  interests,  a  common  task 
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The  raid  on  the  Barracks  Baths  in  Toronto  last  December  produced  an  immediate 
response  from  this  city's  gay  community.  The  police  attack  awoke  an  activism 
among  gay  people  who  had  previously  shown  only  peripheral  interest  in  the 
"politicking"  associated  with  the  organized  gay  liberation  movement. 

The  raid  also  produced  a  new  unity  among  groups  here.  For  the  first  time  in 
years,  movement  leaders  and  gay  businesspeople  were  doing  something  other  than 
sniping  at  each  other.  They  were  working  seriously  and  effectively  together  to 
organize  a  response  to  both  heavy-handed  police  tactics  and  laws  which  single  gay 
people  out  for  harassment. 

In  spite  of  longstanding  differences,  on  this  issue  the  two  groups  had  a  common 
goal  and  a  common  enemy.  That  is  a  basis  for  unity. 

Those  two  groups  meet  on  the  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  —  the  organization 
mobilizing  for  the  defence  of  those  charged  in  the  case.  The  committee  has  preserved 
that  unity,  and  found  a  common  denominator  among  the  three  legitimate  interests 
represented  in  the  case:  gay  business  which  wants  the  right  to  operate  its 
establishments  without  police  harassment,  the  found-ins  who  seek  the  dropping  of 
the  unjust  charges  against  them,  and  the  organized  movement  which  wants  to  use 
this  example  of  injustice  to  build  a  stronger  community  —  a  community  strong 
enough  to  prevent  such  abuse  from  ever  happening  again. 

The  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  binds  these  interests  together  for  a  common 
political  task.  It  is  representative  of  all  those  concerned. 

The  issues  in  this  case  are  important  to  all  of  us.  The  Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  Coalition  (CLGRC)  has  repeatedly  called  for  the  repeal  of  the  vague  bawdy 
house  laws.  That  demand  is  part  of  the  CLGRC  programme  because  those  laws 
threaten  many  more  people  than  the  men  who  go  to  the  baths.  Any  place  where  the 
police  think  "indecent  acts"  go  on  can  be  hit.  That  could  mean  hotels,  bars  —  or 
even  our  homes.  And  while  the  definition  of  "indecent  act"  is,  finally,  determined 
by  the  courts,  the  selective  enforcement  of  the  bawdy  house  laws  is  up  to  —  you 
guessed  it  —  the  police. 

This  struggle  is  also  important  to  feminists.  The  bawdy  house  laws  are  often  used 
to  arrest  and  harass  prostitutes  —  although  it  rarely  sweeps  up  their  customers.  The 
Right  to  Privacy  Committee  has  not  taken  up  the  question  of  prostitution  on  the 
grounds  that  no  prostitution  is  involved  in  the  baths,  but  it  is  clear  that  in  this 
struggle  feminists  and  gay  men  have  at  least  a  common  enemy. 

In  its  latest  flyer,  the  committee  demands  the  dismissal  of  Staff  Sergeant  Gary 
Donovan,  the  police  officer  who  unilaterally  informed  the  employers  of  the  teachers 
charged;  demands  that  the  police  department  institute  a  clear  policy  on  the  issue  of 
"tattle-tale"  cops,  that  all  charges  against  the  found-ins  and  owners  be  dropped,  and 
that  the  Criminal  Code  not  be  used  to  prosecute  acts  between  consenting  adults. 

These  do  not  constitute  a  complete  programme  for  gay  liberation.  They  were  never 
intended  as  such.  But  they  do  represent  the  solid  agreement  of  all  those  concerned  as 
to  how  to  defend  the  accused  in  a  specific  case.  They  are  demands  we  can  all 
support. 

There  will  always  be  differences  among  the  varied  sectors  of  our 
community  —  differences  we  cannot  afford  to  overlook.  But  we  should  also  not 
overlook  opportunities  for  unity.  Opportunities  which  allow  us  to  work  together  for 
our  common  interests  in  spite  of  disagreements  on  other  issues. 

The  Barracks  case  is  one  such  opportunity.  The  Right  to  Privacy  Committee 
deserves  our  community's  support.  □ 
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Porn  raids  sweep  country 


Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police 
(RCMP)  officers  have  been  raiding  the 
homes  of  gay  men  across  Canada  over 
the  last  couple  of  months,  presenting 
search  warrants  and  catch-all  writs  of 
assistance  as  their  authority  to  ransack 
apartments  and  seize  pornography 
collections. 

The  Body  Politic,  in  response  to  a 
story  in  its  May  1979  issue,  has  received 
complaints  and  inquiries  about  similar 
raids  from  men  living  in  Montreal, 
Timmins,  Oshawa,  Toronto, 
Mississauga,  Winnipeg  and  Saskatoon. 
All  raids  have  involved  RCMP  seizures 
of  private  collections  of  gay  male 
pornography.  There  has  been  no 
question  of  sale  or  other  commercial  use 
of  the  material.  RCMP  officers  in 
Toronto  so  far  have  refused  comment 
or  explanation  on  any  of  the  raids. 

Real  Breux,  a  Timmins  nursing 
assistant,  had  a  follow-up  visit  May  8  by 
the  local  RCMP  detachment  in  his 
Northern  Ontario  home  town.  On  an 
earlier  raid  (TBP,  May),  officers  had 
seized  hundreds  of  articles  comprising 
Breux' s  entire  15-year  collection  of 
material.  On  the  second  visit,  an  angry 
Breux  refused  to  let  the  police  into  his 
house  but  talked  to  them  in  his  front 
yard.  They  advised  him  they  had  come 
for  three  films  which  they  believed  he 
had  not  given  them  at  the  time  of  the 
first  raid,  and  said  they  would  get  a 
search  warrant  if  he  didn't  give  the  films 
to  them. 

Breux  said  he  no  longer  had  the  films, 
and,  when  the  police  left,  arranged  for  a 
friend  to  keep  them  for  him.  Two  days 
later  the  friend's  house  was  raided  and 
the  films  seized,  leading  Breux  to  suspect 
his  telephone  was  tapped. 

Later  that  day  the  police  walked  into 
Breux's  living  room  and  began  to 


Classified  traced, 
Ajax  man  charged 

TORONTO  —  Metro  police  have  used  a 
Body  Politic  classified  ad  to  trace  an 
Ajax  Ontario  man  in  order  to  charge 
him  with  possession  and  distribution  of 
obscene  material. 

The  suburban  home  of  James 
Reginald  Stewart  was  raided  May  10  by 

the  Intelligence  Bureau  of  the  Toronto 
Metro  Police.  The  hour-long  search 
netted  the  police  60  magazines,  2  films 
and  mailing  lists  of  customers. 

Information  released  by  the  police  to 
the  media  the  next  day  stressed  that 
much  of  the  material  was  "kiddie  porn" 
and  that  it  had  been  advertised  in  TBP. 
Most  radio  stations  repeated  the 
connection  without  attempting  to  verify 
it  with  TBP. 

The  text  of  the  ad  ran  as  follows: 
"European,  Canadian,  American 
magazines,  pictorials,  etc.  Now  clearing 
our  entire  stock  at  savings  of  up  to  50% . 
Write:  Ajax  Driver,  PO  Box  1215, 
Studio  City,  California  91604,  USA.  All 
Canadian  orders  shipped  from 
Canada." 

TBP  contacted  Stewart  at  his  home  in 
Ajax.  He  claimed  that  he  had  bought  a 
collection  of  gay  and  straight  erotic 
material  some  time  ago.  He  got  rid  of 


threaten  him  with  the  loss  of  his  job  and 
with  criminal  charges.  However,  the 
RCMP  said  that  if  Breux  gave  them 
names  and  addresses  of  friends  who 
were  gay,  no  charges  would  be  laid 
against  Breux.  The  police  were 
particularly  interested  in  getting  names 
of  high-ranking  people,  such  as 
politicians,  businessmen  and  town  of- 
ficials. 

Breux  now  feels  that  the  RCMP  are 
"the  worst  people  on  the  face  of  this 
earth.  They  have  a  real  grudge  against 
gay  people  —  they  hate  us  worse  than 
drug  pushers.  We  have  no  civil  rights  at 
all  in  this  country  and  we  should  begin 
to  demand  them." 

A  gay  man  in  Oshawa  was  visited  near 
the  end  of  April  by  RCMP  officers, 
searching  for  pornography  from 
Falcon,  a  San  Francisco  film  distributor. 

Several  gay  men  in  one  Toronto 
apartment  building  were  raided  in  the 
week  of  May  14.  RCMP  officers  with 
search  warrants  asked  the  building 
superintendent  to  admit  them  to 
apartments  from  which  the  occupant 
was  absent. 

In  this  set  of  raids  the  police  were 
looking  for  material  from  Ail-American 
Studios,  also  in  San  Francisco.  They 
searched  apartments  very  carefully, 
telling  the  occupants  their  names  were 
on  the  mailing  lists  of  certain  American 
porno  distributors.  Mandate,  Play  guy 
and  similar  magazines  were  noted  but 
not  seized,  TBP  was  told. 

Karsten  Kossmann,  active  in 
Toronto's  gay  community  with  Tri-Aid 
House,  was  visited  May  17  by  an  RCMP 
district  supervisor  looking  for  material 
from  Brentwood,  All- American  and 
Falcon  distributors.  The  officer  claimed 
that  the  RCMP  was  trying  to  help  the 
FBI  prove  that  pornography  was 


the  straight  material  among  his  friends, 
and  since  he  had  no  contacts  in  the  gay 
community,  placed  an  ad  in  The  Body 
Politic. 

Stewart  denied  that  the  material  was 
"kiddie  porn"  and  claimed  that  most  of 
it  was  "available  in  bookstores  in 
Toronto." 

"The  way  in  which  the  police  tried  to 
push  the  connection  between  TBP  and 
a  so-called  porno  raid  is  pretty 
transparent,"  said  Robin  Hardy,  TBP's 
classified  ad  coordinator.  "It's  another 
attempt  to  discredit  us  as  a  sleazy  sex 
mag  that  accepts  any  kind  of  illegal 
advertising." 

"In  fact,  our  advertising  policy  on 
such  ads  appears  to  be  similar  to  that  of 
the  Toronto  Star  and  the  Globe  and 
Mail,"  he  added.  "As  an  experiment, 
we  placed  an  almost  identical  ad  in  the 
classified  sections  of  both  papers.  It  was 
accepted  without  any  problem.  The  Star 
even  called  to  see  if  we  wanted  to 
advertise  again." 

"I  don't  see  why  we  wouldn't  release 
that  information  to  the  press,"  said  Staff 
Sgt  Farghar  of  the  Intelligence  Bureau. 
"Some  responsibility  has  to  be  taken  by 
the  newspaper  for  publishing  the  ad." 

The  Intelligence  Bureau's  prime 
function  is  the  investigation  of 
organized  crime.  □ 
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crossing  state  lines. 

Kossmann  refused  the  officer  access 
to  anything  he  might  have  in  his 
possession,  saying  that  RCMP  priorities 
were  mixed  up,  that  the  raids  were 
nothing  more  than  harassment  of  gays. 
The  officer  left  empty-handed,  appar- 
ently quite  surprised  to  be  challenged 
and  to  have  run  into  a  "movement"  per- 
son. The  officer  did  not  have  a  war- 
rant. 

Stanton  Hoffman,  an  American 
teaching  English  at  Concordia 
University  in  Montreal,  was  raided  by 
RCMP  on  April  26.  Two  officers  with  a 
writ  of  assistance  claimed  Hoffman's 
name  appeared  on  the  mailing  list  of  a 
firm  being  investigated  in  California. 
They  then  systematically  searched 
Hoffman's  apartment,  seizing  his  entire 
20-year  collection  of  gay  male 
pornography. 

Hoffman  told  TBP  the  officers  were 
looking  for  material  from  Brentwood, 
Falcon,  and  All-American  Studios. 
"All- American  was  investigated  by  the 
San  Francisco  District  Attorney's  office 
a  year  ago,  and  cleared.  They  were  then 
raided  by  the  San  Francisco  police  and 
cleared  again.  So  what's  going  on 
now?" 

Hoffman  said  that  All-American 
Studios  had  had  their  mailing  list 
mysteriously  stolen  a  year  ago,  probably 
explaining  how  the  FBI  and  RCMP 
appear  to  have  obtained  possession  of  it. 

In  common  with  several  of  the  other 
incidents,  officers  told  Hoffman  the 
private  possession  of  pornography  is 
illegal,  which  is  not  true,  and  that  he 
could  be  fined  for  having  the  material. 
The  officers  appeared  to  be  confusing 
possession  of  pornography  with  illegal 
importation  of  the  material,  which  is 
illegal  and  can  be  the  subject  of 
prosecution. 

"The  police  read  my  personal  mail, 
letters  from  friends  and  everything," 
said  Hoffman,  "and  when  I  protested 
they  told  me  to  sit  still  and  not  bother 
them,  and  if  I  did  not,  they  would  really 
give  my  apartment  a  working  over  and 
would  find  something  to  charge  me 
with.  I  took  this  as  a  threat  to  wreck  my 
apartment  and  plant  drugs  on  me." 

Gay  activist  Sterling  Demchinsky 
received  a  call  from  three  RCMP 
officers  with  a  search  warrant  in 
Saskatoon  April  26,  just  after  a  moving 
van  had  left  to  take  all  his  belongings  to 


Winnipeg. 

The  police  found  only  an  empty 
apartment,  but  a  week  later,  on  May  2, 
Winnipeg  RCMP  visited  Demchinsky  at 
his  new  apartment.  Brandishing  a  writ  of 
assistance  this  time,  two  officers 
searched  his  apartment  and  seized  a 
small  quantity  of  pornography,  saying 
the  books  were  on  a  list  of  prohibited 
materials  that  had  been  banned  from  the 
country.  They  gave  him  a  receipt  for  the 
books  and  told  Demchinsky  that  if  he 
was  unhappy  he  could  take  them  to 
court. 

"It's  hardly  worth  it  in  my  case,  for  $8 
worth  of  books,"  Demchinsky  told 
TBP,  "but  it's  the  principle  of  the  thing. 
You  don't  see  them  raiding  straight 
people's  houses." 

Other  gay  men  not  willing  to  have 
their  names  appear  in  TBP  have  been 
raided  by  the  RCMP  on  porno  searches 
in  recent  weeks  but  TBP  is  unaware  of 
the  full  extent  of  these  raids. 

We  are  interested  in  documenting 
cases  of  this  kind,  and  ask  that  readers 
knowing  of  similar  occurrences  write  to 
Paul  Trollope  at  TBP.  All  information 
will  be  kept  confidential  unless  its  release 
is  specifically  authorized  by  the  person 
supplying  it. 

Paul  Trollope 


If  the  cops  come.  . 

Individuals  anticipating  RCMP  visits 
should  be  advised  that  a  search 
warrant,  to  be  valid,  must  be  signed 
by  a  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
must  authorize  searching  of  a 
specifically  named  person's  premises 
at  a  specific  address  on  a  given  date. 
If  it  does  not  include  these  details  it  is 
of  no  effect  and  can  be  ignored. 

A  writ  of  assistance  is  a  different 
document.  It  authorizes  the  RCMP 
officer  to  search  any  premises  at  any 
time,  using  force  if  necessary,  and 
seize  anything  found  relevant  to  the 
act  under  which  the  writ  was  issued 
(Customs  and  Excise,  Narcotic 
Control,  etc). 

If  an  RCMP  officer  shows  a  writ  of 
assistance  there  is  no  apparent  legal 
basis  for  refusing  the  officer  access  to 
the  premises.  Only  court  action  can 
test  such  invasion  of  privacy  by  the 
R(  Ml' 
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"We  have  to  make  sure  that  school 
boards  do  not  interfere  in  the  bedrooms 
of  teachers,  heterosexual  or 
homosexual." 


Ontario  teachers'  groups 
endorse  gay  rights 


TORONTO  —  Two  Ontario  teachers' 
federations  have  taken  a  major  step  to- 
ward job  protection  for  gay  teachers  by 
amending  their  anti-discrimination  poli- 
cies to  include  sexual  orientation. 

The  Ontario  Secondary  School 
Teacher's  Federation  (OSSTF),  at  its 
Provincial  Council  meeting  in  April, 
passed  a  resolution  amending  an  anti- 
discrimination policy  clause  to  include 
the  term  "sexual  orientation."  The  pol- 
icy states  that  discrimination  "should  be 
opposed"  in  such  areas  as  salary,  pro- 
motion, tenure  and  fringe  benefits. 

The  Toronto  Teachers'  Federation 
(TTF),  representing  male  and  female  ele- 
mentary teachers  in  the  City  of  Toronto, 
passed  a  motion  at  its  Representative 
Assembly  in  December  1978,  incorpor- 
ating a  general  human  rights  clause  as 
policy  for  the  first  time.  Sexual  orienta- 
tion is  one  of  the  specific  categories  in 
which  protection  is  to  be  provided. 

The  full  clause  states  that  "every 
teacher  has  the  right  to  participate 
equally  in,  and  have  equal  opportunity 
in,  the  teaching  profession  regardless  of 
race,  colour,  creed,  marital  status,  age, 
sex,  sexual  orientation,  national  origin, 
ancestry  and  grade  or  subject  taught." 

According  to  TTF  president  Menno 
Vorster,  the  move  means  that  all  offi- 
cials of  the  federation  must  now  follow 
the  new  policy.  It  also  acts  as  a  directive 
to  local  units  for  collective  bargaining 
with  boards.  "We  intend  to  use  it  as 
such  in  current  negotiations,  which  are 
just  beginning,"  he  said. 

Sexual  orientation  may  not  appear  di- 
rectly, however.  "Our  lawyer  has  advis- 
ed us  to  go  for  'private  and  personal 
practices'  to  cover  gay  people  because 
it's  more  wide-reaching,"  Vorster  said. 
"If  the  board  won't  accept  that,  then 
we'll  definitely  go  back  to  sexual  orient- 
ation. It's  a  legal  strategy  rather  than  a 
change  in  policy,"  he  added. 

"I  don't  know  what  our  chances  of 
success  are,"  he  said.  "Certainly  when 
North  York  had  trouble  with  the  police 
reporting  names  of  teachers  charged  in 
the  Barracks  Bath  raid,  the  Toronto 
board  made  it  very  clear  they  would  not 
tolerate  such  calls." 

Margaret  Wilson,  president  of  the 
province-wide  OSSTF,  said  that  "the 
practical  effect  of  the  sexual  orientation 
amendment  in  the  OSSTF  will  be  nil  be- 
cause we  already  provide  support  for  gay 
teachers."  She  cited  the  case  of  the 
North  York  teachers  caught  in  the  Bar- 
racks raid.  "We  provided  assistance 
immediately,"  she  said.  OSSTF  assist- 
ance includes  advice  from  a  staff  mem- 
ber expert  in  personnel  relations  with 
boards,  a  lawyer  if  necessary,  and  public 
defence  of  jobs  if  necessary. 

Wilson  went  on  to  say,  however,  that 
the  clause  would  probably  not  be  often 
included  in  collective  bargaining.  "We 
haven't  had  much  success  with  general 
human  rights  clauses  in  the  past  and  are 
now  going  for  'just  cause'  clauses.  We 
would  not  itemize  grounds  because  it 
would  be  too  limiting." 


The  new  amendment  will  be  contro- 
versial, Wilson  feels,  "but  as  teacher- 
leaders,  we  have  to  make  sure  that 
school  boards  do  not  interfere  in  the 
bedrooms  of  teachers,  heterosexual  or 
homosexual." 

The  OSSTF  amendment  was  passed 
by  the  72-member  Provincial  Council, 
composed  of  representatives  from  each 
school  district  in  Ontario.  In  March  1980 
it  will  go  to  the  floor  of  the  400-delegate 
Provincial  Assembly  for  reconsidera- 
tion. 

One  local  where  sexual  orientation 
stands  a  chance  of  getting  passed  is  Dis- 
trict 15,  which  represents  the  high 
schools  of  downtown  Toronto.  Bob 
Buckthorpe,  president  of  District  15, 
thinks  the  OSSTF  amendment  is  import- 
ant. "If  someone  gets  into  trouble  sim- 
ply because  of  their  sexual  orientation,  it 
will  give  us  the  power  to  step  in,"  he 
said. 

District  15's  new  collective  agreement, 
which  went  into  effect  May  24  and  lasts 
until  January  1980,  does  not  include  sex- 
ual orientation.  "Negotiations  took 
place  in  the  wake  of  the  Jacques  murder 
trial  and  the  board  was  not  even  willing 
to  consider  it,"  Buckthorpe  said.  "All 
we  could  get  is  that  the  board  would 
agree  to  abide  by  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Code." 

"There's  a  reasonable  chance  of  suc- 
cess with  the  Toronto  board  next  year," 
he  added.  "I  think  the  public  is  more 
willing  to  accept  it  now  than  ever  be- 
fore." 

"These  resolutions  from  the  two  fed- 
erations are  extremely  encouraging  for 
gay  teachers,"  said  Terry  Phillips, 
spokesperson  for  the  Ontario  Gay 
Teachers  Caucus.  "They  mark  a  step 
forward  in  the  battle  for  gay  liberation. 
But  until  sexual  orientation  clauses  are 
actually  included  in  teacher-board 
contracts,  gay  teachers  will  have  no  real 
protections." 

Ed  Jackson  □ 

New  court  order 
takes  kids  away 

LONDON  —  Three  months  after 
granting  custody  of  her  two  children  to  a 
lesbian  mother,  a  male  judge  has 
ordered  that  the  children  be  turned  over 
to  their  father. 

Judge  Joseph  McMahon  of  the  Essex 
County  Court,  in  his  original  judgment 
on  January  17,  had  awarded  the  mother 
custody  along  with  severe  restrictions  on 
her  personal  freedoms.  He  required  that 
she  not  live  with  another  person  without 
court  approval,  that  a  family  home  be 
established  in  one  place  and  that  the 
father  be  given  liberal  access  to  both 
children. 

He  argued  that  a  child's  being  raised 
"in  a  homosexual  atmosphere"  was 
"considered  by  the  court  as  negative*." 
The  restrictions,  he  explained,  were  his 
attempts  "to  improve  the  situation  by 
preventing  any  open  and  avowed  lesbian 


or  homosexual  relationships  in  the 
home." 

He  reversed  his  decision  on  April  23 
after  learning  that  the  mother  had 
moved  to  Toronto  from  London  to  live 
with  her  female  lover. 

On  May  1,  twenty- five  lesbians  and 
gay  men  picketed  the  Family  Court  in 
Toronto  to  protest  the  reversed  decision. 
They  noted  that  homophobia  is 
prevalent  in  London  and  argued  that,  in 
moving  from  that  city,  the  mother  had 
the  best  interests  of  her  children  in  mind. 
They  also  pointed  out  that  the  father  "is 
a  known  wife-beater." 

"Lesbianism  does  not  decrease  a 
mother's  ability  to  provide  a  loving 
relationship  with  her  children,"  said  a 
spokesperson  for  the  Committee  to 
Protect  Lesbian  Rights  which  organized 
the  demonstration.  "It  seems 
abominable  that  in  the  Year  of  the  Child 
the  Court  can  so  easily  disregard  the 
rights  of  children. ' '  D 


Brief  calls  for 
police  reform 


MONTREAL  —  A  brief  proposing 
sweeping  reform  of  the  relations 
between  this  city's  police  force  and  its 
gay  community  has  been  submitted  to 
the  Public  Security  Council  of  the 
Montreal  Urban  Community  (MUC). 

The  Gay  Community  and  the  MUC 
Police  was  presented  on  May  1  to  the 
body  governing  Montreal's  police  force 
by  the  Association  pour  les  droits  de  la 
communaute  gaie  du  Quebec  (ADGQ). 
The  100-page  brief  is  part  of  a  series  of 
public  consultations  on  the  role  of  the 
police. 

After  documenting  instances  of  police 
repression  and  harassment,  the  brief 
presents  a  series  of  recommendations. 
Among  them  is  a  proposal  that  the 
Public  Security  Council  adopt  a  policy 
of  non-discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
sex,  sexual  orientation,  ethno-linguistic 
origin  and  religion.  The  brief  urges  the 
Council  to  make  representations  for  the 
dropping  of  all  charges  against  the 
Truxx  accused  and  all  similar  charges 
laid  since  the  Truxx  raid. 

One  of  the  "essential  recommenda- 
tions" calls  for  the  creation  of  the 
post  of  independent  Ombudsman, 
whose  task  would  be  to  receive  and 
investigate  complaints  against  the  police. 

ADGQ  ex-president  Claude  Beaulieu 
will  appear  before  the  Public  Security 
Council  this  month  to  defend  the  brief 
and  its  recommendations. 

In  a  related  development,  on  three 
consecutive  evenings  in  early  March, 
poUce  officers  visited  Bud's,  a  popular 
gay  men's  bar.  At  first  the  pretext  was 
"overcrowding,"  but  the  following 
night  police  requested,  without  any 
explanation,  identification  of  the 
patrons  present. 

On  the  final  evening  police  demanded 
the  name,  address,  occupation  and  age 
of  each  person.  One  individual  who 
asked  why  this  harassment  was  taking 
place  received  the  reply  that  "we  keep 
information  on  the  types  who  visit  this 
type  of  bar." 

Stuart  Russell  □ 


More  charged  in 
sex-for-cash  case 

WINNIPEG  —  Three  more  men  have 
been  charged  with  various  counts  of 
buggery  and  gross  indecency  in  the 
growing  juvenile  "sex-for-cash"  scandal 
which  broke  here  in  February. 
Additional  charges  have  also  been  laid 
against  five  of  the  eight  men  already 
accused  (TBP,  March/April). 

The  new  charges  have  resulted  from  a 
continuing  police  investigation  of  a 
"juvenile  ring"  organized  by  teenage 
men  to  supply  sexual  services  at  a  price. 

The  court  cases  of  the  men  originally 
charged  are  scheduled  to  begin  in  early 
July  and  should  be  completed  by  the  end 
of  that  month.  Dates  for  the  court 
appearances  of  the  men  recently  charged 
have  not  yet  been  set. 

Sources  in  the  city's  gay  community 
have  told  TBP  that  additional  charges 
were  laid  against  the  original  eight 
accused  because  they  refused  to  plead 
guilty.  The  prosecution,  apparently,  had 
hoped  to  "break"  some  of  the  accused 
into  pleading  guilty,  thus  giving 
credence  to  the  juveniles'  statements. 

Speculation  is  rife  in  the  city  that 
Winnipeg  police  have  used  the 
investigation  to  develop  extensive 
records  on  the  gay  population  of  the 
city. 

In  an  unrelated  incident,  Richard 
Malone,  on  leave  of  absence  as  publisher 
of  the  Winnipeg  Free  Press  and  one  of 
the  eight  men  originally  charged,  was 
arrested  again  in  Flin  Flon,  Manitoba. 
He  was  charged  with  gross  indecency  in 
connection  with  an  incident  on  May  4 
involving  a  17-year-old  man.D 

Librarians  get  set 
to  fight  censorship 

MONCTON  —  The  Atlantic  Provinces 
Library  Association,  meeting  at 
l'Universite  de  Moncton  May  4-6,  has 
established  a  permanent  committee  to 
oppose  censorship.  The  Intellectual 
Freedom  Committee  replaces  an  earlier 
ad  hoc  committee  formed  during  the 
workshop  on  censorship  held  February 
at  the  APLA's  midwinter  meeting  in 
Halifax.  That  workshop  had  also  passed 
resolutions  of  support  for  the  Gay 
Alliance  for  Equality  it  its  stand  against 
censorship  (see  TBP,  Feb). 

According  to  Tom  Flemming, 
organizer  of  the  February  workshop,  the 
purpose  of  the  committee  is  "to  obviate 
the  need  for  simply  responding  to 
instances  of  censorship"  and  to 
publicize  "the  fact  that  libraries  exist  to 
make  access  to  information,  points  of 
view,  and  literature  of  all  kinds  available 
to  everybody." 

The  Moncton  meeting  also  approved  a 
donation  of  $500  to  the  Canadian 
Library  Association  Intellectual 
Freedom  Fund,  which  will  go  to  fight 
censorship  battles,  and  a  resolution 
calling  on  the  CLA  to  include  opposition 
to  present  Customs'  powers  in  a  brief 
being  prepared  for  presentation  to 
Parliament. 

Robin  Metcalfe 
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Toronto  Bi-national  Lesbian  Conference;  hundreds  attend 

Seeking  a  woman-centred  vision 


TORONTO  —  More  than  400  women  from  St  John's  to  Victoria  attended  the  Bina- 
tional  Lesbian  Conference  held  in  this  city  May  19  to  21 .  Organizers  and  participants 
alike  were  on  the  whole  pleased  with  the  conference  although  both  groups  had  valu- 
able suggestions  for  future  such  gatherings  — :  everything  from  how  best  to  raise 
money  to  when  not  to  hold  plenaries  (anytime  before  noon,  for  instance). 

Experiences  at  the  conference  were  many  and  varied.  A  workshop  of  six  young  les- 
bians recommended  that  the  conference  pass  a  resolution  condemning  age  of  consent 
laws  which  did  not  reach  the  floor  of  the  plenary.  One  of  the  best  attended  and  Live- 
liest workshops  was  on  bisexuality.  Many  lesbian  Quebecoises,  most  of  them  from 
Montreal,  met  in  a  workshop  and  set  a  date  to  discuss  the  formation  of  a  Quebec  les- 
bian group. 

The  one  sour  note  at  the  conference  came  on  Sunday  night  during  the  banquet 
when  seven  uniformed  armed  police  officers  marched  into  the  hall  to  investigate  al- 
leged violations  of  liquour  regulations.  Conference  organizers  characterized  the 
incident  as  a  clear  case  of  harassment.  A  motion  was  passed  on  the  final  day  of  the 
conference  to  send  letters  of  protest  to  the  Toronto  Police  Department  and  Toron- 
to's daily  papers. 

In  response  to  suggestions  and  criticisms  from  various  quarters  of  the  lesbian 
movement,  TBP  announced  during  the  final  plenary  session  of  the  conference  plans 
for  a  special  October  issue  devoted  to  lesbian  feminism.  Input  was  solicited  from 
conference  participants.  Comments  and  submissions  should  be  sent  to  the  Feminist 
Issue  Committee,  PO  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON,  M5W  1X9.  □ 


Women  did  not  spend  all  their  time  at  the  conference  in  political  discussions:  many  took  time 
out  to  visit  an  exhibition  ol  lesbian  art.  and  just  about  everone  attended  the  Friday  night  cof- 
feehouse which  featured  Ferron.  Heather  Bishop,  April  Kassirer.  Georgma  Chambers  and  the 
amazing  Montreal  band  Mariana  Bazuka  Everyone,  and  then  some,  went  to  the  Saturday 
night  dance,  featuring  Mama  Quilla  II  and  Equis  —  rock  and  roll  bands  from  Toronto  and 
Winnipeg  respectively. 


Robin  Tyler  (right),  the  well-known  comic 
from  Winnipeg  now  living  in  Hollywood,  gave' 
a  benefit  performance  on  Friday  night  for  the 
Lesbian  Mother's  Defence  Fund  and  the 
Winnipeg  Women's  Building.  An  interview 
with  Robin  will  appear  in  an  upcoming  issue 
of  TBP. 

Many  of  the  men  using  the  University  of 
Toronto's  Hart  House  athletic  facilities 
(left)  were  stunned  at  the  sight  of  400  dykes 
in  and  around  that  venerable  institution 
which,  until  a  few  years  ago,  did  not  even 
allow  women  on  the  premises.  A  few 
curiosity  seekers  (male)  hung  around  the 
lawns  observing  "lesbian  behaviour,"  and 
the  conference  security  staff  had  to  call  in 
the  campus  guards  to  haul  away  at  least  one 
obnoxious  male  bystander.  But  on  the 
whole,  the  atmosphere  on  the  campus  was 
surprisingly  friendly. 


SOUL  sisters.  Inspired  by  women  from  the 
Southern  Ontario  Union  of  Lesbians  (above), 
a  series  of  communication  workshops 
launched  a  nation-wide  lesbian  newsmaga- 
zine to  supplement  the  work  local 
newsletters  are  already  doing.  Fifteen 
women  from  different  cities  have  committed 
themselves  in  various  capacities  to  the 
proiect.  They  hope  to  have  the  first  issue  of 
Lesblans/lesblennes  out  by  July  15. 

Peg  McQuaig  (front  and  centre)  told  TBP 
that  "this  is  the  first  out-ol-the-closet  les- 
bian magazine  in  the  country. ' '  it  will  be  co- 
ordinated from  the  Kitchener-Waterloo  area 
and  printed  at  Dumont  Press,  but  it  will  have 
input  from  across  Canada  and  Quebec  Peg 
emphasised  that  it  will  have  political  analysis 


and  coverage  of  cultural  events  as  well  as 
news. 

The  deadline  for  the  first  issue  is  June  15, 
and  anyone  interested  can  write  to  PO  Box 
2531 ,  Station  B,  Kitchener.  Ontario  with 
ideas  or  submissions. 

The  first  issue  will  be  mailed  free  to 
women  who  registered  at  the  conference  or 
at  the  1978  Ontario  conference  (held  in 
Ottawa)  Subscriptions  will  cost  $5  for  one 
year  (four  issues). 

The  final  plenary  of  the  conference  gave 
its  unanimous  support  to  the  women 
involved  in  this  project,  and  a  collection 
towards  covering  the  costs  of  the  first  issue 
brought  in  over  $200 

Ptiotos  by  LynnH  Johrttton 
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Conference  marks  first  decade 


OTTAWA  —  Celebration  *79,  the 
seventh  annual  Canadian  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights  Coalition  national  con- 
ference takes  place  in  Ottawa  from 
June  27  to  July  2.  And  the  focus  this 
year  is  on  having  a  birthday  party  to 
celebrate  ten  years  of  gay  liberation  in 
Canada. 

The  planning  for  Celebration  '79, 
which  has  been  organized  by  members 
of  Gays  of  Ottawa,  is  designed  to  avoid 
the  crowded  scheduling  and  political  in- 
fighting which  has  characterised  past 
conferences. 

"The  growing  number  of  resolutions 
presented  each  year,  most  of  which  can't 
be  implemented  anyway,  has  been 
strangling  our  national  conferences," 
said  Celebration  '79  organizer  David 
Garmaise.  "This  year  the  most  import- 
ant issue  to  discuss  is  how  the  CLGRC  is 
working  and  what  we  want  from  it.  But 
celebrating  —  talking  with  each 
other  —  is  more  important  than  the  re- 
solutions debated  at  the  final  plenary." 

The  conference,  called  Celebration 
'79  to  recognize  the  tenth  anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  the  first  gay 
organization  in  Canada  in  1969,  will  be 
opened  June  27  by  the  Mayor  of 
Ottawa,  Marion  Dewar.  She  will  declare 
that  day  "Human  Rights  Day"  and 
greet  delegates  at  the  opening  plenary. 

Conference  organizers  hope  to 
streamline  the  procedure  for  passing  re- 
solutions at  this  year's  conference.  A 
motion  will  be  presented  at  the  opening 
plenary  to  establish  a  Resolutions 
Committee  to  decide  on  the  admissa- 
bility  and  priority  of  resolutions  before 
they  are  presented  to  the  final  plenary. 
"We  think  this  will  rejuvenate  the 
conference,"  said  one  organizer,  "and 
give  people  more  time  to  talk  to  each 
other  and  find  out  what's  happening  in 
different  parts  of  the  country." 

Twenty-nine  workshops  have  been 
divided  into  seven  series  held  over  a 


three  day  period.  The  workshops  will 
focus  on  gay  men  and  lesbians  getting  to 
know  themselves  and  each  other,  and  on 
practical  issues  and  ways  of  organizing. 
(See  box  for  workshop  and  panel  dis- 
cussion details.) 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  change 
over  last  year's  conference  schedule  is 
the  free  time  allowed  for  socializing.  On 

Thursday  night,  for  example,  there  is  a 
"get-together"  called  "Reminiscing: 
Those  Were  the  Days' '  which  will  have  a 
look  back  on  the  early  days  of  the  move- 
ment and  feature  speakers  from  all  parts 
of  Canada. 

Organizers,  in  cooperation  with  a 
local  repertory  theatre  and  the  National 
Film  Board,  have  also  arranged  for  a 
film  festival  to  accompany  the  confer- 
ence. 

The  conference  will  end  two  weeks  of 
local  celebration  by  Ottawa  gays. 
Among  events  scheduled  from  the  15th 
of  June  are  numerous  benefits  at  local 
clubs,  a  continuing  film  festival,  and  a 
boat  cruise  and  dance  on  the  Ottawa 
River. 

To  finance  this  year's  conference,  the 
organizing  committee  has  held  three 
major  fund-raising  events,  but  they  have 
been  hindered  by  an  apparent  lack  of 
interest  in  the  conference  itself.  Said  one 
person:  "We  had  a  contest  to  design  a 
poster,  and  no  one  entered.  We  also  sent 
out  questionnaires  to  find  out  what 
people  wanted  in  a  national  conference, 
but  only  a  very  few  were  returned  to 
us." 

Organizers  attribute  the  lack  of  inter- 
est to  the  disillusionment  felt  by  many 
delegates  after  last  year's  conference 
in  Halifax.  A  tightly-organized  and 
overly  ambitious  programme,  as  well  as 
political  disagreements  among  member 
groups  within  the  CLGRC,  left  many 
delegates  wondering  if  the  national  coal- 
ition served  a  useful  purpose.  Several 
Saskatchewan  gay  organizations 


subsequently  withdrew  from  the 
CLGRC,  but  may  send  observers  to  this 
year's  conference. 

Interest  in  Celebration  '79  is  growing, 
however.  After  the  Halifax  experience 
Jim  Monk  of  Windsor  Gay  Unity  vowed 
never  to  go  to  another  conference.  This 
year  he'll  be  back.  "It  looks  interesting, 
I  couldn't  stay  away,"  said  Monk.  "I 
think  that  this  conference  is  going  to  be 
more  practical.  I  want  to  be  able  to  go 
back  to  Windsor  with  something  —  a 
technique,  a  strategy,  a  way  of  commun- 
icating with  people  across  the  country. 
The  movement  needs  concrete  ideas,  be 
it  a  community  chest,  a  gay  students' 
manifesto,  or  a  gay  commando  unit.  I 
want  to  be  able  to  find  help  in  answering 
the  question  'what  are  we  going  to  do  in 
Windsor  over  the  next  year?'  These  are 
the  things  I  hope  will  be  discussed." 

James  Thatcher  of  the  Western  Gay 
Association  echoes  these  feelings.  "Con- 
ferences haven't  taken  the  local  situation 
into  account  enough  —  and  we  end  up 
with  workshops  few  people  can  relate  to. 


One  of  the  things  people  here  in  London 
want  to  talk  about  is  the  bar  scene,  the 
alternatives  to  it,  and  how  we  start  treat- 
ing each  other  like  human  beings  instead 
of  pieces  of  meat." 

In  Halifax,  people  see  lesbian  separa- 
tism and  the  withdrawal  of  Saskat- 
chewan groups  from  the  CLGRC  as 
important  subjects  for  discussions. 
Said  one  of  the  organizers  of  last  year's 
conference,  "The  withdrawal  from  the 
coalition  of  the  Saskatchewan  groups 
indicates  something  is  awry.  This  has  got 
to  be  talked  about."  Another  concern  of 
Halifax  movement  people  is  building  up 
communication  between  regions  and 
among  rural  gays. 

But  Celebration  '79  is  a  birthday  party 
too.  "It's  our  tenth  anniversary,"  said 
David  Garmaise,  "We  want  to  look 
back  on  those  years,  and  look  ahead  to 
where  we're  going  and  how  we're  going 
to  get  there.  But  especially,  we  want  to 
celebrate." 

Robin  Hardy  □ 


What's  happening:  almost  everything 


Celebration    79   organizers    have   grouped 
twenty-nine  workshops   into  seven   series, 
each  series  being  held  in  a  different  time  slot 
over  a  three  day  period.  Three  panel  discus- 
sions will  also  be  held  during  the  conference. 

Workshops 

Series  I:  "Do  We  Really  Know  Ourselves?"  — 
A  free-wheeling  discussion  of  people's  atti- 
tudes, values,  concerns,  lifestyles,  customs; 
"Couples  and  the  Community"  —  Do  lesbian 
and  gay  male  couples  get  the  support  they 
need  from  other  lesbians  and  gay  men?; 
"How  Angry  Are  We7"  —  Militancy  in  the 
movement,  '  'Who  Says  Lesbians  Aren't  Prom- 
iscuous?" —  Exploding  the  myth  that  gay 
males  have  more  fun 

Series  II:  "Would  You  Want  A  Heterosexual  To 
Teach  Your  Child?"  —  The  struggle  of  gay 
teachers  and  students  in  the  school  system. 
"International  Gay  Rights"  —What  can  we 
do  about  the  treatment  of  gays  in  the  USSR, 
Greece  or  Argentina?;  "Travel  Equalization 
Fund"  —  Some  proposals  for  getting  the 
fund  off  the  ground;  "Gays  and  the  Left"  — 
The  relationship  between  the  gay  movement 


and  socialism,  anarchism  and  other  groups  of 
the  left. 

Series  III:  "The  Rights  of  Young  People"  — 
An  examination  of  the  issues  facing  gay  youth, 
and  youth  generally;  "Overcoming  Together" 

—  The  links  between  the  trade  union  move- 
ment and  gay  liberation;  "What  The  Bible 
Really  Says  About  Homosexuality"  —  The 
true,  inside  story!;  "Criminal  Code  Reform" 

—  A  look  at  the  government's  plans  to 
strengthen  the  criminal  code  sections  on 
soliciting,  obscenity  and  pornography. 
Series  IV:  "Censorship"  —  How  the  power 
of  the  state  and  of  fundamentalist  groups  is 
being  used  against  us.  Who  decides  what  is 
obscene?  Should  porn  be  freely  available?; 
"Opening  Hearts  and  Minds"  —  Using  the 
education  and  the  media  to  change  attitudes 
and  to  build  the  movement;  "Gay  Parenting" 

—  The  problems  and  concerns  of  gay  par- 
ents. The  role  of  step  parents.  The  problems 
of  custody;  "Financing  the  Revolution"  — 
How  to  raise  money  to  support  our  activities. 
Series  V:  "What  Do  We  Want  From  the 
CLGRC?"  —  A  discussion  of  the  raison  d'etre, 
structure,  goals  and  functioning  of  the  coal- 


ition; "Organizing  Gay  Youth"  —  How  well 
are  gay  youth  groups  doing  across  the  coun- 
try?; "Social  Services  For  Older  Lesbians  and 
Gays"  —  A  discussion  of  the  kinds  of  ser- 
vices that  need  to  be  developed  to  respond  to 
the  needs  of  older  lesbians  and  gays;  "Inter- 
twined: Feminism  and  the  Gay  Movement"  — 
How  they  support  and  grow  with  each  other. 
Series  VI:  "Sexual  Orientation:  Still  Our  Num- 
ber One  Priority"  —  Resolved  that  sexual  or- 
ientation is  still  the  best  issue  around  which  to 
mobilize  support  and  to  build  a  civil  rights/ 
public  action  campaign;  "The  Abortion  Is- 
sue" —  What's  happening  on  this  issue.  An 
update;  "Publish  or  Perish"  —  Why  aren't 
we  publishing  more,  especially  in  English 
Canada?;  "Gay  Counselling"  —  Dealing  with 
coming  out,  breaking  up,  coping  and  other 
concerns  of  gay  people;  "Gay  Behind  Bars" 
—  A  look  at  the  treatment  of  gay  prisoners 
and  what  we  can  do  about  it. 
Series  VII:  "Child/Adult  Relationships  — 
The  Age  of  Consent  Issue"  —  Exploring  a 
sensitive  issue;  "Liberating  Politics"  — 
Working  for  gay  liberation  through  the  esta- 
blished political  parties;  "The  Politics  of 
Scientific  Theories  on  Homosexuality"  — 
How  do  we  respond  to  the  so-called  experts? 
Do  we  have  a  position?;  "Different  Drum- 


.mers"  —  A  look  at  the  different  ways  lesbian 
and    gay    male   culture    have    developed. 

Panel  discussions 

Human  Rights  Commissions  and  Minority 
Rights  —  A  discussion  of  the  role  played  by 
human  rights  commissions  in  protecting  and 
securing  civil  rights  for  minority  groups,  with 
particular  emphasis  on  the  gay  minority. 
Panelists  include  Gordon  Fairweather,  Chief 
Commissioner,  Canadian  Human  Rights 
Commission,  and  Rene  Hurtubise,  President, 
Quebec  Human  Rights  Commission. 
Our  First  Ten  Years  And  Beyond  —  A  review 
of  the  first  ten  years  of  the  gay  movement  in 
Canada  and  a  discussion  of  where  we  go  from 
here. 

Fighting  Back  in  The  Courts  —  Presentations 
by  each  of  the  defence  committees  currently 
or  recently  involved  in  court  cases  (John 
Damien,  Truxx,  Body  Politic,  Gay  Tide,  Bar- 
racks, child  custody).  A  discussion  on  the 
importance  of  these  cases  in  our  struggle  and 
the- strategies  we  should  follow  in  the  future. 
The  plight  of  individuals  who  find  themselves 
in  court  following  park  or  washroom  arrests. 

Information?  Write  Box  2919,  Station  D, 
Ottawa,  K1P  5W9  or  phone  (613)  238-1717. 
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"I  like  your  bar.  I'm  queer,"  said  the  cop 

as  he  frisked  the  patron. 
This  was  clearly  no  ordinary  pickup. 


Election  grinds  to  a  halt; 
candidates  dodge  gay  issues 


NATIONAL  —  Efforts  were  made 
during  the  federal  election  campaign  to 
raise  questions  of  concern  to  lesbians 
and  gay  men.  Movement  groups  in 
various  centres  across  the  country  tried 
to  keep  voters  informed  of  candidates' 
positions  on  gay  rights  issues.  The 
groups  also  attempted  to  bring  gay  con- 
cerns to  the  fore  as  important  election 
issues. 

Sources  in  the  three  major  parties 
indicated  at  the  beginning  of  the 
campaign  that  party  strategists  hoped 
gay  rights  would  not  become  an  issue. 
Along  with  capital  punishment,  gay 
rights  was  seen  as  an  "emotional  issue" 
which  could  only  lose  votes.  Despite 
efforts  by  groups  from  Halifax  to  Van- 
couver, the  parties  did  manage  to  keep 
the  lid  on.  Gay  rights  never  became 
more  than  a  tiny  side  issue  in  a  notably 
uninteresting  campaign. 

Gay  Alliance  for  Equality  (GAE)  in 
Halifax  sent  a  questionnaire  to  all  candi- 
dates in  an  attempt  to  solicit  their  stands 
on  the  issues.  Most  candidates  neglected 
to  respond.  Robert  Stanfield's  old 
riding,  Halifax,  had  a  gay  candidate 
running  for  election.  David  F  Gray,  a 
former  gay  disco  owner  and  a  supporter 
of  the  Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
Coalition  Gay  Rights  Charter,  ran  as  an 
independent  candidate.  He  concentrated 
on  minority  rights,  which  included  gay, 
elderly,  youth,  and  women's  issues. 
Gray's  candidacy  was  virtually  ignored 
by  the  local  media. 

The  Homophile  Association  of 
London,  Ontario  (HALO)  canvassed 
candidates  in  the  area  for  their  positions 
on  gav  rights.  Their  findings  mirrored 
those  of  most  groups:  despite  many 
individual  reservations,  the  NDP  is  the 
only  major  party  whose  national  policy 
is  supportive  of  gay  rights.  The  Gay 
Media  Collective  of  Kitchener,  Ontario 
also  raised  questions  at  some  all-candi- 
dates meetings. 


Joe  Clark:  "Certainly  there  are  some...er. 
sexual  behavioural  minorities  that  people 
have  a  right  to  be  protected  against  or  at 
least  laws  should  not  torce  people  into 
association  with." 

Gays  of  Ottawa  (GO)  surveyed  candi- 
dates in  two  ridings  in  Hull  and  four  in 
Ottawa.  The  candidates  were  asked 
questions  from  the  CLGRC  Charter. 
GO  then  presented  their  results  at  a  com- 
munity meeting,  attended  by  about  50 


people.  All  of  the  candidates  were 
invited  but  only  one  NDP  hopeful 
showed  up.  The  results  of  their  survey 
showed  general  support  by  the  NDP 
candidates.  The  Socreds  in  the  two  Hull 
ridings  were  also  supportive.  Their  res- 
ponses were  the  only  ones  received  from 
Quebec.  Tory  support  was  almost  non- 
existent. 

In  Toronto,  Metro  Community  News 
(MCN),  a  publication  of  Metropolitan 
Community  Church,  got  in  touch  with 
all  candidates  in  the  27  Metro  ridings  in 
an  attempt  to  discover  their  stands  on 
two  questions:  "Are  you  in  favour  of 
amending  the  Canadian  Human  Rights 
Code  to  include  'sexual  orientation'  as  a 
prohibited  category  of  discrimination?" 
Those  candidates  who  responded  in  the 
affirmative  were  also  asked,  "Are  you  in 
favour  of  decriminalizing  all  victimless 
sexual  behaviour?"  The  results  were 
published  in  MCN,  which  gets  wide 
distribution  in  Toronto. 

An  all-candidates  meeting  was  held  in 
Rosedale,  a  heavily  gay-populated 
downtown  Toronto  riding.  The  meeting 
was  arranged  by  the  Lesbian  Organiza- 


tion of  Toronto  and  the  Right  to  Privacy 


Committee.  Former  Toronto  mayor, 
David  Crombie,  the  PC  incumbent, 
despite  a  past  history  of  apparent  verbal 
support  for  gays,  said,  "I've  never  said 
I'm  in  favour  of  gay  rights  per  se.  I  said 
that  I'm  in  favour  of  individual  rights." 

Ed  Broadbent,  campaigning  in 
Toronto's  Kew  Gardens,  was  ap- 
proached by  gay  activist  Dean  Haynes. 
Haynes  asked  Broadbent  if  he  supported 
the  inclusion  of  sexual  orientation  in  the 
Human  Rights  Code.  "Yes,  it's  party 
policy,"  said  the  NDP  leader. 

"How  then  do  you  explain  the  Saskat- 
chewan government's  refusal  to  include 
sexual  orientation  in  their  amendments 
to  the  provincial  code?" 

"Well,"  said  Broadbent,  "that's  pro- 
vincial NDP.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with 
us." 

"But  did  you  call  Blakeney  and 
express  any  disapproval  of  his  govern- 
ment's action?"  asked  Haynes. 

"That's  not  the  federal  party's 
concern,"  answered  Broadbent  as  he 
began  moving  away. 

"Are  you  concerned  at  all  with  what 
happened  in  Saskatchewan?" 

"No,"  answered  Broadbent. 


The  Human  Rights  Association  of 
Saskatchewan  also  did  a  poll  of  candi- 
dates on  the  question  of  sexual  orienta- 
tion in  the  human  rights  code.  No  NDP 
candidate  responded.  One  Liberal,  Red 
Williams  of  Saskatoon  West,  was 
supportive.  The  only  PC  response  was 
received  from  Terry  Leier  of  Regina 
East.  He  didn't  know  what  sexual 
orientation  meant. 


Trudeau:  "You  guys  didn't  thank  me  in 
'69." 

In  Alberta,  GATE  Edmonton  did  a 
province-wide  survey  of  all  candidates 
by  questionnaire.  A  good  proportion  of 
them  were  returned  but  many  were  un- 
signed. There  were  generally  positive  res- 
ponses from  NDP  candidates.  Some  in- 
cumbents did  not  return  the  question- 
naire, saying  they  would  answer  it  after 
the  election. 

The  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
(GATE)  of  Vancouver  found  their 
energy  split  between  the  BC  provincial 
election,  held  on  May  10,  and  the  federal 
election.  A  lot  of  effort  went  into 
running  a  provincial  candidate  in  order 
to  present  gay  concerns  to  the  electorate 
(see  story  this  issue).  They  produced  a 
pamphlet,  Gay  Rights  Now,  for  the 
education  of  both  provincial  and  federal 
electors.  GATE  called  on  voters  to 
"vote  for  the  NDP  federally  and 
provincially,  despite  the  shortcomings  of 
the  candidates  and  leaders."  The 
Revolutionary  Worker's  League  (RWL) 
also  ran  a  gay  candidate  in  the 
Vancouver  riding  of  Quadra. 

Alan  McLean  G 

Cop  body  delays 
action  on  complaints 

TORONTO  —  The  Metro  Toronto 
police  commission  has  come  under  fire 
for  failing  to  act  promptly  on  complaints 
of  police  harassment  of  gay  and  other 
minorities. 

The  commission  had  promised  to 
respond  May  17  to  briefs  presented  to 
them  from  several  community  groups 
six  weeks  before.  A  brief  from  the 
recently-formed  Working  Group  on 
Police-Minority  Relations  called  for  a 
clear  statement  of  intent  on  homophobia 
and  racism,  discipline  of  the  police 
officer  who  informed  school  boards 
about  teachers  involved  in  the  Barrracks 
Bath  raid,  discipline  of  the  officer  who 
wrote  a  bigoted  article  in  the  Police 
Association  newspaper.  Sews  and  Views. 
and  the  creation  of  a  permanent  liason 


with  the  gay  community. 

The  Working  Group  on  Police- 
Minority  Relations  was  set  up  in  the 
wake  of  protest  around  the  police  news- 
paper articles.  It  includes  representatives 
of  civil  rights  groups,  gay  organizations, 
feminists  and  ethnic  minorities. 

Peter  Maloney,  a  member  of  the  Right 
to  Privacy  Committee,  attended  the  May 
17  meeting  and  forcefully  criticized  the 
commission  for  not  taking  the  action  it 
had  promised.  He  cited  an  incident 
which  had  happened  only  the  night 
before  outside  Dude's,  a  downtown  gay 
bar. 

Two  police  officers  had  entered  the 
bar,  took  two  patrons  outside  and 
frisked  them.  When  asked  why  he  was 
doing  this,  one  policeman  is  reported  to 
have  replied,  "I  like  your  bar.  I'm 
queer.  I'm  a  faggot." 

Maloney  told  the  commission  that 
their  failure  to  take  immediate  action 
was  creating  a  dangerous  situation  on 
the  streets.  He  said  that,  in  the  absence 
of  clear  guidance  from  the  top,  police 
officers  were  making  their  own  individ- 
ual responses.  He  challenged  the  police 
chief  to  demonstrate  that  he  had  not  lost 
control  of  the  force.  "If  you  don't  do 
something  between  now  and  the  31st, 
some  people  are  going  to  get  hurt,"  he 
warned. 

Police  Commission  chairman  Philip 
Givens  denied  that  the  commission  is 
dragging  its  feet.  "These  are  very 
important  issues.  They  take  time  to 
think  about,"  he  said.  He  promised  a 
complete  response  to  all  criticisms  at  the 
commission's  next  meeting  May  31.  G 

Cabinet  minister 
meets  Ontario  gays 

TORONTO  —  The  Ontario  Minister  of 
Labour  has  met  for  the  first  time  with 
representatives  of  the  gay  movement  to 
discuss  amendments  to  the  Human 
Rights  Code. 

The  delegation,  which  met  with 
Robert  Elgie  in  his  office  on  May  14, 
consisted  of  Jim  Monk  of  Windsor  Gay 
Unity,  Mariana  Valverde  of  The  Body 
Politic  Collective,  Rev  Brent  Hawkes  of 
Toronto  MCC,  and  fired  racing  steward 
John  Damien. 

Elgie  said  his  ministry  was  now 
examining  recommendations  of  the  two- 
year  old  Life  Together  report  for  policy, 
but  refused  to  give  any  deadline  for 
future  actions.  "I  can't  promise  you 
anything,"  he  said. 

"I  was  generally  pleased  with  his 
response,"  said  Brent  Hawkes  after  the 
meeting.  "After  all,  previous  ministers 
have  refused  to  even  consider  meeting 
with  us.  He  seemed  personally  support- 
ive of  the  sexual  orientation  amend- 
ment, but  suggested  he  was  encountering 
opposition  within  the  Cabinet." 

At  one  point,  Elgie  observed  that  n 
was  unfortunate  all  gay  spokespeople 
were  not  as  moderate  as  the  four  in  his 
office. 

"I  told  Elgie  that  we  were  rapidh 
exhausting  the  moderate  approach." 
said  Monk.  "We  made  our  frustrations 
aboui  the  government's  dcla\  \er\ 
clear.  "D 
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"They  were  fired  on  account 
they  didn't  make  the  team. 
Guess  what  that  means. 


*» 


Complaint  to  press  council 
forces  change  in  ad  policy 


WINDSOR  —  Windsor  Gay  Unity  has 
taken  a  second  complaint  against  the 
Windsor  Star  before  two  press  councils 
and  forced  the  reversal  of  that  paper's 
discriminatory  advertising  policy. 

The  May  18  decision  of  the  Windsor 
Media  Council,  a  community  body 
which  monitors  the  local  media,  states 
that  the  Star's  policy  change  "has  the 
effect  of  granting  Windsor  Gay  Unity 
access  to  all  of  the  normal  advertising 
space  throughout  the  paper  on  the  same 
basis  as  is  available  to  any  other  adver- 
tiser." 

WGU  treasurer  Harold  Desmarais 
was  first  told  in  February  that  a  small 
display  ad  for  a  gay  valentine's  dance, 
submitted  for  publication  on  the  enter- 
tainment page,  had  been  vetoed  by  the 
Star's  top  management  (TBP,  March/ 
April).  In  a  discussion  with  the  Star's 
publisher  Robert  Pearson,  Desmarais 
was  told  "the  classified  section  is  open 
to  you  and  this  is  where  I  feel  you  people 
belong." 

Since  a  1973  Media  Council  decision 
that  the  Star  had  unfairly  discriminated 
in  its  refusal  to  publish  an  advertise- 
ment for  a  gay  social  event,  classified 
ads  placed  by  Windsor  Gay  Unity  have 
been  accepted  without  problem.  A 
display  ad  was  also  previously  accepted 
by  the  Star  in  1976. 

After  a  letter  to  the  paper  requesting 
an  explanation  for  the  new  policy  was 
ignored,  WGU  made  an  official  com- 
plaint in  early  March  to  both  the 
Windsor  Media  Council  and  the  more 
powerful  Ontario  Press  Council.  Both 
bodies  agreed  to  hear  the  complaint.  The 
Ontario  Press  Council  arranged  a  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  in  Toronto  for  May  1 1 
and  the  Windsor  Media  Council  met 
May  17. 

Maurice  Pearson,  advertising  director 
of  the  Windsor  Star,  surprised  the 
Ontario  Press  Council  inquiry  by 
announcing  that  his  paper  had  changed 
its  policy  and  would  now  accept  gay  ads 


in  general  display  pages. 

At  the  request  of  Desmarais,  the 
inquiry  agreed  to  continue  its  investi- 
gation of  the  Star's  policies.  Desmarais 
felt  that  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  a  clear 
ruling  of  whether  the  paper's  past 
actions  were  discriminatory.  A  decision 
from  the  Council  is  expected  in  late 
June. 

The  Windsor  Media  Council  found 
that  the  Star  was  responsible  for  "an 
error  in  judgment"  but  dismissed  the 
charge  of  discrimination.  It  said  that  the 
Star's  action  had  been  "taken  honestly 
and  without  malice." 

The  council  said  that  for  discrimin- 
ation to  be  established  "either  bias  or 
intentional  prejudice  must  be  shown" 
and  neither  applied  in  this  case.  The 
Council  went  on  to  commend  the  Star 
for  changing  its  policy  and  said  that  it 
reflected  the  "appropriate  treatment  to 
be  accorded  to  the  gay  community." 

"We  didn't  exactly  get  the  pie,"  said 
Desmarais  after  the  decision,  "but,  in 
the  long  run,  we  accomplished  what  we 
set  out  to  do.  This  will  allow  WGU  a 
degree  of  visibility  not  possible  in  the 
classified  pages.  "□ 

Ship  members  axed, 
group  urges  boycott 

MANITOBA  —  The  chief  steward  of 
the  MS  Lord  Selkirk  II,  Manitoba's 
luxury  lake  liner,  has  been  fired,  along 
with  four  other  male  crew  members.  On 
April  27,  the  ship's  captain,  giving  no 
justification,  dismissed  the  five  men 
without  severance  pay. 

It  has  since  become  clear  that  the  men 
were  suspected  of  being  homosexual  and 
were  fired  for  that  reason  alone. 

Hired  in  early  March,  the  chief 
steward  had  had  seven  years  experience 
on  other  vessels.  He  was  assured  at  the 
time  of  hiring  that  his  employment 
would  continue  until  the  tourist  season 


ended  in  November.  The  other  four  crew 
members  dismissed  also  had  consider- 
able working  experience  and  had  quit 
other  jobs  in  order  to  take  positions  on 
the  Lord  Selkirk  II. 

Before  the  firings,  all  five  men  re- 
ceived commendations  on  their  work 
from  Harold  Einarsson,  one  of  the  ship's 
owners.  Recently,  however,  the  know- 
ledge of  the  crew's  homosexuality 
appears  to  have  been  leaked  to  the  ship's 
captain  through  office  staff  who  knew 
one  of  the  gay  men. 

Einarsson  maintains  that  none  of  the 
men  were  fired  because  of  their  homo- 
sexuality. "There  is  a  need  for  harmony 
on  a  ship,"  he  said.  "They  were  fired  on 
account  they  didn't  make  the  team." 

At  the  urging  of  Winnipeg's  Gays  for 
Equality,  three  of  the  five  men  dismissed 
have  filed  complaints  with  the  federal 
and  provincial  Human  Rights  Commis- 
sions. Both  commissions  replied  that 
they  lacked  the  jurisdiction  to  act  in  the 
firings  because  of  the  absence  of  sexual 
orientation  clauses  in  human  rights  legis- 
lation. 

The  Manitoba  Labour  Board  has 
agreed  to  investigate  the  lack  of  sever- 
ance pay  but  has  refused  to  deal  with  the 
issue  of  improper  dismissal  because  the 
term  sexual  orientation  is  not  included  in 
the  Manitoba  Labour  Code. 

Gays  For  Equality,  in  a  widely-distri- 
buted press  release,  has  called  for  a 
passenger  boycott  of  the  tourist  ship. 

When  notified,  ship  owner  Einarsson 

said  the  boycott  was  a  surprise  to  him 

and  added,  "If  I'm  not  backed  by  that 

bunch  I  don't  mind."        .  _     _ 

Jeremy  BassD 

Conference  creates 
provincial  group 

EDMONTON  —  The  Alberta  gay 
movement  has  taken  a  major  step  for- 
ward with  the  creation  of  the  Alberta 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Association 
(ALGRA)  during  the  Alberta  Gay  Con- 
ference held  in  Edmonton  April  21 .  The 
Conference,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the 
province,  was  attended  by  delegates 


The  men  against  Damlen:David  A  Stevenson,  right,  has  been  added  to  John  Damien's  suit  against  Ontario  Racing  officials  as  a  result  of  his 
dismissal  from  the  Ontario  Racing  Commission  in  1975.  Stevenson  was  Director  of  Racing  for  the  Ontario  Jockey  Club  at  the  time  of  dismissal. 
Others  names  in  the  suit,  which  continues  to  progress  slowly  through  the  courts,  include  (l-r)  Charles  MacNaughton,  Chairman  of  the  Ontario 
Racing  Commission,  John  Mooney,  then  president  of  the  Ontario  Jockey  Club,  and  W  R  MacDonnell,  then  Director  of  the  Racing  Commission. 


from  Calgary,  Edmonton  and  Red  Deer. 

ALGRA  will  attempt  to  increase  co- 
operation among  provincial  groups  and 
will  co-ordinate  efforts  in  the  areas  of 
civil  rights,  rural  outreach,  public  educa- 
tion and  inter-group  communication. 
The  association  will  also  provide  a 
stronger  lobby  to  the  Alberta  govern- 
ment. 

The  new  association  plans  to  seek 
membership  in  the  Canadian  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights  Coalition  and  two  rep- 
resentatives, Doug  Young  of  Calgary 
and  Clare  McDuff-Oliver  of  Edmonton, 
were  elected  to  represent  the  region  on 
the  CLGRC's  Executive  Co-ordinating 
Committee.  Delegates  were  quick  to 
point  out  that  ALGRA's  national 
affiliation  would  not  mean  any  lack  of 
interest  in  prairie-wide  coordination. 
Member  groups  met  together  at  the 
Prairie  Conference  in  Calgary  May  20. 
The  conference  discussion  paid  partic- 
ular attention  to  the  perceived  trend  in 
Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba  to  pull  out 
of  national  activities. 

A  weakness  in  participation  from  Cal- 
gary-based groups  was  noted,  and  dele- 
gates decided  that  ALGRA  would  hold 
certain  meetings  in  that  city  to  help  in- 
crease participation  from  groups  there. 
ALGRA's  next  scheduled  meeting  will 
take  place  June  9  in  Red  Deer. 

The  group  will  seek  provincial  incorp- 
oration and  will  open  an  office  in  Ed- 
monton, the  seat  of  the  provincial  legis- 
lature. Although  its  structure  remains 
undefined,  ALGRA  will  be  open  to  any 
Alberta  groups  or  individuals  supporting 
gay  rights. 

Those  seeking  membership  are  asked 
to  send  a  letter  of  intent  to  ALGRA,  c/o 
Box  1852,  Edmonton,  AB  T5S  2P2. 

Bob  HarrisD 

Up  and  coming 

MONTREAL  —  This  city's  first 
Gay /Lesbian  Pride  Week  is  planned  for 
June  16-23  and  will  coincide  with 
Quebec's  annual  Fete  Nationale 
celebrated  on  June  24  —  St- Jean 
Baptiste  Day. 

The  week  was  also  chosen  to  celebrate 
Quebec's  first  public  gay  demonstration 
in  response  to  pre-Olympic  anti-gay 
repression  in  June  1976. 

Gay/ Lesbian  Pride  Week  begins  June 
16  with  a  street  demonstration  and  a 
dance.  Various  activities  organized  by 
the  city's  gay  and  lesbian  groups  will 
take  place  during  the  following  week, 
concluding  June  23  with  a  day  of  music, 
theatre  and  dance  on  Duluth  Street  near 
Pare  Lafontaine.  The  day's  events  will 
be  partially  funded  by  the  Coordinating 
Committee  of  the  Rte  Nationale. 

Further  information  can  be  obtained 
by  phoning  (514)866-2131. 

VANCOUVER  —  A  Conference  of 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  of  British 
Columbia  will  be  held  Sunday,  June  17 
at  the  Brittania  Centre  Library  in 
Vancouver. 

Registrations,  suggestions  and 
requests  for  information  should  be 
directed  to:  Conference  Planning 
Committee,  c/o  4-977  Broughton  St, 
Vancouver,  BC  V6G  2A4.D 
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Rights  officials  make  jokes, 
group  demands  resignations 


VICTORIA  —  The  Coalition  for 
Human  Rights  held  a  public  meeting  in 
Victoria  May  3,  and  called  for  the  resig- 
nation of  the  present  BC  Human  Rights 
Commission. 

The  newly-formed  coalition,  made  up 
of  representatives  of  minorities  in  the 
Victoria  area,  arranged  the  meeting  to 
discuss  insulting  remarks  about  women 
and  homosexuals  made  a  month  earlier 
by  Human  Rights  Commissioners. 

Billed  as  a  "Public  Indignation  Meet- 
ing," the  gathering  attracted  about  100 
people.  In  the  audience  were  two  candid- 
ates running  in  the  provincial  election, 
three  federal  candidates,  as  well  as  two 
Human  Rights  Commissioners. 

The  controversy  over  the  commission 
began  April  4,  at  a  regular  monthly 
meeting.  Norrie  Preston,  a  member  of 
the  human  rights  committee  of  the  Can- 
adian Advisory  Council  on  the  Status  of 
Women,  was  an  observer  at  the  meeting, 
the  first  to  be  open  to  the  public.  Pres- 
ton was  "appalled"  by  the  behaviour  of 
the  commissioners. 

"They  just  sat  there  and  joked  and 
jocked  around,"  she  said.  "The  meeting 
resembled  a  boy's  locker  room." 
Preston  was  concerned  with  the  sarcastic 
remarks  the  commissioners  made  about 
women  and  homosexuals.  At  one  point, 
commissioner  Ted  Pearce  suggested  (to 
laughter  from  commission  members) 
that  the  commission  should  establish  a 
"take-a-gay-to-lunch  day." 

The  first  Human  Rights  Commission 
in  BC  was  created  in  1973  by  the  New 
Democratic  Party.  According  to  Shirley 
Wakeham,  a  member  of  the  Status  of 
Women  Action  Group,  that  commission 
was  "vocal,  hardworking,  and  took 
their  responsibility  seriously."  Its 
appointment  ended  in  December  1977 
and  it  was  not  until  eight  months  later 
that  the  Social  Credit  government  ap- 
pointed the  present  commission. 

Since  that  time,  the  commission  has 
not  adopted  one  human  rights  pro- 
gramme. 

One  of  the  present  commissioners, 
Jock  Smith,  was  involved  in  Human 
Rights  Code  violations  in  1976  and  1978. 
Another  member,  Louis  Chekov,  was  a 
1975  company  nominee  on  an  arbitra- 
tion board  which  ruled  against  women 
denied  access  to  certain  jobs. 

Another  commission  member, 
Anglican  clergyman  Neil  Vant,  has  stated 
publicly  that  homosexuals  should  not  be 
employed  as  teachers  because  "when 
they  can't  find  consenting  adults  they 
sometimes  prey  on  others."  He  said, 
"I've  consulted  members  of  the  RCMP 
on  this  matter.  Homosexuals  have  been 
known  to  be  prone  to  assaulting  child- 
ren." 

Vant  is  in  disagreement  with  the 
Anglican  Church's  House  of  Bishops 
statement  that  homosexuals  can  be 
ordained.  Asked  if  he  thought  that  pre- 
judice toward  homosexuals  was  justi- 
fied, he  said,  "In  certain  quarters,  I'd 
say  it  is.  But  some  people  base  it  on 
hearsay  and  jokes  prevalent  among  the 
vast  majority  of  people. " 


"Tradition  and  Scripture  say  there  is 
no  room  for  a  homosexual  to  take  a 
position  of  leadership,"  Vant  said. 
"Homosexuality  is  very  abnormal.  You 
would  almost  label  them  sick  people." 

Kathleen  Ruff,  Director  of  the  BC 
Human  Rights  Branch,  stated  publicly 
that  her  department  would  launch  an  in- 
vestigation if  anyone  alleged  he  or  she 
was  fired  for  being  homosexual.  Mal- 
treatment of  children,  not  sexual  orient- 
ation, should  determine  whether  a  teach- 
er was  fired.  "If  anyone,  whether 
heterosexual  or  homosexual,  abuses  a 
child,  that  would  be  proper  cause  for 
dismissal,"  she  said. 

Ruff,  who  was  also  present  at  the 
April  3  meeting,  was  censured  by  the 
commission  for  her  criticisms  of  the 
government's  inactions  in  education  and 
human  rights. 

The  commission  and  the  branch  are 
separate;  while  the  commission  is  res- 
ponsible for  educating  the  public,  the 
branch  is  charged  with  enforcing  the 
Human  Rights  Code.  The  commission  in 
their  April  3  meeting  discussed  in  camera 
the  possibility  of  making  the  branch  res- 
ponsible to  the  commission. 

The  Feminist  Lesbian  Action  Group 
(FLAG)  first  arranged  an  organizational 
meeting  to  discuss  concerns  about  the 
commission.  Members  from  SEARCH 
(Victoria),  the  Victoria  Jewish  Informa- 
tion  Committee,  the  Victoria  Civil 
Liberties  Association,  and  eight  other 
groups  met  April  19.  Taking  the  name 
Coalition  for  Human  Rights,  the  group 
took  out  a  newspaper  ad  and  distributed 
leaflets  at  provincial  candidates  meetings 
in  the  Greater  Victoria  area  calling  for 
the  resignation  of  the  commission. 

People  at  the  "Public  Indignation 
Meeting' '  felt  that  an  apology  made  two 
days  earlier  by  the  commission  was  not 
enough.  Martin  Bartlett,  a  gay  man, 
asked,  "How  can  the  commission  do  its 
job  if  its  members  share  the  same  pre- 
judices they're  supposed  to  uproot?  We 
have  to  demand  a  new  commission  that 
promotes  human  rights  and  that  has 
people  on  it  who  feel  the  burden  of  dis- 
crimination." 

Old  people,  women,  Indo-Canadians 
and  native  Canadians  were  represented 
at  the  meeting  along  with  Blacks,  Jews 
and  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Representa- 
tives of  the  various  groups  will  continue 
to  meet  to  discuss  human  rights  issues. 

RicLangfordD 

By-law  puts 
porn  under  wraps 

HAMILTON  —  City  council  here  has 
passed  by  a  13-5  vote  an  anti-porno- 
graphy by-law,  the  only  one  of  its  kind 
in  North  America,  to  control  magazines 
appealing  to  "erotic  or  sexual  appetites . ' ' 

The  by-law  states  that  publications 
such  as  Penthouse  and  Playboy  must  be 
at  least  six  feet  above  ground  level  or 
behind  counters  in  all  stores  and 
wrapped  in  sealed  packages  with  only 
the  titles  exposed.  D 


Going  after  Williams:  Bob  Cook  (I)  talks  to  voters  about  Socred  Labour  Minister 

BC  candidate  scores  points 


VANCOUVER  —  The  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  (GATE)  ran  a  protest 
candidate  in  the  BC  provincial  election, 
held  May  10.  Robert  Cook,  a  29-year- 
old  instructor  at  Capilano  College,  ran 
in  West  Vancouver-Howe  Sound,  the 
riding  of  Social  Credit  Labour  Minister 
Alan  Williams. 

GATE  fielded  a  candidate  in  order  to 
focus  attention  on  the  Socred  govern- 
ment's failure  to  deal  adequately  with 
human  rights  issues.  Cook  drew  atten- 
tion in  particular  to  Williams'  failure  to 
dismiss  Human  Rights  Commission 
members  who  had  spoken  contemp- 
tuously of  women  and  gays.  (See  story 
this  page.) 

Cook,  who  garnered  slightly  more 
than  100  votes,  said,  "We  find  it 
necessary  to  go  after  Williams  because 
no  one  is  prepared  to  level  consistent 
criticism  of  the  performance  of  the 
Social  Credit-appointed  Human  Rights 


Commission,  most  of  whose  members 
are  conscious  upholders  of  discrimina- 
tion." 

GATE  feels  that  gay  rights  is  a  hands- 
off  issue  for  the  major  political  parties 
because  of  fear  of  being  identified  with 
an  unpopular,  vote-losing  issue. 

Capilano  College,  where  Cook 
teaches,  has  received  a  number  of  calls 
complaining  of  his  candidacy  in  the 
election.  Some  of  the  calls  are  reported 
to  have  been  made  by  Board  members  of 
the  college. 

In  Vancouver  Centre,  the  Society  for 
Political  Action  for  Gay  People  (SPAG) 
sponsored  a  provincial  all-candidates 
meeting.  At  the  meeting  two  Progres- 
sive-Conservative candidates,  Doug 
Henderson  and  Keith  Eadie,  came  out 
publicly.  Although  they  were  not 
elected,  the  two  men  helped  other  can- 
didates to  begin  dealing  with  gay 
issues.  □ 


No  student  for  TBP 
Arts  Council  says 


TORONTO  —  The  Ontario  Arts 
Council  has  turned  down  The  Body 
PoUtic's  application  for  a  summer 
employee  under  the  Experience  79  Pro- 
gramme. 

The  rejection  came  in  a  letter  from 
Louis  Applebaum,  Executive  Director 
of  the  arts  funding  agency.  The  only 
reason  given  was  the  "uncertain  judicial 
situation"  of  TBP,  a  reference  to  the 
Crown's  decision  to  appeal  the 
magazine's  acquittal  in  February.  This  is 
the  second  year  in  which  the  Arts 
Council  has  used  the  charges  against  the 
magazine  as  a  reason  for  turning  down 
its  application. 

Ron  Evans,  the  Arts  Council's 
director  of  planning  and  policy,  told 
reporters  that  the  Council  was  worried 
about  "putting  a  young  person  on  a 
Government  salary...  inside  such  an 
operation."  He  said  that  if  the  appeal 
were  successful,  it  might  harm  a  young 
person's  future  work  prospects  because 
of  association  with  the  magazine. 

"The  explanation  is  absurd,"  said 
Gerald  Hannon,  TBP  news  editor. 
"There  is  no  legal  uncertainty.  We  were 
very  clearly  acquitted  of  any  criminal 
charge.  Not  guiltv  means  not  guilty.  The 


Arts  Council  is  just  bowing  to  political 
pressure  from  Queen's  Park." 

Last  September  after  a  long  delay,  the 
Arts  Council  gave  TBP  a  small  operating 
grant  of  $1650  while  criminal  charges 
were  still  pending,  under  the  principle 
that  a  person  is  innocent  until  proven 
guilty.  At  the  time,  Rueben  Baetz, 
Ontario  Minister  of  Culture  and 
Recreation,  criticized  the  Council,  an 
independent  body,  for  this  decision.  He 
suggested  that  it  think  more  carefully 
before  handing  out  money  in  a  way  in 
which  Ontario  taxpayers  would  not 
approve. 

"The  concern  for  the  student's 
welfare  is  especially  flimsy,"  said 
Hannon.  "It  would  be  entirely  up  to 
that  person  to  decide  whether  or  not  to 
work  here.  Council  is  just  helping  to 
create  the  stigma  it  professes  to  be 
protecting  students  from." 

"The  only  thing  that  is  uncertain." 
concluded  TBP's  lawyer,  Clayton  Ruby, 
"is  whether  the  Attorney  General  of 
Ontario,  Roy  McMurty.  intends  to 
squander  public  money  for  the  next  five 
years  pursuing  fruitless  appeals." 

Asked  by  TBP  to  reconsider  its 
decision,  the  Ontario  Arts  Council 
replied:  "The  Executive  Committee 
considered  your  letter,  reiterated 
Council's  original  decision  and  will  not 
make  any  apology,  public  or  private,  for 
that  decision. "□ 
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In  Saskatchewan,  gay  people  discover  that 
party  policy  is  not  enough,  even  when 
the  party  is  in  power.  (Now  what  was  it 
somebody  said  about  power?...) 


Union  backs  gays 

LONDON  —  The  Ontario  Division  of  the 
Canadian  Union  of  Public  Employees 
(CUPE)  has  given  recognition  to  the 
particular  discrimination  faced  by  gay  and 
lesbian  workers  and  amended  its 
constitution  to  ensure  their  equality  within 
the  union. 

Two  resolutions  were  passed  at  the  May 
11-13  annual  convention  of  the  union, 
which  represents  100,000  workers  in 
Ontario.  The  first  resolution  amended  the 
general  human  rights  clause  in  CUPE's 
constitution  to  include  sexual  orientation. 
The  clause  states  that  the  division  "stands 
unequivocally  for  equality  of  treatment  and 
will  oppose  discrimination  wherever  it 
occurs  or  appears." 

The  preamble  to  the  second  resolution 
states  that  CUPE  "recognizes  lesbian  and 
gay  workers  face  a  special  sort  of  job 
discrimination."  It  commits  the  union  to 
"encouraging  affiliates  to  bargain  for  the 
inclusion  of  sexual  orientation  in  the  non- 
discrimination clause  of  their  collective 
agreements"  and  to  "including  it  as  a  prior- 
ity in  any  educational  newsletter  or  article. ' ' 

The  amendments  were  proposed  by  three 
Toronto  units  in  which  lesbians  and  gay 
men  have  taken  an  active  role.  They  were 
Local  19%  (Metro  Central  Library),  Local 
1230  (University  of  Toronto  Library)  and 
Local  1582  (Metro  Central  Library). 

The  constitutional  amendment  did  not 


pass  without  debate.  Its  introduction  was 
greeted  with  laughter  from  the  convention 
floor  and  the  first  speaker  to  the 
microphone,  Niagara  Local  1287  delegate 
Eric  Waldron,  said  he  felt  the  appropriate 
phrase  should  be  "lesbians  and  queers."  He 
would,  however,  go  along  with 
"homosexuals." 

"I  was  the  next  to  speak,"  said  Hugh 
English,  a  gay  activist  in  Local  1996.  "I  was 
furious  by  the  time  I  got  the  mike.  I  told  the 
delegates  that  Waldron's  terms  were 
insulting  and  that  they  would  not  dare  use 
'nigger'  or  'chick'  for  Blacks  or  women.  I 
reminded  them  that  only  a  few  years  ago 
CUPE  was  actually  saying  there  were  no 
special  problems  facing  women  in  the 
workplace." 

The  remaining  speakers  supported  the 
resolution  and  chastised  delegates  for  not 
taking  the  issue  seriously.  The  resolution 
passed  with  the  required  two-thirds 
majority. 

The  second  resolution  came  to  the  floor 
of  the  convention  the  next  day  and  passed 
with  very  little  discussion.  "This  time  there 
was  no  laughter,"  said  English.  The 
resolutions  committee  made  one  change 
which  may  be  challenged  next  year,  he 
added.  Waldron,  a  member  of  the 
committee,  succeeded  in  getting  "lesbian 
and  gay  workers"  changed  to  "homosexual 
workers." 

"The  acceptance  of  these  gay  rights 
motions  is  an  important  first  step,"  said 


English.  "It's  a  message  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men  that  there  is  support  to  be  got  from 
organized  workers.  But  there  is  still  a  great 
distance  from  this  to  winning  real 
acceptance  in  the  trade  union  movement." 
The  convention  failed  to  deal  adequately 
with  other  democratic  issues  raised  by  the 
library  locals,  according  to  English.  A 
proposal  for  a  women's  standing  committee 
to  coordinate  the  feminist  role  in  the  unions 
met  with  defeat.  □ 

NOP  backs  down: 
no  rights  in  Sask 

REGINA  —  Saskatchewan's  NDP 
government  has  decided  not  to  include 
sexual  orientation  among  proposed 
amendments  to  the  province's  Human 
Rights  Code.  New  human  rights 
legislation  was  introduced  in  the 
Saskatchewan  legislature  April  20  by 
Attorney  General  Roy  Romanow. 

On  November  19  of  last  year,  the 
Saskatchewan  NDP's  annual  convention 
approved  a  resolution  calling  for  a  law 
to  forbid  discrimination  against 
homosexuals.  Two  years  prior  to  that,  a 
similar  resolution  had  passed  in  the 
party's  Executive  Council. 

The  gay  community  in  Saskatchewan 
felt  angered  and  betrayed  by  the  gov- 
ernment's action.  A  protest  demon- 
stration was  held  in  Regina  May  5. 


About  70  people,  including  gays,  the 
handicapped,  senior  citizens  as  well  as 
anti-nuclear  development  protesters 
marched  to  the  legislature.  The  group 
was  met  by  MLA  Bill  Allen. 

Allen,  who  appeared  to  be  hostile  to 
the  demonstrators,  called  homosexuality 
a  "moral  issue"  and  said  that  the 
government  has  had  more  negative  than 
positive  feedback  from  people  on  the 
proposal  to  include  sexual  orientation  in 
the  Human  Rights  Code.  The  gay 
community  in  Saskatchewan  claims  that 
is  simply  not  true. 

The  demonstrators  yelled  and  jeered 
as  Allen  attempted  to  defend  the 
government's  back-down  from  official 
party  position.  The  gay  community  is 
speculating  that  the  government  is  afraid 
to  be  seen  as  protecting  gay  cabinet 
ministers.  This  is  the  result  of  a  recent 
controversy  in  the  legislature  over 
whether  or  not  there  are  gays  in  Premier 
Blakeney's  cabinet  (TBP,  May). 
Blakeney  hotly  denied  what  he  termed 
"contemptible"  charges. 

Gays  within  the  NDP  believe  that 
there  is  no  alternative  to  continuing  to 
work  within  the  party.  TBP's  sources 
indicate  that  many  will  concentrate  on 
making  clear  at  the  constituency  level 
that  there  is  no  "divine  right  of 
incumbents"  to  retain  their  riding 
nomination  if  they  go  against  party 
policy.  □ 
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"Celebrating  10  years  of  lesbian/gay  liberation" 
"Celebrons  Wans  de  liberation  homosexuelle" 


Annual  get-together  &  Birthday  Party 

Over  25  workshops  and  3  panels: 

1.  Human  Rights  Commissions  and  Minority  Rights  (Fed- 
eral and  provincial  participants) 

2.  Our  First  Ten  Years  and  Beyond  (participants  from 
across  Canada) 

3.  Fighting  Back  in  the  Courts  (a  review  of  each  current 
case) 

Rally  and  Demonstration  on  June  30th 

7th  Annual  Conference  for  Lesbians  and  Gay  men 

sponsored  by  the 

Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay  rights  Coalition 

Individual  Registration  fees: 
Students/Unemployed:  $5.00 
Others:  $7.00  before  1 5  June 
$10.00  after  15  June 


Retour  aux  sources  et  Super-fete 

Environ  25  atelier  et  3  colloques: 

1.  Les  Commissions  des  droits  de  la  personne  et  les 
minorites  (participation  federate  et  provinciale) 

2.  Au-dela  d'une  premiere  decade  (representants  de  par 
le  pays) 

3.  Votre  Honneur,  nous  ripostons!  (Nos  causes  devant 
lestribunaux) 

Rassemblement  et  defile  le  30  juin 

7e  Congres  annuel  pour  lesbiennes  et  gais 

parraine  par  la 

Coalition  canadienne  pour  les  droit  des  lesbiennes 

et  des  gais 

Frais  d'inscription  individuels: 
Etudiants/sans  emploi:  $5.00 
Autres:  $7.00  avant  le  15  juin 
$10.00  apresle  15  juin 


PO  Box  2919,  Stn  D  -  CP  2919  Succ.  D,  Ottawa  (Ontario)  Canada  K1P  5W9 

(613)233-0152/238-1717 

Ottawa,  June  27  juin- July  2  juillet,  1979 

Pre-conference  activities  start  June  15  /  Activites  sociales  des  le  15  juin 
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Tory  sweep  unseals  lesbian  MP 


LONDON  —  Maureen  Colquhoun, 
former  Labour  Party  MP  for  the  riding 
of  Northhampton  North,  has  lost 
her  bid  to  retain  her  seat  in  Parliament 
in  the  British  national  elections  May  3. 

Colquhoun  created  a  furor  inside  her 
party  when  she  came  out  as  a  lesbian  in 
1977.  An  attempt  by  constituency  Lab- 
our Party  officials  to  dump  her  early  last 
year  was  defeated  and  the  party's  selec- 
tion committee  adopted  her  as  official 
Labour  candidate  for  the  1979  elections. 

Colquhoun  described  her  re-nomina- 
tion as  "a  victory  for  gays  and  for  com- 
mon sense.  The  message  for  gay  people 
is  Be  Out!  Here  1  am  adopted  by  ordin- 
ary working  people  who  know  full  well 
about  my  sexuality." 

Colquhoun's  sexuality  did  not  play  a 
significant  part  in  the  campaign  or  her 
defeat.  However,  the  nation-wide  swing 
to  the  Conservatives  which  toppled  the 
Labour  government  also  undercut  the 
lesbian  MP's  slender  majority  of  1,534 
votes  from  the  last  election. 

The  British  Liberal  Party,  which  ap- 
proved an  election  manifesto  to  commit- 
ting the  party  to  removing  all  legal  dis- 
crimination based  on  sexual  orientation, 
also  fared  badly  in  the  Tory  sweep. 
Former  Liberal  leader  Jeremy  Thorpe, 
presently  awaiting  trial  on  charges  of 
conspiracy  to  murder  a  man  who  claims 
he  is  Thorpe's  ex-lover,  lost  by  a  wide 
margin  in  his  southwest  English  riding  of 


Witch  hunt  flops, 
DA  fails  to  convict 

BOSTON  —  The  prophecy  of  former 
District  Attorney  Barrett  Byrne,  made 
during  the  height  of  the  so-called  Revere 
boy  sex  scandal,  has  proven  unfounded. 
Byrne  promised  that  all  24  of  the  men 
arrested  would  be  found  guilty  within 
three  months. 

The  men  were  arrested  in  December 
1977  on  charges  of  having  sex  with 
minors,  in  a  case  which  generated 
hysterical  anti-gay  media  coverage. 
Byrne  claimed  that  many  more  indict- 
ments would  be  forthcoming  as  a  result 
of  a  hotline  set  up  to  take  anomymous 
tips  against  "child  molesters."  No  fur- 
ther suspects  were  arrested,  however, 
and  the  Boston  Boise  Committee,  a  gay 
defence  group,  soon  forced  the  "hot- 
line" to  close  down. 

Byrne  was  defeated  in  elections  last 
November  and  the  new  District  Attorney 


North  Devon. 

Although  Thorpe's  alleged  relation- 
ship with  Norman  Scott  was  not  used  by 
his  opponents,  according  to  Gay  News 
editor  Michael  Mason,  "no  one  needed 
to  be  reminded  of  the  case." 

John  Tyndall,  leader  of  the  neo- 
fascist  National  Front,  told  an  election 
rally  April  20  that  he  felt  it  was  "a  crime 
to  promote  homosexuality." 

"Now  they  are  noisily  parading 
around,  arrogantly  demanding  this, 
demanding  that,"  he  said.  "I  believe 
that  it's  time  that  the  normal  minority 
(sic)  of  this  country  had  their  rights.  Our 
schools  should  be  places  to  produce 
men,  real  men  and  real  women." 

The  Front,  which  calls  for  the  deport- 
ation of  non-whites  from  the  British 
Isles,  consistently  held  rallies  in  areas 
heavily  populated  by  immigrants  — 
especially  Asians.  Anti-Nazi  groups,  in- 
cluding many  gays,  demonstrated  out- 
side Front  functions.  At  one  such  rally 
in  the  Asian  neighbourhood  of  Sou t hall, 
police  attacked  the  Anti-Nazis,  killing 
one  demonstrator.  The  Front  failed  to 
win  any  seats. 

There  was  no  major  gay  intervention 
during  the  campaign.  Several  groups  or- 
ganized to  ask  questions  on  gay  rights  at 
all-candidates  meetings,  but  homosex- 
uality did  not  emerge  as  a  major  election 
issue.  □ 


moved  rapidly  to  dispose  of  the  cases. 
Several  were  dropped  at  an  early  stage 
for  lack  of  evidence  and  two  more  men 
were  completely  exonerated  in  late 
April.  Others  have  plea-bargained  and 
pleaded  quilty  to  lesser  charges.  Dr 
Donald  Allen,  found  guilty  of  having 
sex  with  a  14-year-old,  was  given  super- 
vised probation.  None  of  the  cases  has 
resulted  in  prison  sentences,  although 
the  maximum  possible  sentence  for  sex 
with  minors  in  Massachusetts  is  life 
imprisonment. 

"For  the  past  18  months  there  has 
been  a  witchhunt  against  gay  men  in 
Massachusetts,"  said  John  Ward, 
attorney  for  one  of  the  defendents. 
"Gay  people  fought  back.  In  most  cases 
gay  people  won.  If  there  had  not  been  a 
Boston  Boise  Committee  many  of  the 
men  in  the  Revere  cases  would  be  in 
prison.  There  has  been  much  harassment 
for  political  reasons  —  but  the  gay  com- 
munity has  been  vindicated. "□ 


Gay  book  banned 
from  state  schools 

MELBOURNE  —  A  well-orchestrated 
campaign  by  fundamentalist  Christians 
has  succeeded  in  banning  the  informa- 
tion booklet  Young,  Gay  and  Proud 
from  the  Victoria  school  system. 

After  weeks  of  pressure,  the  state  min- 
ister of  education  has  instructed  all 
headmasters  to  "insure  that  copies  of 
books  seeking  to  foster  homosexual  be- 
haviour aren't  available  to  children  with- 
in school  libraries  and  that  such  books, 
films  and  other  audio-visual  material  are 
not  recommended  or  made  available  to 
pupils  by  teachers." 

Young,  Gay  and  Proud  has  sold  over 
5000  copies  since  its  release  last  year  and 
has  been  well  received  byjboth  students 
and  teachers.  The  book,  which  gives 
positive  information  on  gay  life  and  sex- 
uality, was  received  quietly  in 
Melbourne  but  caused  a  storm  of  con- 
troversy when  it  was  introduced  into 
country  areas.  Fundamentalist  preachers 
were  soon  stirring  up  a  campaign  among 
parents  to  have  the  book  banned. 

Gay  Teachers  and  Students  Group 
representative  Gary  Jaynes  termed  the 
minister's  edict  "unnecessary,  pre-emp- 
tive and  a  gross  over- reaction."  He  ex- 
pressed his  concern  for  the  future  of 
school  sexuality  education  pro- 
grammes, "which  are  becoming  fre- 
quently vulnerable  to  pressures  from 
fringe  groups  wishing  to  impose  their 
restrictive  morality  on  everybody." 

The  fundamentalist  Committee  to 
Raise  Educational  Standards  is  now  cir- 
culating petitions  calling  for  the  removal 
of  "all  homosexuals  and  other  persons 
who  are  actively  engaged  in  promoting 
homosexual  behaviour  whether  within 
schools  or  in  the  community.  "□ 

San  Francisco 
recruits  gay  cops 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  This  city's  police 
department  has  begun  a  recruiting  drive 
among  the  gay  community. 

Over  18,000  notices  have  been  distri- 
buted soliciting  applications  and  stating 
that  "candidates  will  be  considered 
without  regard  to  sexual  orientation." 
According  to  city  officials,  this  is  the 
first  gay  police  recruitment  drive  to  be 
officially  sanctioned  and  encouraged  in 
the  US. 

The  campaign  has  attracted  applica- 
tions from  over  350  gay  people;  14%  of 
the  applicants  were  lesbians. 

Other  police  departments  across  the 
US  oppose  the  hiring  of  gays  and  those 
detected  are  usually  fired.  No  organized 
opposition  has  so  far  emerged  within  the 
San  Francisco  police  force.  D 

Cops  stall  probe 
on  dyke  bar  raid 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  This  city's  fem- 
inist and  gay  communities  are  charging  a 
coverup  in  the  investigation  of  a  police 
invasion  of  a  local  lesbian  bar. 

On  Friday  March  30,  eight  apparently 
drunken  men  attempted  to  force  their 


way  inside  "Peg's  Place"  shouting 
"Let's  go  get  the  dykes!"  Of  the  three 
men  who  succeeded  in  getting  past 
bouncer  Alene  Levine,  two  were  off- 
duty  policemen.  Both  Levine  and  bar 
owner  Erlinda  Symaco  were  hospitalized 
as  a  result  of  injuries  sustained  in  the  at- 
tack. Symaco  may  require  spinal  sur- 
gery. 

Tom  Steel,  attorney  for  the  two  les- 
bians, feels  that  both  the' police  depart- 
ment and  the  DA's  office  have  demon- 
strated great  reluctance  to  investigate 
and  prosecute  the  officers  involved. 
"We're  having  to  pull  their  arms  and 
legs  constantly  to  get  them  to  do  any- 
thing." 

District  Attorney  Joseph  Freitas 
admitted  that  the  police  department's  in- 
ternal investigation  had  been  "shoddy." 
So  far  only  one  of  the  officers  has  been 
charged.  Freitas  claims  that  "conflicting 
testimony"  has  prevented  him  from  fil- 
ing charges  of  criminal  assault  against 
the  other  officer. 

"Since  the  assassination  of  Mayor 
George  Moscone  and  Supervisor  Harvey 
Milk,  harassment  of  gays  by  straight 
gangs  and  police  has  escalated,"  said 
Levine.  She  has  received  45  threatening 
or  obscene  phone  calls  since  her  unlisted 
home  phone  number  appeared  on  the 
police  report  of  the  incident.  D 

Irish  party  sets 
gay  rights  policy 

DUBLIN  —  The  main  opposition  party 
in  the  Irish  Republic  has  adopted  gay 
rights  as  official  policy. 

The  Fine  Gael  Party's  national  con- 
vention has  voted  overwhelmingly  in 
favour  of  reviewing  the  laws  against 
male  homosexuality.  It  is  expected  that 
this  would  lead  to  decriminalization 
similar  to  the  British  reforms  of  1967. 

This  is  the  first  significant  break- 
through into  "establishment  politics" 
for  Irish  gays. 

The  next  Irish  general  election  will 
take  place  in  1981  and  there  are  signs 
that  the  present  ruling  Fianna  Fail  party 
may  loose  its  large  majority  in  Parlia- 
ment. If  this  is  the  case,  the  Fine  Gael 
gay  rights  policy  may  well  have  an  effect 
on  whatever  government  is  formed  after 
1981.  □ 

Governor  orders 
discrimination  ban 

SACRAMENTO  —  California 
Governor  Edmond  Brown  issued  an 
executive  order  April  4  prohibiting  dis- 
crimination in  state  employment  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  preference. 

The  order  applies  to  all  agencies, 
departments,  boards  and  commissions 
of  the  Executive  Branch  of  the  State 
government  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Governor.  The  order  is  only  the  second 
of  its  kind  in  the  US.  The  first  was  issued 
in  1975  by  former  Pennsylvania  Gov- 
ernor Milton  Shapp. 

The  move, which  gives  the  State  Per- 
sonnel Board  the  authority  to  remedy 
any  violations,  was  the  result  of  years  of 
work  by  gay  and  civil  liberties  groups. □ 
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Homosexuality  is  not  a  crime  in  Brazil, 
said  the  judge,  "therefore,  how  can  the 
publication  of  news  about  homosexuality 
be  considered  against  public  decency?" 


Celso  Curi 


Journalist  acquitted 

SAO  PAULO  —  Brazilian  journalist 
Celso  Curi  has  been  absolved  of  all 
charges  of  "offending  public  morals  and 
decency." 

Curi  was  charged  in  March  1977  after 
his  regular  column  in  a  Sao  Paulo  news- 
paper repeatedly  dealt  with  gay  issues. 
Curi  lost  his  job  as  a  columnist  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  charges. 

In  his  March  12  decision  Judge  Regis 
de  Castilho  Barbosa  pointed  out  that 
homosexuality  is  not  a  crime  in  Brazil 
and  asked:  "Therefore,  how  can  the 
publication  of  news  about  homosexual- 
ity be  considered  against  public  decen- 
cy?" The  Judge  also  found  that  the  col- 
umns "were  not  of  the  obscene  charac- 
ter which  had  been  attributed  to  them." 

The  decision  was  a  landmark  victory 
for  the  Brazilian  gay  movement  in  its 
struggle  with  Brazil's  military  govern- 
ment over  freedom  of  the  press.  It  is  ex- 
pected to  strengthen  the  cases  of  Istoe, 
Lampiao  and  Interview,  three  gay  publi- 
cations presently  charged  under  the 
same  law. 

The  victory  came  at  a  time  when  Bra- 
zil's 15-year-old  military  dictatorship  is 
being  challenged  by  a  sudden  upsurge  in 
independent  journalism,  and  by  an  out- 
break of  illegal  strikes  and  the  develop- 
ment of  political  consciousness  and  or- 
ganization among  minorities. 

In  February  gays  were  invited  to  join 
with  Blacks,  Indians,  feminists  and 
Marxist  political  groups  in  a  week-long 
forum  on  the  Nature  of  Liberation 
Movements,  at  the  University  of  Sao 
Paulo.  It  was  the  first  time  that  gay  lib- 
eration had  become  a  matter  for  debate 
in  the  country's  budding  democratic 
movement.  □ 

University  sabotages 
gay  summer  studies 

MARSEILLES  —  Activities  planned  by 
the  French  gay  movement  are  being  sab- 
otaged by  last  minute  policy  changes  of 
municipal  and  university  authorities. 

In  Rennes  the  April  gay  festival 
"Other  Words  About  Another  Desire" 
went  ahead  as  planned  in  the  local 
Maison  des  Jeunes  et  de  la  Culture 
(MJQ,  a  youth-oriented  community 
centre,  despite  the  last  minute 


withdrawal  of  permission  by  the  MJC 
administration.  The  youth  centre's 
board  had  given  in  to  pressure  from 
right  wing  anti-gay  groups. 

The  Rennes  Gay  Liberation  Front 
refused  to  accept  the  reversal  and  GLF 
members  occupied  the  MJC  building. 
Film  and  theatre  presentations  went 
ahead  as  planned,  drawing  record 
crowds  because  of  the  unexpected  pub- 
licity. 

On  April  24  in  Lyon,  lesbian  and  gay 
groups  held  a  press  conference  to  protest 
an  about-face  by  the  Marseilles  Regional 
University  Authority  (CROUS).  In  Feb- 
ruary the  CROUS  administration  had 
agreed  to  provide  lodging  on  the  Luminy 
Campus  for  delegates  to  this  summer's 
Gay  University,  a  programme  organized 
by  lesbian  and  gay  groups  from  across 
France. 

On  March  16,  however,  the  decision 
was  reversed  and  organizers  were  told 
that  the  600  promised  beds  would  not  be 
available. 

A  CROUS  director  told  organizers 
appealing  the  reversal  that  he  had  "the 
right  not  to  like  homosexuals"  and 
threatened  to  call  the  police  if  gays  at- 
tempted to  occupy  university  buildings 
in  retaliation. 

Planning  of  the  summer  programme, 
which  includes  classes  and  discussions 
on  gay  history,  sexuality  and  organiza- 
tion, began  last  November.  The  idea  has 
the  support  of  many  Marseilles  munici- 
pal councillors  and  university  officials. 

Ironically,  the  setback  came  just  be- 
fore the  publication  of  a  national 
opinion  poll  on  French  attitudes  toward 
homosexuality.  The  survey  found  that 
55%  of  those  questioned  thought  homo- 
sexual activity  was  a  "fundamental  per- 
sonal right."  Only  1%  felt  that  it  was 
"criminal.  "□ 

Washington  march 
fails  to  get  support 

NEW  YORK  —  Although  National  Gay 
Task  Force  has  issued  a  statement  agree- 
ing "to  support  any  of  our  members 
who  choose  to  participate"  in  October's 
planned  National  Gay  March  in  Wash- 
ington, it  is  refusing  to  endorse  the 
march.  NGTF  says  it  is  "troubled  by  the 
process  used  in  planning  and  organiz- 
ing" and  is  hampered  by  its  own  "limit- 
ed resources." 

Another  statement  issued  jointly  by 
the  Metropolitan  Community  Church, 
Integrity  Inc,  and  the  Gay  Rights  Na- 
tional Lobby  states:  "after  careful  con- 
sideration we  have  decided  that  this  par- 
ticular action  at  this  point  in  time  is  not 
a  priority  for  us.  Further,  it  does  not 
seem  to  us  to  have  sufficient  focus  to 
merit  the  diversion  of  resources  that  this 
effort  would  entail."  The  groups  add, 
however,  that  "we  will  not  oppose  or 
interfere  in  this  effort." 

The  National  March  continues  to  have 
endorsement  and  support  from  a  large 
number  of  lesbian  and  gay  groups  across 
the  US.  Planning  is  being  conducted  in 
50  states  at  city,  state  and  regional  levels. 
Decisions  made  at  these  levels  will  be 
taken  by  delegates  to  a  National  Plan- 
ning Conference  scheduled  to  take  place 
in  Houston,  Texas  from  July  6  to  8.  □ 


Customs  declares 
books  indecent 

AUCKLAND  —  The  9th  edition  of 
Spartacus  International  Gay  Guide, 
1979  has  been  seized  by  New  Zealand 
Customs  officials  and  declared  indecent. 

The  guide,  which  is  an  international 
listing  of  hotels,  clubs,  restaurants  and 
bars  that  welcome  gay  men  and  women, 
has  been  widely  available  around  the 
world  since  1970. 

"Advertisements  from  some  estab- 
lishments may  depict  a  drawing  of  a 
male  or  female,  but  certainly  nothing 
that  could  be  taken  as  offensive  mater- 
ial," said  Brett  Sheppard,  representative 
of  the  company  importing  the  book  and 
publisher  of  the  New  Zealand  gay  maga- 
zine OUT!. 

The  move  is  only  one  of  a  series  of  ar- 
bitrary seizures  of  gay  publications  at 
the  Auckland  International  Airport.  Re- 
cently Campaign,  the  Australian  nation- 
al gay  newspaper,  and  Young,  Gay  and 
Proud,  a  sex  education  book  produced 
by  the  Australian  Gay  Teachers  ana  Stu- 
dents Group,  were  also  confiscated  des- 


pite the  fact  that  copies  are  legally  avail- 
able inside  the  country. 

OUT!  publishers  announced  they 
would  appeal  the  decision  and  accused 
the  customs  department  of  setting  them- 
selves up  as  "moral  protectors,  exercis- 
ing an  individual  viewpoint  outside  the 
true  spirit  of  the  customs  act . "  □ 

Mexico  group 
starts  gay  paper 

MEXICO  CITY  —  El  Grupo  Lambda 
de  Liberacion  Homosexual  recently  an- 
nounced plans  to  begin  publication  of  a 
regular  newspaper.  The  paper  will  be  the 
first  publication  of  its  kind  in  Mexico 
and  the  group  expects  it  to  serve  as  a 
forum  for  that  country's  emerging  gay 
rights  movement. 

Lambda  is  an  organization  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  "dedicated  to  the  struggle 
for  a  society  free  of  sexism  and  oppres- 
sion." It  is  part  of  Mexico's  Coalition  of 
Lesbian  and  Homosexual  Organiza- 
tions. 

The  first  issue  of  the  paper  is  expected 
to  be  available  after  May  1 .  □ 


/endell  Ballantyne  (I)  and  Steven  Whiting,  excommunicated  by  the  Mormons  and  forced  to 
leave  Brigham  Young  University. 

Mormon  students  excommunicated 


PROVO,  UTAH  —  Two  former  stu- 
dents at  Utah's  Brigham  Young  Univer- 
sity have  been  excommunicated  by  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  the  Latter  Day 
Saints  (Mormons). 

Wendel  Ballantyne,  a  former  Mor- 
mon missionary,  and  Steven  Whiting,  a 
sophomore  at  the  church-affiliated  uni- 
versity, came  out  on  campus  less  than  a 
year  ago.  The  pair  are  charging  that  the 
university  security  force  concentrates  its  • 
efforts  on  entrapment  and  harassment 
of  gays,  using  illegal  wiretapping  equip- 
ment and  blackmailing  gay  students  into 
becoming  informers. 

The  excommunication  took  place 
after  files  which  the  security  force  had 
compiled  on  the  couple  were  turned  over 
to  the  Mormon  bishops.  The  Mormon 
church  holds  homosexuality  to  be  a  sin 
and  a  perversion.  Excommunication  is 
common  in  the  case  of  unrepentant 
homosexuals. 

Gay  rights  has  also  become  an  issue  in 
the  Texas  division  of  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church,  after  Joan  Clark,  staff  ex- 
ecutive for  women's  work  in  four  South- 
western states,  was  fired  after  she  came 


out  on  the  job. 

The  church's  personnel  committee 
requested  and  received  Clark's  resign- 
ation but  the  75  member  division  council 
decided  to  refuse  to  accept  it.  After  pre- 
sure  from  individual  pastors  the  division 
reversed  its  decision.  Ms  Clark  was  fin- 
ally fired  after  she  refused  to  proffer  her 
resignation  a  second  time. 

Thelma  Stevens,  former  head  of  the 
Christian  Social  Relations  section  of  the 
church's  Women's  Division,  expressed 
dismay  at  the  move.  "In  my  almost  50 
years  of  knowing  the  Women's  Division 
and  its  predecessor  bodies,  this  is  the 
first  time  that  the  general  organization's 
policy-making  body  has  ever  faltered  in 
its  ultimate  support  of  basic  human 
rights,  whenever  or  wherever  there  came 
forth  a  voice  of  challenge  from  the 
oppressed." 

While  a  number  of  pastors  expressed 
satisfaction  about  the  firing,  the 
women's  group  in  at  least  one  Methodist 
church  in  Dallas  has  voted  to  protest  by 
withholding  payment  of  its  $8,800 
pledge  to  the  division.  □ 
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NewsAnalysis 


Thought  Crime:  "Loitering  with  intent" 


In  the  following  report,  Gary  Jaynes 
looks  at  the  struggle  in  one  Australian 
state  to  bring  about  homosexual  law  re- 
form. Gary  is  the  co-founder  of  the  Vic- 
torian Homosexual  Law  Reform  Coali- 
tion, co-founder  of  the  Melbourne  Gay 
Teachers'  and  Students'  Group,  and  a 
member  of  the  collective  which 
produced  the  booklet  Young,  Gay  and 
Proud: 

Victoria,  the  second  most  populous  state 
in  Australia,  is  unique  in  having  the  only 
law  on  the  Australian  statute  books  that 
actually  mentions  the  word  "homo- 
sexuality." 

Section  18  of  the  Summary  Offences 
Act,  entitled  Common  Prostitutes  and 
Homosexuals,  says  that,  "Any  person 
who  for  the  purposes  of  prostitution  or 
for  homosexual  purposes  solicits  or 
accosts  any  person  in  a  public  place  or 
loiters  in  a  public  place  shall  be  guilty  of 
an  offence." 

Each  year  police  use  Section  18  to 
ensnare  about  100  gay  male  victims  and 
about  200  prostitutes. 

Not  content  with  the  law's  effective- 
ness, the  Liberal  government  recently 
rushed  through  legislation  which  will 
make  the  penalties  for  offences  under 
Section  18  five  times  greater  than  the 
existing  ones  (now  $250  for  the  first 
offence,  $500  for  the  second,  and  $1000 
for  a  third). 

Conceived  as  a  crack-down  only  on 
the  public  nuisance  caused  by  "gutter 
crawlers"  (male  clients  of  female  street 
prostitutes),  the  new  legislation  will  in 
fact  enable  police  to  crack  down  on 
gays,  because  Section  18  lumps  together 
the  two  quite  separate  "offences." 
Indeed,  the  new  penalties  are  unlikely  to 
affect  clients  much  at  all.  As  one  opposi- 
tion speaker  put  it,  the  police  can't 
afford  to  get  too  serious  about  appre- 
hending the  clients  of  prostitutes  —  one 
blitz  a  few  years  ago  netted  a  Police 
Commissioner.  What  the  legislation  will 
do  is  provide  police  with  an  additional 
incentive  to  continue  the  entrapment 
and  harassment  of  prostitutes  and  gays. 

Over  the  summer  of  1976-77,  Section 
1 8  gained  particular  notoriety  when 
police  agents  posing  as  gays  arrested 
about  70  men  on  charges  of  "loitering 
for  homosexual  purposes"  at  Black 
Rock  Beach,  a  popular  gay  spot  near 
Melbourne,  the  Victorian  capital.  The 
suspects  were  coerced  into  signing 
statements  of  confession,  under  threat 
of  exposure  to  employers  and  to 
newspapers.  As  it  turned  out,  the 
Melbourne  Sun  published  most  of  their 
names  and  addresses  anyway. 

One  of  the  more  odious  aspects  of 
"loitering  with  intent"  is  that  it  is  a 
crime  more  of  thought  than  of 
behaviour.  The  crime  is  being  gay  and 
being  in  a  known  gay  meeting  spot. 
Unless  one  confesses  to  "homosexual 
intent,"  the  courts  will  rarely  con- 
vict —  hence  the  ritual  grilling  of 
suspects  in  order  to  extract  confessions. 

Gay  protests  against  the  Black  Rock 
blitz  received  wide  media  coverage  at  the 
time,  and  embarrassed  the  government 
into  promising  some  sort  of  homosexual 
law  reform. 

But  reform  has  not  been  forthcoming, 
despite  numerous  assurances  from  the 
Premier  and  the  Attorney  General. 


In  recently  passing  the  stiffer  penalties 
under  Section  18,  the  government 
apparently  was  appeasing  the  organized 
anti-prostitution  lobby  in  the  inner  city 
electorate  of  St  Kilda,  which  is  thought 
to  be  an  important  seat  in  the  upcoming 
state  election.  The  government,  it  seems, 
was  not  particularly  anxious  to  involve 
gays,  who  had  not  rated  a  mention  in 
residents'  complaints.  When  it  was 
pointed  out  that  the  new  legislation 
would  be  used  against  gays,  Brian 
Dixon,  the  sitting  member  for  St  Kilda, 
was  reported  to  be  surprised  and  con- 
cerned. But  he,  and  others  in  the  Liberal 
party,  have  since  maintained  that  the 
higher  penalties  for  "gay  loitering"  were 
intended.  Dixon  told  a  delegation  of  gay 
men,  lesbians  and  prostitutes  that  the 
new  penalty  did  not  discriminate  against 
gays.  On  the  contrary,  Dixon  said,  it 
would  have  been  discriminatory  not  to 
have  increased  the  penalties  for  gay 
soliciting  in  keeping  with  those  for  pros- 
titution! 

Attempts  at  lobbying  the  Labor  Party 
opposition  were  more  successful.  At 
first  they  were  reluctant  to  speak  against 
the  Bill  for  fear  of  misrepresentation  by 
the  press  as  being  "pro-gutter  crawler." 
However,  the  shadow  Attorney  General, 
Mr  Edmonds,  eventually  moved  an 
amendment  on  behalf  of  his  party  to 
refer  the  issues  contained  in  the  Bill  to 
the  Statute  Law  Revision  Committee.  In 
his  speech,  Edmonds  unequivocally 
damned  the  non-solution  of  the  "gutter 
crawler  problem"  and  the  injustice  to 
gays  contained  in  the  Bill. 

There  is  an  upcoming  state  election  in 
Victoria.  Both  major  parties  have 
policies  on  homosexual  law  reform. 
Neither  is  adequate,  but  even  if  they 
were,  the  problem  remains:  how  to  get 
politicians  to  accept  responsibility  for 
implementing  policy  endorsed  by  the 
party  rank  and  file.  Up  until  now,  the 
gay  movement  has  not  been  able  to  real- 
istically threaten  any  party  which  fails  to 
deliver  the  goods. 

In  this  context,  Brian  Dixon's  shaky 
hold  on  the  St  Kilda  electorate  affords 
the  Victoria  gay  movement  a  rare  oppor- 
tunity to  make  its  electoral  presence  felt. 
The  Labor  Party  needs  only  a  6%  swing 
to  capture  the  seat  from  Dixon.  No  one 
has  figures,  but  undoubtedly  gays  are 
well-represented  in  the  St  Kilda  district, 
where  some  of  Melbourne's  first  gay 
bars  were  located  and  which  remains  a 
focus  of  the  city's  gay  nightlife.  For  a 
change  we  have  some  idea  where  our 
constituents  are. 

The  government's  attack  —  or 
blunder,  depending  on  how  you  see 
it  —  also  has  had  the  effect  of  politically 
uniting  sections  of  the  gay  and  women's 
movements  which  previously  have  had 
little  contact  with  each  other.  □ 

As  we  go  to  press,  TBP  has  learned  that 
the  Victoria  state  elections  have  returned 
the  Liberals  to  government  with  a 
reduced  majority  of  only  one  seat.  Brian 
Dixon  has  been  re-elected  in  St  Kilda, 
but  with  less  than  a  100  vote  margin  over 
the  Labor  candidate.  This  near  defeat, 
compared  to  the  larger  majority  Dixon 
scored  in  the  previous  election,  seems  a 
result  of  the  gro  wing  gay  and  feminist 
opposition.  □ 


Happy 

tenth  anniversary, 

Joe. 

From  Dave. 
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Everywoman 

by  Christine  Bearchell 


London  police 
raid  bookstores 

LONDON  —  Police  have  seized  thousands 
of  gay  publications  in  an  "obscenity" 
crackdown  which  has  led  to  raids  on  three 
gay  bookstores  in  this  city. 

In  late  April  the  Zipper  Bookstore, 
owned  by  publishers  of  a  magazine  of  the 
same  name,  was  raided.  According  to  di- 
rector Alex  McKenna,  police  took  "practic- 
ally everything  that  wasn't  nailed  to  the 
floor.  They  took  the  unopened  day's  mail, 
address  printing  masters  for  subscribers  to 
magazines,  the  card  index  for  our  main  cus- 
tomers and  even  my  own  copy  of 
Christopher  Street  from  my  desk  drawer." 

A  week  later  police  swooped  down  on 
Him  Bookstore  and  removed  over  $16,000 
worth  of  magazines.  "It  took  police  several 
hours  to  carry  out  the  operation,"  said  di- 
rector Alan  Purnell,  "It  took  two  large  vans 
and  a  lorry  to  remove  the  confiscated  mat- 
erial." 

A  few  days  later,  yet  another  raid  took 
place  at  the  American  Boy  book  shop, 
Three  hundred  copies  of  gay  magazines 
were  seized. 

Scotland  Yard  claims  the  material  will  be 
submitted  to  the  Director  of  Public  Prose- 
cutions for  possible  action  under  the  Ob- 
scene Publications  Act.  So  far  charges  have 
not  been  laid.  □ 

New  state  bills 
attack  gay  rights 

PHOENIX  —  Two  anti-gay  bills  intro- 
duced into  the  Arizona  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives by  Democrat  Marjory  Ollson 
have  been  defeated  after  lobbying 
efforts  by  "Citizens  for  Constitutional 
Rights,"  a  local  civil  rights  group,  and 
after  a  massive  phone  and  letter 
campaign  by  the  gay  community. 

Ollson,  who  is  serving  her  first  term  in 
the  legislature,  has  made  a  number  of 
speeches  on  the  House  floor  condem- 
ning "adultery,  fornication,  prostitution, 
homosexuality  and  other  forms  of  devi- 
ate sexual  behavior."  The  first  bill, 
which  was  stopped  in  the  committee 
stage,  would  have  made  it  illegal  for  gays 
to  adopt  children.  The  second,  defeated 
on  the  House  floor,  said  that  "foster 
home  excludes  a  home  in  which  a 
homosexual  resides." 

Gays  in  Nevada  are  preparing  to  fight 
a  bill  soon  to  be  introduced  by  Assembly- 
woman Karen  Hayes.  The  bill,  modelled 
on  California's  Briggs  Initiative,  will 
require  the  firing  of  gay  and  pro-gay 
teachers. 

Hayes  announced  her  plan  after  a 
series  of  well-publicized  arrests  and 
accusations  against  several  Las  Vegas 
gay  men.  Stephen  Hinkson  of  Nevadans 
for  Human  Rights  reported  "a  stepped  - 


up  level  of  harassment  of  gays  in  the 
state." 

It  is  feared  that  the  bill  will  have  a 
good  chance  of  passage  in  the  Mormon- 
dominated  state  government.  Last  year 
the  church  helped  defeat  the  ERA  in  the 
state  by  distributing  leaflets  warning  that 
the  amendment  would  legalize 
homosexual  marriages.  D 

Junta  promotes 
police  crackdown 

BUENOS  AIRES  —  Harassment  and 
persecution  of  gays,  stirred  up  before 
last  year's  World  Cup  Soccer  Playoffs, 
is  continuing  in  the  Argentinian  capital, 
according  to  exiled  members  of  Argen- 
tina's Gay  Liberation  Front. 

Although  homosexual  acts  are  not  il- 
legal in  Argentina,  the  prison  penalties 
for  gays  picked  up  on  the  street  was  in- 
creased from  28  to  40  days  during  the 
World  Cup  clean-up.  Anti-gay  witch 
hunts  among  school  and  university 
teachers,  anti-gay  propaganda  on  tele- 
vision, increased  arrests  in  the  subway, 
bars,  and  parks  are  being  promoted  by 
General  Videla's  junta.  The  junta  is  well 
known  for  its  attacks  against  the  civil 
rights  of  political  opponents  and  the 
country's  labour  movement. 

Hundreds  of  gays  are  being  held  in  the 
notorious  Villa  Devoto  prison  in  Buenos 
Aires.  The  Argentinian  GLF  is  request- 
ing that  letters  of  protest  be  sent  to  the 
Director  of  Villa  Devoto  Prison,  Buenos 
Aires,  Argentina.  D 

Poll  reveals  friends: 
Blacks,  Hispanics 

LOS  ANGELES  —  An  election  day  poll 
conducted  by  the  Associated  Press  and 
NBC  News  last  November  showed 
Blacks  and  people  of  Spanish  origin 
more  favourable  to  the  extension  of  fair 
housing  and  employment  laws  to  cover 
homosexuals. 

52%  of  Blacks  thought  gays  should  be 
covered  while  3 1  %  thought  they  should 
not.  Among  Spanish  speakers  41  %  were 
in  favour  and  44%  against.  The  general 
population  sample  found  41  % 
favourable  and  46%  unfavourable. 

Analysis  of  data  gathered  from  voters 
leaving  the  polling  places  on  election  day 
shows  that  Blacks  and  young  people 
were  the  two  groups  voting  most  heavily 
against  Proposition  6  —  the  so-called 
Briggs  Initiative  which  would  have 
banned  gay  teachers  from  the  California 
school  system.  Blacks  opposed  the  meas- 
ure by  a  74  to  26  percent  margin  and  vot- 
ers under  30  opposed  it  71  to  29. 

Results  also  showed  women  opposed 
the  initiative  more  often  than  men.D 


The  cloak  of  feminism 


Lesbian  chauvinism.  We  all  indulge  in  it 
from  time  to  time  —  it's  usually  harm- 
less enough.  Closetry.  It  takes  its  toll 
on  most  of  us  in  a  hundred  different 
ways  every  day.  Lesbian  chauvinism  and 
closetry  don't  seem  at  first  glance  to  be 
wildly  compatible.  But  there  is  a  peculiar 
and  dangerous  way  that  they  often  com- 
bine in  members  of  the  lesbian  commun- 
ity. And  worse  —  get  elevated  to  the 
level  of  political  theory. 

In  Toronto  this  year,  March  8,  Inter- 
national Women's  Day  proper,  was 
celebrated  by  a  small  women-only  de- 
monstration organized  with  a  lot  of 
input  from  lesbians  who  had  earlier 
walked  out  of  the  International 
Women's  Day  Committee.  But,  despite 
their  numbers,  the  lesbian  presence  at 
this  demonstration  was  largely  invisible. 
On  March  10,  a  much  larger  mixed  de- 
monstration that  was  organized  primari- 
ly by  straight  women,  included  civil 
rights  for  lesbians  among  it  demands.  At 
first  glance  a  marked  improvement.  But 
lesbian  rights  were  then  introduced  as 
the  "touchy  issue"  on  the  day's  agenda. 
And  the  "touchy  issue"  couldn't  have 
been  handled  in  a  less  sensitive  way. 

The  audience  listened  attentively  to  a 
lesbian  mother  describing  her  fight  to 
keep  her  kids  —  a  fight  which  certainly 
warrants  the  support  of  the  feminist 
movement.  She  wore  a  hood  while  she 
delivered  her  speech  (not  the  first  time 
that  a  public  meeting  in  the  city  has  been 
treated  to  that  kind  of  drama  —  and  it's 
beginning  to  wear  a  little  thin).  Les- 
bians in  that  auditorium  were  confront- 
ed with  an  image  of  themselves  as  path- 
etic and  invisible. 

Where  would  a  politically-aware  dyke 
go  after  not  one  but  two  International 
Women's  Day  disappointments?  To  an 
evaluation  meeting,  where  else?  A 
couple  of  hundred  of  us  did.  The  Les- 
bian Organization  of  Toronto,  Women 
Against  Violence  Against  Women 
(WAVAW)  and  the  International 
Women's  Day  Committee  (IWDC) 
brought  their  members  together  for  an 
evaluation  billed  as  "A  Kettle  of  Fish" 
in  which  "the  lavender  herring  meets  the 
hetero-mackeral." 

Lesbian  organizers  of  March  10th 
honestly  expressed  their  own 
frustrations  with  the  event.  As  one  dyke 
explained  to  me,  "When  we  first  started 
organizing  there  was  a  lot  of  lesbian 
interest  and  potential  influence.  But 
when  the  coalition  voted  to  keep  the 
rally  and  the  march  open  to  men,  a  lot  of 
lesbians  decided  to  put  their  energy  into 
March  8.  So  when  hundreds  of  women 
came  out  to  participate  in  or  help  organ- 
ize this  demonstration  they  didn't  have 
much  of  an  opportunity  to  meet,  inter- 
act with  or  build  a  trust  in  lesbian  acti- 
vists." 

None  of  the  straight  women  from 
IWDC  who  participated  in  the  "Kettle 
of  Fish"  were  happy  with  the  way  les- 
bians had  been  represented  on  March 
10th  either.  In  addition  to  their  expres- 
sion of  support,  some  of  the  heterosex- 
ual feminists  at  the  evaluation  attempted 
to  explore  relations  between  straight  and 
lesbian  feminists.  Straight  and  bisexual 
women  testified  that  their  intentions  and 
motives  as  feminists  were  often  greeted 


with  scepticism  by  lesbians  in  the 
women's  movement.  Some  of  them  re- 
gretted the  loss  of  lesbian  friends. 
Others  attributed  their  lack  of  involve- 
ment with  feminism  to  the  fact  that  they 
had  been  made  to  feel  unwelcome. 

These  women  very  much  wanted 
to  open  up  a  dialogue,  but  most  of  the 
lesbians  present  refused  to  deal  with  the 
questions  that  were  raised.  Their 
response  seemed  to  verify  the  accusa- 
tions that  were  levelled  against  them. 

We  all  know  that  lesbians  are  without 
protection  from  discrimination,  are  in 
danger  of  physical  abuse,  denied  "offic- 
ial existence"  except  as  monsters  or 
pornographic  fantasies  —  in  a  word, 
oppressed.  Lesbian  oppression  is  even 
alive  and  well  in  the  women's  move- 
ment, as  March  10  amply  showed.  Un- 
fortunately, we  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
looking  at  oppression  in  any  but  the 
most  simplistic  ways.  Lesbians  are  not 
about  to  concede  that  we  may  contribute 
to  the  oppression  of  others  —  especially 
other  women.  We  are  reluctant  to  look 
at  the  ways  we  contribute  to  our  own 
oppression. 

What  was  going  on  at  the  evaluation 
meeting  was  not  only  lesbian  chauvin- 
ism —  it  was  lesbian  chauvinism  disguis- 
ed as  feminism.  The  only  true  feminism. 

Feminism  is  the  theory;  lesbianism  the 
practice.  It  is  an  old  adage  that  all  too 
many  of  us  still  act  on.  Yet  it  so  obvious- 
ly contradicts  feminism's  demand  for 
respect  for  all  women,  and  in  particu- 
lar, respect  for  all  women's  choices  — 
their  social,  political,  economic  and  sex- 
al  choices.  The  "lesbianism  is  the  logic- 
al conclusion  of  feminism"  theory  does 
a  serious  disservice  to  this  potential  base 
of  power. 

It  should  be  in  the  interests  of  lesbians 
to  preserve  this  definition  of  feminism. 
As  Charlotte  Bunch  explained  at  the 
(American)  National  Conference  of 
Women  in  Houston  in  1977:  "No 
woman  is  free  unless  any  woman  is  free 
to  be  a  lesbiaii."  Lesbian  feminists  must 
be  prepared  in  turn,  to  show  that  kind 
of  respect  for  straight  feminists.  And  (it 
seems  strange  to  have  to  say  this)  for 
their  own  lesbianism. 

The  dyke  who  thinks  that  every  real 
feminist  is  a  lesbian  never  has  to  call 
herself  a  lesbian  —  never  has  to  face 
Mom,  Dad,  the  CBC  and  the  Toronto 
Sun  as  any  one  other  than  a  feminist. 
Because  she  speaks  for  all  women,  she 
never  has  to  speak  for  herself.  Many  wo- 
men who  are  private  lesbians  and  public 
feminists  explain  that  their  affinity  for 
the  closet  stems  from  the  belief  that,  as 
lesbians,  they  could  not  be  effective  — 
they  would  not  be  taken  seriously.  The 
sad  irony  is  that,  as  they  bow  down  to 
this  lie,  they  start  to  believe  it  them- 
selves. The  practitioners  of  feminist 
closetry  are  prepared  to  be  critical  of  the 
"heterosexual  privilege"  of  straight  and 
bisexual  women,  but  their  careful  public 
profiles  rely  on  a  false  version  of  just 
that. 

No  dyke  has  a  right  to  be  surprised,  let 
alone  angry,  if  her  straight  sisters  treat 
lesbianism  as  a  "touchy  issue"  while  she 
diligently  hides  her  sexuality  behind  a 
cloak  of  feminism.  □ 
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Peter  Pan  grows  up 


Thursday  afternoon  at  a  typical,  presti- 
gious school  of  classical  ballet:  our 
weekly  Pas  de  Deux  class  commences. 
Twelve  girls  stand  at  one  end  of  the 
room,  trying  hard  to  look  noncommit- 
tal. Six  boys  —  five  standing  together 
and  one  separate,  with  his  arms  cross- 
ed —  stand  at  the  other  end.  The  ballet 
master  puts  us  together,  two  girls  to  each 
boy. 
The  ritual  begins.  Piano  introduction 

—  I  offer  my  hand  to  my  first  partner 
with  a  flowery  turn  of  the  wrist  and 
smile,  predicting  her  reaction.  She 
frowns.  "Come  on,  Thomas,  let's  get 
serious." 

By  all  means. 

Class  proceeds,  and  soon  I  dance  a 
segment  from  the  Corsaire  Pas  de  Deux 
with  my  second  partner,  who  is  more 
sympathetic,  and  use  all  my  energy  pre- 
tending I  am  a  virile,  heterosexual  peas- 
ant swain.  She  is  smiling.  I  imagine  we 
look  pleasant  enough.  When  I  dance  the 
same  piece  again  with  my  other  partner 

—  the  frowning  one  —  she  executes  her 
part  with  dull  precision  and  doesn't  look 
at  me  once.  I  don't  waste  too  much 
energy  on  her,  either.  The  ballet  master 
remarks  irritably  that  we  look  like  we're 
dancing  solos.  Next  week  this  partner 
will  be  paired  with  the  boy  who  stood 
alone  at  the  beginning  of  the  class.  She 
will  be  all  "tits  and  teeth,"  if  one  can 
apply  such  an  expression  at  a  ballet 
school. 

Eons  later,  when  it  is  time  to  finish, 
we  gather  in  the  centre  for  "Rever- 
ance."  Piano  introduction  —  I  bow  to 
my  first  partner,  then  to  my  second,  I 
offer  each  a  hand  and  proceed  to  lead 
them  offstage.  My  pleasant  partner  is 
hungry  and  tugs  at  my  hand  as  we  exit. 
"Patricia!"  the  ballet  master  yells  out. 
You  look  like  you're  leading  Thomas 
off.  He's  supposed  to  lead  you  off! 
You're  supposed  to  be  a  dumb  blonde!" 
Everyone  laughs. 

Except  me.  The  contradictions  I  have 
to  face  every  day,  so  as  not  to  upset  the 
precarious  balance  of  the  ballet  world, 
are  so  blatant  they're  surreal.  The  new- 
found public  interest  in  ballet  has  not 
brought  with  it  a  sense  of  liberation  for 
gay  male  dancers,  but  rather  a  pressure 
to  "legitimize"  their  roles  by  hutching 
them  up  —  eight  dazzling  pirhouettes  a 
must.  Ballet  has  taken  a  wrong  turn 
somewhere,  and  we  are  all  suffering  be- 
cause of  it. 

Those  suffering  most  are  the  little  gay 
boys  who  must  survive  within  this  re- 
pressive system.  Many  of  us  began  our 
dancing  careers  as  "Mommy's  child," 
always  described  as  being  "musical," 
or  "artistic"  —  never  "effeminate." 
So,  disregarding  Daddy's  grunts  of 
objection,  we  were  carted  off  to  the 
Dolly  Doodle  School  of  Ballet,  Baton- 
Twirling  and  Tap,  where  our  institution- 
alized conditioning  began. 

Alistair  has  been  through  it:  "My 
first  teacher  didn't  want  any  boys  in  her 
class  —  it  just  wasn't  a  proper  thing  for 
boys  to  pursue."  But  pursue  he  did. 
"So  she  made  me  wear  my  black  leotard 
over  pink  tights  in  order  to  embarrass 
me.  England  has  such  a  fear  of  crotches, 
anyway....  Later,  when  I  was  studying  at 
York  University  in  Toronto,  I  took  class 
dressed  similarly  one  day,  this  time  with 


my  hair  up  in  a  French  bun  and  the 
shoulders  on  my  leotard  down.  Did  the 
straight  boys  freak  out!"  He  sticks  out 
his  lower  Up  and  strikes  a  rigid,  muscle- 
man  pose.  "They  can't  dance,"  he 
laughs.  "They're  afraid  to!" 

Talk  turns  to  another  well-known 
school  where  the  pressure  is  so  intense 

—  and  the  hair  drawn  back  into  buns  so 
tightly  —  that  some  of  the  girls  are  slow- 
ly going  bald.  "It's  ludicrous,"  Alistair 
comments.  "These  little  kids  enter  the 
school  at  the  age  of  10  and  lead  a  life 
totally  devoid  of  explicit  sexuality  for 
seven  years.  And  then  suddenly,  at  17, 
Peter  Pan  and  Wendy  are  expected  to 
dance  a  Pas  de  Deux  'with  passion.'  No 
wonder  they  all  break  down." 

The  boys  at  the  school  have  to  com- 
pete with  the  almost  mythical  image  of 
the  dancer  who  is  mature,  appealing, 
and  straight  —  which  most  of  them  are 
not.  The  contest  doesn't  usually  last 
long.  Not  one  of  the  boys  is  out  of  the 
closet.  They're  even  scared  to  talk  about 
it  among  themselves.  "None  of  my  boys 
is  afraid  of  being  asked  if  he's  homo- 
sexual," National  Ballet  School  Director 
Betty  Oliphant  once  told  the  Toronto 
Star.  She  knows  what  the  answer 
will  be. 

And  it's  no  wonder;  most  of  them  are 
running  scared.  The  crusade  for  the 
"legitimization"  of  ballet  continues  full 
steam,  with  nerds  like  Edward  Villella  of 
the  New  York  City  Ballet  joking  with 
high  school  students  that  "you  don't 
have  to  be  a  pansy  to  be  a  dancer." 
Unfortunately,  most  gays  in  ballet  could 
probably  be  caught  saying  the  same 
thing. 

Well,  it's  time  that  changed.  The  next 
time  my  teacher  comes  over  to  me  at  the 
barre  and  says  that  the  line  of  my  wrist  is 
too  fey  for  a  boy,  I'd  like  to  tell  him  to 
shove  it.  I'm  tired  of  defending  ballet 
from  myself. 

But  that  won't  be  easy.  I  am  at  a  point 
in  my  career  where  revealing  that  —  using 
my  real  name  in  this  article,  for  instance 

—  could  jeopardize  my  chance  of  being 
accepted  into  a  particular  school  where, 
for  some  reason,  I  want  to  go.  It's  a  de- 
cision that  was  rough  to  make  and  I'm 
fighting  not  to  make  it  again  in  the 
future.  And  the  temptation  to  head  out 
for  the  vast,  free  plains  of  modern  dance 
is  sometimes  all-consuming.  But  every  so 
often  there  are  moments,  there  are 
people,  who  make  me  think  twice: 

Closing  night  of  a  production  of  "The 
Nutcracker."  I  am  under  the  gigantic 
hoop  skirt  of  Mother  Gigoyne  —  a  man 
in  drag  —  with  ten  neurotic  12-year- 
olds  from  the  company's  ballet  school. 
Their  cue  arrives  and  the  troupe  begins 
to  file  out  in  somersaults  from  under  the 
skirt.  As  one  boy  leaves  he  accidently 
kicks  the  boy  behind  him.  The  victim: 
"Aw  Jesus  Christ,  watch  what  you're 
doin',  ya  faggot!"  From  the  other  side 
of  the  dark  void  I  hear  the  voice  of  a 
little  girl  who  has  been  smiling  at  me  all 
week:  "What  have  you  got  against  fag- 
gots, Raoul?"  And  then  they're  gone 
and  I'm  left  all  alone,  smiling  and  invis- 
ible under  Mother  Gigoyne  as  the  dance 
of  the  clowns  bounces  all  around  us. 

Yeah,  Raoul,  what  have  you  got 
against  faggots?  You  are  one,  aren't 
you?D 
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Sociobiology:  flattering  the  fools 


In  1946,  the  British  psychologist,  Cyril 
Burt,  became  Sir  Cyril  Burt.  He  was 
knighted  for  his  investigations  into 
human  intelligence,  from  which  he  con- 
cluded that  superior  intelligence  is 
hereditary. 

Burt  was  not  just  a  psychologist:  "a 
polymath"  of  "sharp  intellect  and  vast 
erudition"  who  was  "probably  Great 
Britain's  outstanding  psychologist  in  the 
years  between  the  wars"  —  so  ran  the 
verdict  of  his  profession. 

In  1944  the  British  education  system 
was  recast  to  conform  with  Burt's  dis- 
covery that  working  class  children  were 
genetically  incapable  of  benefitting  from 
higher  education.  Burt  was  an  expert,  an 
authority,  if  ever  one  lived. 

Cyril  Burt  was  also  a  fraud. 

In  an  article  written  for  the  liberal 
British  publication,  The  New  Statesman, 
Oliver  Gillie  has  set  forth  the  evidence 
accumulated  since  Burt's  death  in  1971 . 
It  now  appears  that  Britain's  "outstand- 
ing psychologist"  manufactured  his  re- 
search, fabricated  the  list  of  his  scholarly 
publications  on  which  his  more  popular 
writing  was  based  and  even  invented  the 
colleagues  with  whom  he  was  supposed 
to  have  worked. 

This  astounding  fraud  poses  a  fasci- 
nating question:  how  did  this  charlatan 
succeed  in  passing  off  himself  and  his 
research  on  British  society  to  fellow  psy- 
chologists around  the  world  for  four 
decades? 

Gillie's  answer:  "society  at  large  was 
more  than  ready  to  hear  of  'scientific' 
work  that  concerned  itself  with  a  threat 
to  the  'nobler'  classes  from  the  rapidly 
growing  working  class." 

Just  so.  Industrialists,  professionals, 
civil  servants  —  they  all  believed  Burt, 
suspended  their  critical  faculties, 
because  he  told  them  what  they  wanted 
to  hear.  Burt's  pseudo-science  brought 
the  respectability  of  scientific  objectivity 
to  their  self-serving  prejudice  that,  far 
from  having  acquired  their  power  and 
privilege  through  the  accident  of  birth, 
they  deserved  their  position  by  virtue  of 
their  innate  superior  intelligence.  And  in 
embracing  Burt  uncritically,  they  set 
themselves  up  for  a  fall  on  the  day  when 
Burt  was  exposed. 

This  story  has  a  familiar  ring  for  us. 
Just  as  the  bourgeois  classes  welcomed 
Burt's  "discovery"  that  the  working 
class  deserved  its  inferior  social  station, 
so  the  opponents  of  gay  liberation  cling 
to  any  piece  of  pseudo-science  —  theo- 
logical, psychological,  sociological  —  to 
justify  the  oppression  of  gay  people. 
Edmund  Bergler,  Donald  Sagarin,  Ken 
Campbell,  Anita  Bryant  —  these  are  the 
Cyril  Burts  of  our  world.  Their  followers 
believe  because  they  want  to  believe. 

And,  although  it  comes  as  an  unpleas- 
ant jolt  to  our  liberation  smug,  we  don't 
have  to  look  very  hard  these  days  to  find 
gays,  apparently  oblivious  to  the  implicit 
dangers,  enlisting  pseudo-science  in  the 
cause  of  gay  liberation. 

Two  recent  expositions  of  sociobiol- 
ogy in  US  publications  —  one  by  David 
Stein  in  Christopher  Street  (July  1978) 
and  another  in  The  Advocate  (3  May 
1979)  —  are  cases  in  point. 

The  central  claim  of  sociobiology  is 
that  certain  human  behaviour  patterns, 


currently  thought  to  be  the  products  of 
social  conditioning,  are  in  fact  biologic- 
ally based,  genetic  and  hereditary.  One 
such  behaviour  pattern  is  our  sex-role 
system.  Some  sociobiologists  maintain 
that  male  dominance  and  female  subjec- 
tion is  a  biological  given. 

Another  such  pattern,  according  to 
sociobiologists,  is  homosexuality. 

On  the  face  of  it,  the  proposition  that 
homosexuality,  by  definition  nonrepro- 
ductive,  is  hereditary  seems  absurd. 
Sociobiologists  resolve  this  conundrum 
by  hypothesizing  a  connection  between 
homosexuality  and  other  characteristics 
which  do  have  survival  value:  altruism 
and  superior  intelligence. 

The  hypothesis  is  that  homosexuals, 
being  intelligent  and  altruistic,  help  out 
their  heterosexual  kin.  This  help  gives 
the  kin  an  edge  in  the  struggle  to  survive 
and  reproduce.  And  since  homosexual 
and  kin,  being  related,  have  a  common 
genetic  endowment,  including  the  homo- 
sexuality gene,  the  gene  is  passed  on  to 
new  generations. 

There  is  a  strong  odour  of  pseudo- 
science  about  sociobiology,  especially  in 
its  approach  to  gays.  It  starts  from  an 
absurd  dogma,  that  homosexuality  is 
hereditary,  relying  on  proof  by  bold  as- 
sertion. It  then  proceeds  to  solve  this  rid- 
dle of  its  own  device  by  endowing  gays 
with  desirable  features  (high  intelligence, 
altruism)  favouring  survival.  Neglected 
is  the  absence  of  any  evidence  for  this 
new  stereotype  of  clever,  selfless  homo- 
sexual. 

Its  lack  of  scientific  foundation  is  not 
the  only  reason  for  gays  to  be  wary  of 
sociobiology.  Sociobiology  is  the  ideo- 
logical consort  of  the  Right.  It  suggests 
that  the  social  order  is  biological,  natur- 
al, immutable.  Movements  for  social 
change,  which  assume  that  the  social  or- 
der is  artificial  and  alterable,  labour  in 
vain. 

Sociological  concepts  have  already 
been  trundled  out  in  support  of  racism 
(Arthur  Jensen  in  the  US).  And  the  be- 
ginnings of  a  sociobiological  attack  on 
the  women's  movement  can  be  discerned 
in  the  media.  Perhaps  we  should  ask 
ourselves  this:  how  great  is  the  distance 
from  being  naturally  altruistic  to  being 
natural  servants? 

Despite  its  lack  of  scientific  method 
and  despite  its  chumminess  with  the 
forces  of  conservatism,  some  gays  will 
probably  go  on  promoting  sociobiology. 
Just  listen  to  David  Stein  in  Christopher 
Street: 

"Politically,  however,  plausibility 
may  be  good  enough,  and  the  picture  of 
homosexuality  that  sociobiology  paints 
is  too  flattering  to  be  left  to  scientists 
alone  to  appreciate." 

Right.  Never  mind  that  it's  probably 
untrue  ("plausibility  may  be  good 
enough").  Never  mind  that  it  fuels  reac- 
tion. Becuase  it  is  "flattering"  we  should 
believe  it  and  promote  it  as  an  argu- 
ment for  gay  liberation. 

The  question  of  the  formation  of  hu- 
man sexuality  should  be  of  great  interest 
to  gays.  But  we  must  proceed  on  the 
basis  of  scientific  evidence,  not  wishful 
thinking.  In  politics,  if  you  start  out 
with  the  intention  of  fooling  others,  you 
wind  up  fooling  yourself.  □ 
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Gavness  in  a  small  country 


There's  an  apocryphal  saying, 
sometimes  attributed  to  Pepys, 
sometimes  to  Heine,  that  "when 
the  world  comes  to  an  end,  I  shall 
go  to  Holland.  There,  everything  hap- 
pens 20  years  later." 

For  gay  people  in  the  Netherlands  the 
situation  seems,  in  some  ways,  to  be  just 
the  reverse.  Many  of  the  legal  rights  be- 
ing fought  for  by  gay  groups  around  the 
world  have,  for  almost  20  years,  been 
taken  for  granted  by  the  Dutch.  A  sense 
of  toleration  based  on  the  Calvinist  re- 
gard for  the  individual  is  so  pervasive  as 
to  be,  practically,  the  state  religion, 
officially  established  and  legally  enforced. 
As  individuals,  Dutch  gays  have  found 
protection  under  this  blanket  of  state 
toleration;  as  members  of  a  distinct  pol- 
itical and  cultural  community  —  a  com- 
munity working  to  develop  a  sense  of  its 
own  unique  identity  within  Dutch  so- 
ciety —  they  have  discovered  that  the 
blanket  can  also  be  a  burden.  Toleration 


For  the  tourist,  Holland  can  be  a  sexual  Disneyland. 

For  those  who  live  there  it's  a  close, 

ingrown  society,  cautiously  tolerant  of 

individual  differences  —  including  homosexuality. 

But  the  bargain  of  Official  Tolerance  in  the  Best  Little  Country 

is  not  without  its  terms... 

A  TBP  feature  based  on  reports  from  Dutch  activists 
Page  Grubb  and  Theo  van  der  Meer. 
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has  its  price. 

The  Netherlands  is  a  small  country. 
This  is  a  cliche  so  thundering  that  its  im- 
plications are  probably  inconceivable  to 
the  average  Canadian.  Half  the  size  of 
New  Brunswick,  the  Netherlands  has 
over  forty  times  more  people  per  square 
mile  than  that  province.  Not  only  the 
world's  most  densely  populated  country, 
the  Netherlands  is  also  one  of  the  most 
ingrown.  When  a  KLM  Jumbo  crashed 
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on  Teneriffe  in  the  Canary  Islands  sever- 
al summers  ago,  the  catastrophe  had  na- 
tional proportions:  most  of  us  knew,  or 
knew  of,  a  victim.  The  chance  of 
running  into  the  author  of  the  latest 
best-seller  or  the  singer  of  the  latest  hit 
in  particular  pubs  is  so  high  as  to  be 
pedestrian.  With  land  at  a  premium, 
every  square  inch  is  disposed  of  —  you 
can  forget  any  agrarian  revival;  there  are 
just  no  rural  areas  left  to  retire  to 


"The  Closet"  too  is  another  matter. 
Everybody  knows  everybody  else's  busi- 
ness here,  to  the  degree  that,  for  exam- 
ple, writing  under  a  pseudonym  is  a 
tradition  at  least  four  centuries  in  prac- 
tice. The  trick,  when  you're  living  on  an 
average  of  six  square  feet  per  person,  is 
to  learn  how  to  blow  off  steam  in  such  a 
way  as  not  to  scald  the  person  standing 
next  to  you.  Pretensions  won't  help; 
they're  too  quickly  scented  out.  The 
Closet  is  one  such  pretension.  Sure,  the 
parks  and  pissoirs  are  full  of  "happiU 
married"  men,  but  basically  we've  had 
to  borrow  the  term  "coming  out"  as  a 
foreign  import  into  the  language:  in 
Dutch,  a  language  which  ranges  earthily 
somewhere  between  the  barnyard  and 
the  bordello,  you're  a  faggot,  period.  Or 
you're  a  figure  of  fun  because  you're 
pretending  you  aren't,  and  everyone 
knows  better. 

Bruce  Rodgers'  book,  the  Quttn  'a 
If macular,  cites  as  a  major  Dutch 
entry  (he  misspells  it)  the  tcim  v ;<•;<■  vuilc 
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flikker,  meaning  "nasty  dirty  queer." 
Rodgers,  however,  has  missed  other 
possible  Dutch  entries  including  "sissy" 
which  is  derived  from  the  Dutch  zusje  or 
little  sister.  It's  only  been  within  the  past 
few  years  that  some  gays  and  lesbians 
here  have  begun  to  use  with  pride  the 
words  formerly  used  to  degrade  us: 
flikker  for  men  andpo/  for  lesbians.  The 
more  usual  word,  however,  is  homo  fie  I. 
This  more  dignified  usage  says 
something  about  the  way  gayness  is  re- 
garded here:  in  the  grand  liberal  tradi- 
tion, "a  faggot,"  as  Merle  Miller  put  it, 
"is  a  homosexual  gentleman  who  has 
just  left  the  room." 

The  last  Dutch  general  elections  were 
held  in  May  1977.  It  took  nearly  six 
months  for  a  cabinet  to  be  formed,  in 
part  because  the  Dutch  voter  had  a 
choice  between  some  24  political  "par- 
ties" whose  relative  strengths  had  to  be 
reflected  in  the  composition  of  the  new 
government.  The  real  choice  in  political 
parties  was  of  course  somewhat  smaller, 
and  came  down  to  about  10,  which  in- 
cluded two  Roman  Catholic-affiliated, 
three  socialist,  three  liberal-progressive, 
and  two  communist  parties.  To  add  to 
the  confusion,  the  various  political 
"leanings"  (including  religious- 
affiliated)  all  have  at  their  disposal  their 


Above:  staff  and  friends  at  the 
Amsterdam  office  of  the  NVIH-COC. 


Gay  Organizations  in 
the  Netherlands 

A  partial  list  of  contacts 

NVIH-COC 

(Dutch  Society  for  the  Integration 
of  Homosexuality) 
Frederiksplein  14 
1017  XM  Amsterdam 
telephone  020-234596  or  231 192 

Homologie  (Gay  Studies) 

Postbus  676 

1000  AR  Amsterdam 

Rode  Flikkers  (Red  Faggots) 

Voetboogsteeg  7 

Amsterdam 

telephone  020-250877  or  249375 

Schorer  Stichting  (Schorer 
Foundation) 
Wolvenstraat  17 
Amsterdam 
telephone:  020-246318 

Het  Amsterdamse  Vrouwenhuis 
(Women's  House) 

Nieuwe  Herengracht  95 
Amsterdam 
telephone:  020-252066 

Vrouwen  Beilen  Vrouwen  (tele- 
phone crisis-line  for  women) 
020-250150 


own  schools,  universities,  and  broad- 
casting facilities  (ie  broadcasting  time  on 
a  proportional  basis  on  the  state-run 
radio  and  television).  What  all  this  boils 
down  to,  besides  a  more  relaxed  tempo 
of  conducting  the  affairs  of  state  due  to 
the  time  which  has  to  be  spent  sorting  it 
all  out,  is  that  everyone  is  entitled  to  an 
opinion,  everyone  has  the  right  to 
"equal  time." 

The  way  this  welter  of  organization- 
al complexity  most  immediately 
affects  the  life  of  Dutch  gays  is 
that  we  find  ourselves  part  of  a  broad 
spectrum  of  diverse  groupings:  like  the 
little  Protestant  sects,  like  the  Humanists 
and  the  Anti-vivisectionists  and  what- 
all,  we're  there  and  have  to  be  con- 
sulted, accomodated.  No  politician 
would  dare  make  derogatory  remarks 
about  gays  "for  the  record,"  and  in 
fact  it  would  be  unthinkable  for  any 
major  change  in  political  representation 
to  be  effected  without  at  least  some  de- 
bate on  the  relation  of  that  representa- 
tion to  gays,  as  a  "minority  group" 
whose  rights  have  to  be  protected. 

This  state  of  affairs  is  a  product  of 
Calvinist-influenced  history  —  a  history 
in  which  individualism,  private  initiative 
and  enterprise  have  been  the  most 
highly  prized  (and  protected)  entities. 
The  Netherlands  traditionally  has  always 
favoured  individualism  and  practiced  a 
high  degree  of  tolerance  in  assuring  the 
maintenance  of  individual  freedoms. 
Gays  are  included  in  this  sinecure,  as  — 
since  the  seventeenth  century  —  are  the 
groups  persecuted  elsewhere  for  their 
various  forms  of  collective  eccentricity, 
such  as  the  Portuguese  Jews,  the  French 
Huguenots,  the  Flemish  Protestants, 
and  more  recently  the  Chilean  and 
Soviet  intelligentsia.  The  less  kind  might 
point  out  that  Holland  has  never  lost  a 
cent  to  this  tradition  of  Tolerance.  The 
poor,  the  unskilled,  the  inopportune 
have  rarely  found  a  home  here;  the 
Netherlands  did  not  open  its  door  to 
United  States  dissidents  during  the  Viet- 
nam War,  and  the  government  has  yet  to 
accept  gays  persecuted  abroad  as  refug- 
ees on  humanitarian  grounds. 

It  is  also  no  coincidence  that  those 
whom  Holland  has  provided  refuge  rare- 
ly, if  ever,  have  maintained  themselves 
as  distinct,  ideologically-motivated  min- 
ority groups.  Assimilation  has  always 
been  the  name  of  the  game,  along  with  a 
general  defusing  of  distinct  political 


ideals  —  ideals  at  odds  with  the  general 
status  quo. 

In  the  Netherlands,  whatever  social 
need  there  is,  there's  a  government  agen- 
cy formed  to  deal  with  it.  The  govern- 
ment even  lets  itself  be  counselled  by  an 
"Emancipation  Committee,"  and  is 
being  urged  to  choose  a  woman  to  fill  a 
to-be-created  ministerial  function  as 
"Emancipation  Minister."  This  official- 
ly-organized way  of  dealing  with  (or  co- 
opting)  so-called  "minority  problems" 
serves  mainly  to  defuse  their  emancipa- 
tory potential,  thus  making  good  burgh- 
ers of  us  all. 

For  gay  liberationists,  the  tradition  of 
respect  paid  to  individual  positions 
makes  it  quite  difficult  to  see  just  what  it 
is  one  should  be  liberating  oneself  from. 
The  effect  of  three  centuries  of  officially 
propagated  Tolerance  is  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  persuade  the  average  Dutch  gay 
that  she  or  he  has  anything  approaching 
discrimination  to  fight  against.  After  all: 
laws  are  in  effect  which  guarantee  the 
right  of  gay  couples  to  government-sub- 
sidized housing,  to  residency  permits  (if 
one  of  the  partners  is  a  foreigner)  and  to 
welfare  benefits;  single  gay  parents  have 
the  right  to  subsidized  household  help; 
144  members  of  Parliament  spoke  out 
last  fall  against  the  proposed  Greek  anti- 
gay  and  anti-women  laws;  and  Dutch 
gays  are  officially  accredited  as  belong- 
ing to  the  groups  persecuted  under  the 
Fascist  occupation  (in  contrast  to  the 
situation  in  the  Federal  Republic  of  Ger- 
many). 

Holland  has  not  always  been  so  toler- 
ant of  gays,  however,  and  in  fact  the 
best-documented  persecution  of  male 
homosexuals  in  history  took  place  here. 
In  July  of  1730,  the  States  of  Holland 
issued  a  proclamation  announcing  that, 
to  avert  the  country  from  the  fate  that 
had  destroyed  Sodom  and  Gomorrah, 
the  crime  of  sodomy  should  be  punished 
publicly,  and  the  bodies  of  the  executed 
burned  or  exposed  without  burial. 
Records  exist  of  subsequent  executions 
in  more  than  twenty  Dutch  cities  and 
towns.  In  the  small  village  of  Zuidhorn, 
for  example,  twenty-one  victims,  includ- 
ing a  fifteen-  and  fourteen-year-old 
boy,  were  garroted  and  burned  on  Sept- 
ember 24, 1731. 

With  the  institution  of  the  Napoleonic 
Code  after  the  French  occupation  in 
1795,  homosexuality  disappeared  from 
Dutch  lawbooks.  It  was  to  be  only  parti- 
ally re-instituted  in  191 1,  when  the  (Ro- 
man Catholic)  Minister  Regout  intro- 
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"It's  no  coincidence  that 
those  to  whom  Holland 
has  provided  refuge 
rarely,  if  ever,  have 
maintained  themselves 
as  distinct  minority 
groups.  Assimilation  is 
the  name  of  the  game..." 


Right:  The  banner  of  the  Dutch  Organiza- 
tion for  the  Integration  of  Homosexuality 
-COC  (NVIH-COC)  at  the  Netherlands 
first  Gay  Pride  demonstration,  Amster- 
dam, June  1977. 

Previous  page:  A  gray  canal  in  Delft  is 
enlivened  by  a  banner  celebrating  the 
tenth  anniversary  of  the  Delft  Workshop 
on  Homosexuality.  The  city  hosted  the 
national  conference  of  the  NVIH-COC  in 
November,  1977. 


duced  an  age-of-consent  of  16  for  he- 
terosexuals and  21  for  homosexuals  — 
an  inequality  which  was  finally  elimin- 
ated in  1971. 

Also  in  191 1,  Jonkheer  Schorer 
founded  a  Dutch  branch  of  Germany's 
Scientific  Humanitarian  Committee 
( Wissenschaftlich-humanitares  Komit- 
ee).  The  German  group,  led  by  Magnus 
Hirschfeld,  had  provided  legal  and 
medical  counselling  for  homosexuals 
and  had  argued  for  law  reform  in  that 
country.  The  Schorer  Committee  took  a 
similar  direction  in  Holland,  and  still 
operates  today,  offering  psychiatric  and 
legal  aid  to  gays. 

The  tale  of  the  private  library  of 
Schorer's  committee  would  make  a  good 
spy  film.  Said  to  be  the  most  extensive 
collection  on  homosexuality  of  its  day, 
the  library  was  rumoured  to  have  disap- 
peared to  Germany  after  the  Fascist  oc- 
cupation, and  then  to  the  United  States 
after  the  American  occupation  —  no 
one  knows  for  sure. 

The  Schorer  Committee  had  succeed- 
ed by  1940  in  producing  a  magazine, 
Levensrecht  (Right  to  Life),  which  was 
circulating  among  500  subscribers.  With 
the  German  invasion  publication  was 
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immediately  suspended,  and  eventually 
hundreds  of  Dutch  gay  men  and  women 
were  to  be  murdered  by  the  Nazis. 

Levensrecht,  however,  survived.  After 
accomplishing  the  remarkable  feat  of 
memorizing  all  the  subscribers'  names 
and  addresses,  the  editor  carefully  des- 
troyed the  magazine's  files  as  the  troops 
moved  in.  After  the  Allied  liberation, 
the  files  were  reproduced  from  memory 
and  publication  was  begun  again.  It  was 
aided  by  a  government  provision  which 
allocated  the  country's  scarce  reserves  of 
paper  to  publications  which  had  been 
forced  to  suspend  operations  for  fear  of 
Nazi  persecution.  It  is  interesting  that 
the  one  newspaper  in  existence  today 
with  the  most  discernable  homophobic 
stance  —  the  indirect  equation  of  homo- 
sexuality and  criminality  for  example 
—  was  at  the  time  banned  from  pub- 
lication for  its  collaborationist  policies 
during  the  occupation.  Manipulation 
by  Roman  Catholic-affiliated  politicians 
got  the  ban  rescinded,  however,  and 
today  the  paper,  De  Telegraaf,  is  the 
largest  in  the  Netherlands. 

The  Dutch  homophile  movement  in 
recognizably  modern  form  is  about  25 
years  old.  It  can  be  traced,  with  fitting 


"The  notion  of  gay 
pride  is  beginning  to 
take  hold...  with  more 
radical  groups  promo- 
ting the  idea  of  a 
distinctive,  separate 
—  and  sometimes 
separatist  —  gay 
identity..." 


Left:  The  Radical-drag  performing  group, 
the  Hard  Softies. 


irony,  to  the  post-war  head  of  the  police 
Vice  Department,  who  believed  it  was 
safer  to  let  homosexuals  congregate 
where  he  could  keep  an  eye  on  them 
than  to  let  them  wander  lasciviously 
about  unchecked  and  at  random.  In 
1946,  from  among  the  Levenscrecht  sub- 
scribers, the  first  organization  was  form- 
ed. Originally  called  the  Shakespeare 
Club,  (the  name  tells  all),  the  group  was 
subsequently  renamed  the  Cultural 
Relaxation  Centre  —  or  Cultuur  en 
Ontspanningscentrum,  the  COC.  An- 
nouncement of  early  meetings  —  which 
usually  involved  lectures  and  tea-dances 
—  reassuringly  noted  that  public 
decency  would  be  maintained.  At  this 
time  there  was  also  an  attempt,  which 
was  never  followed  up,  to  found  a  gay 
colony  in  Brazil,  following  the  lead  of 
Zionist  emigration  to  what  was  to  be- 
come the  State  of  Israel. 

Consolidation,  carefully-planned 
economic  expansion,  rebuilding 
and  law  and  order  were  the  hall- 
marks of  Dutch  society  in  the  1950s,  and 
these  were  shared  by  the  COC  as  well. 
For  culture  there  were  literary  evenings, 
for  relaxation  the  Sunday  the"  dansant. 
In  these  years  arose  the  first  gay  scene  or 
subcuituur  as  it  is  known  here.  The 
Dutch  subcuituur  developed  more  ho- 
mogenously  than  elsewhere;  there's 
been  little  drag,  hardly  any  gender-fuck, 
leather  people  are  relatively  tame,  and 
the  concept  of  gay  pride  has  been  slow  to 
take  hold.  Officially  permitted,  the  sub- 
cuituur has  served  to  keep  gay  people  to- 
gether under  a  watchful  eye,  and  rela- 
tively harmless. 

In  the  Sixties  it  was  (for  a  change)  var- 
ious church  groups  which  got  the  ball 
rolling.  Pastoral  activity  from  the  pulpit, 
on  the  air,  and  in  various  religious  pub- 
lications began  to  deal  with  the  "prob- 
lem of  our  homosexual  neighbour."  In 
the  good  Calvinist  tradition,  homosex- 
uality was  brought  to  public  attention  as 
yet  another  area  where  the  respect  of  in- 
dividuality had  to  be  guaranteed. 
Roman  Catholics  were  soon  seeking  to 
out-do  the  Protestant  sects  in  progres- 
sive zeal.  Gradually  a  reaction  from  the 
COC  ("they're  talking  about  us  but 
without  us")  began  to  make  itself  felt;  as 
the  organization  realized  the  need  to 
reach  outside  the  subcuituur  and  begin  a 
dialogue  with  society  at  large  —  Dialoog 


is  the  name  of  a  publication  which  began 
to  appear  at  the  time  and  continues  to  be 
published  today.  In  1968,  the  COC 
underwent  a  name  change  to  mark  the 
altered  sense  of  direction:  the  organiza- 
tion was  now  officially  the  "Dutch  Or- 
ganization of  Homophiles."  Under  the 
influence  of  the  Provo  movement  and 
the  general  radicalization  of  the  Sixties, 
another  name  change  occurred,  and 
since  1971  the  group  has  been  known  as 
the  Nederlandse  Vereniging  tot  Integra- 
tie  van  Homoseksualiteit-COC,  the 
Dutch  Organization  for  the  Integration 
of  Homosexuality-COC. 

Unquestionably,  the  NVIH-COC 
remains  the  most  important  organizing 
force  for  Dutch  gays,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  prestigious  organizations  of  its 
kind  in  the  world.  A  national  body  with 
26  chapters,  the  NVIH-COC  is  not  only 
a  lobby  group  for  gay  rights,  but  is  the 
primary  focus  for  gay  self-help.  As  a  gay 
alternative  to  the  subcuituur,  the  COC 
maintains  meeting  places  in  numerous 
cities.  Usually  combination  discos  and 
coffeeshops,  these  centres  also  help  fin- 
ance social  services  and  political  activ- 
ities. The  new  COC  premises  in  Amster- 
dam are  due  to  open  this  summer. 

The  notion  of  gay  pride  is  beginning 
to  take  hold,  though  in  forms  different 
from  those  known  to  North  Americans. 
The  influence  of  more  radical  groups 
like  the  Flikkerfront  and  the  Rode  Flik- 
kers  (Red  Faggots),  promoting  the  idea 
of  a  distinctive,  separate  —  and  some- 
times separatist  —  gay  identity,  is  more 
profound  than  some  of  their  more 
moderate  allies  would  care  to  admit. 
Their  activities  are  also  the  most 
dramatic  and  imaginative;  the  Faggot 
Film  Festival,  for  instance,  held  in  Am- 
sterdam and  Nijmegen  in  April  1978  was 
organized  by  the  Rode  Flikkers.  The 
group  has  also  just  obtained  a  print  of 
history's  oldest  gay  film,  Magnus 
Hirschfeld's  Anders  als  die  Anderen, 
made  in  1919.  In  the  fall  of  1978  a  "gay 
train"  demonstration  was  organized  to 
protest  reduced  rates  for  families  travel- 
ling on  Dutch  railroads,  with  gay 
couples,  groups  and  individuals  riding 
around  the  country  at  government  ex- 
pense and  rallying  at  stations  along  (he 
way. 

These  more  radical  groups  trace  their 
influences  back  to  French  Marxist  anti- 
Freudians  like  Guy  Hocquenghem,  how- 
ever, rather  than  to  North  American 


notions  of  "gay  pride."  In  most  circles 
the  very  notion  of  "gayness"  remains  a 
foreign  borrowing.  Feminism  has 
advanced  to  the  point  of  separatism,  but 
many  lesbians  work  within  the  COC 
nonetheless  and  are,  in  many  instances, 
the  prime  movers:  the  first  gay  demon- 
stration here,  held  in  1977  and  attended 
by  some  2500  people,  was  organized  by 
the  International  Lesbian  Alliance. 
A  common  denominator,  still,  is  the  re- 
sistance to  what  is  seen  as  "ghettoiza- 
tion."  It  was  only  recently,  in  the 
November  issue  of  the  COC  publication 
Sek,  that  gay  communities  in  places  like 
San  Francisco  and  New  York  were  seen 
as  positive  examples,  having  lessons  to 
offer  that  are  sometimes  obscured  by  the 
word  "ghetto." 


t's  estimated  that  by  the  middle  of  the 
1980s  more  than  half  of  all  Dutch 
households  will  consist  not  of  nuclear 
families  but  of  alternative  forms  of  rela- 
tionships —  unmarried  men  and  women 
living  together,  collective  groups,  gay  and 
lesbian  couples.  The  work  of  the  gay 
movement  to  diminish  the  role  of  the  nu- 
clear family  as  the  criterion  for  the  order- 
ing of  society  will,  in  many  ways,  be  done 
for  it  as  Dutch  society  adjusts  to  these 
changes.  But  the  notion  that  such 
"units,"  like  isolated  building  blocks, 
form  the  basis  of  society  and  that  every 
possible  arrangment  requires  the 
meddlesome  attention  and  final  stamp 
of  approval  of  the  state  will  be  harder  to 
challenge.  Dutch  tolerance  rests  on  the 
assumption  that,  while  individuals  may 
have  their  own  particular  quirks,  they 
can  all  be  counted  on  to  remain  individ- 
uals, each  dealing  on  his  or  her  own  with 
society  at  large.  Each  can  be  accomo- 
dated; for  all  their  differences,  all  are 
the  same  because  all  are  alone. 

The  price  of  toleration  is  the  accept- 
ance of  one's  role  as  an  atomic  particle 
in  that  homogenous  whole.  The  notion 
of  a  gay  identity,  of  a  gay  community  of 
common  interests  different  from  those 
of  the  rest  of  society  challenges  the 
Calvinist  consensus.  It  is  this  identity, 
this  community,  that  many  lesbians  and 
gay  men  in  the  Netherlands  are  trying 
to  build.  In  some  ways,  it  seems  that 
the  "best  little  country"  has  given  them 
a  20-year  head  start  on  the  rest  of  the 
world.  The  advantage  of  that,  though, 
remains  to  be  seen. 

In  the  end,  perhaps  Pepys  —  or 
Heine?  —  was  right.  C 


Theo  van  der  Sieer  (left,  above  I  is  a  stu- 
dent of  Dutch  literature  at  the  L  ni\, 
of  Amsterdam,  currently  writing  a  disser- 
tation on  the  rise  of  the  family  in  the  mod- 
ern novel. 

I )ggt  F  Grubb  has  recently  completed 
a  doctoral  dissertation  on  the  subject  of 
' '( iavness  in  a  literary  context:  Production 
and  reception 

The  portrait  between  our  two  airres- 
pondenn  fa  ot  Jonkheer  Schorer.  founder 
ol  the  Dutch  Scientific  Humanitarian 
( 'ommittee. 
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IS  A  FAIRY  TALE....  ART  FOR  ART'S  SAKE  IS  NO  EXCUSE." 

A  PROVOCATIVE  LOOK  AT  THE  BALANCE  BETWEEN  IMAGINATION 

AND  RESPONSIBILITY  IN  GAY  FICTION. 


Books  are,  among  other  things, 
tools  for  survival,  and  Dancer 
from  the  Dance  author  Andrew 
Holleran  has  said  he  doesn't  want  some 
kid  in  Muncie,  Indiana  to  read  his  book 
and  conclude  that  his  own  life  is  as 
doomed  as  the  lives  of  Holleran's 
"doomed  queens."  New  York's  Gay 
Activists  Alliance  has  put  Holleran  and 
Larry  Kramer,  the  author  of  Faggots,  on 
its  "dishonour  roll"  along  with  Senator 
John  Briggs  of  California.  Critic  George 
Whitmore  has  come  to  Holleran's  de- 
fence but  not  to  Kramer's  (see  "The 
Road  Not  Taken,"  Gay  Community 
News,  March  10). 

The  GAA  states, "Gay  novels  must 
always  be  analysed  on  both  an  aesthetic 
and  political  level."  Whitmore  nods 
over  this  "like  Pavlov's  dog"  and  goes 
on  himself  to  say,  "Art,  in  the  end,  is  its 
own  excuse,"  which  is  as  worried  a  bone 
as  any.  The  old,  vexed  questions  remain: 
Do  artists  owe  anything  to  others,  or  is 
it  their  duty  to  express  private  visions? 
What  distance  should  there  be  between 
the  ivory  towers  and  the  barricades?  Can 
ivory  towers  exist  without  barricades? 
Without  ivory  towers,  what's  the  fight 
for? 

Well,  a  gay  man  like  Quentin  Crisp, 
also  on  GAA's  "dishonor  roll,"  answers 
that  Style  Is  All,  and  makes  an  art  of 
being  a  freak.  In  Crisp's  case,  does  one 
defend  him  for  courageous  "effem- 
inacy" or  condemn  him  for  dinosaur 
dandyism?  Crisp  says,  "My  only 
weapon  —  my  survival  kit  —  is  my 
politeness."  Tactics  and  conditions  for 
survival  vary.  What  tactics  will  that  kid 
in  Muncie  choose? 

The  fact  is  that  those  street  queens 
who  so  rudely  fought  the  cops  at 
Stonewall  in  '69  speeded  the  day  in 
which  Crisp,  Holleran  and  Kramer  could 
find  their  audience,  and  the  accruing  in- 
come. Yes,  these  men  owe  a  lot  to 
others.  Throughout  history  there  have 
been  folks  who  were  both  great  writers 
and  great  fighters.  What  sort  of  writers 
and  fighters  are  Kramer  and  Holleran? 
Some  perspective  is  necessary  before 
answering. 

"What  Went  Wrong?" 

"The  heterosexual  dictatorship,"  as 
Isherwood  calls  it,  has  imposed  a  suf- 
focating silence  on  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  Think  of  Forster's  novel  Maurice, 
written  in  1914,  published  in  1971,  hid- 
den in  between  those  years  with  this 
comment  of  Forster's  on  the  manu- 
script: "Publishable,  but  is  it  worth  it?" 
Too  often  we  were  spoken  for  by  priests 
and  shrinks,  and  when  we  spoke  for 
ourselves  we  too  often  drove  the  hero  or 
heroine  crazy  or  off  a  cliff,  or  begged  for 
sympathy.  Straight  critics  cast  a  cold  eye 
on  any  sign  of  gay  pride,  but  lauded 
works  which  portrayed  us  as  parasites 
and  grotesques,  which  "explored  a  sen- 
sitive subject  with  compassion." 

Have  things  changed?  Yes.  We've  be- 
come all  the  rage  even,  or  especially,  in 
East  Jesus.  Many  straights  are  saying 
they'd  like  us  all  to  die,  dry  up,  and  blow 
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Why  we  need  better  boob 
by  Scott  Tucker 


away,  while  others  are  themselves  dying 
of  curiosity  about  this  strange  tribe  in 
their  midst. 

If  we  all  had  lavender  skins  then  the 
kind  of  class-consciousness  women, 
blacks  and  the  poor  struggle  for  would 
come  easier  to  us.  We  don't:  we  have 
only  our  love,  and  even  this  we  are  often 
urged  to  keep  discreet,  both  by  straight 
supporters  and  our  own  gay  leaders. 
Straight  society  tries  desperately  to 
"explain"us,  and  whether  the  explan- 
ation is  Original  Sin,  Mom  and  Dad, 
genes  and  hormones  or  feminism,  the 
common  denominator  is  always  the  as- 
sumption that  Something  Went  Wrong. 
We  become  an  effect  whose  causes  must 
be  found,  like  the  causes  of  cancer.  Per- 
haps we  can  be  wiped  out  like  smallpox, 
with  only  a  stray  virus  surviving  in  the 
Amazon  or  Africa  —  nothing  that 
would  infect  the  "mainstream." 
It's  instructive  to  recall  that  Benjamin 
Rush,  a  colonial  Philadelphia  doctor 
later  canonized  as  "The  Father  of  Amer- 
ican Psychiatry,"  decided  that  blacks 
were  black  due  to  congenital  leprosy, 
and  advised  whites  to  keep  up  "that  pre- 
judice against  such  connections  with 
them  as  would  tend  to  infect  posterity 
with  any  portion  of  their  disorder. " 
Save  Our  Children,  indeed!  Uppity 


women  were  later  told  they  suffered 
from  penis-envy;  troublesome  workers 
on  assembly  lines  were  "maladjusted." 
Only  a  decade  ago,  a  former  president 
of  the  American  Psychiatric  Associa- 
tion, Howard  P  Rome,  proclaimed: 
"Actually,  no  less  than  the  entire  world 
is  a  proper  catchment  area  for  present- 
day  psychiatry,  and  psychiatry  need  not 
be  appalled  by  the  magnitude  of  this 
task."  The  "task"  itself  is  appalling.  It 
is  our  pain  that  turns  a  profit  for  this 
class  of  professionals.  They  see  in  every 
protest  to  their  practice  a  hidden  agenda 
of  unresolved  infantilism,  and  only  they 
hold  the  keys  to  our  Unconscious.  Gay 
class-consciousness  threatens  to  put 
many  of  them  out  of  business:  the  world 
was  simpler  and  more  profitable  when 
we  were  units  of  neurosis  and  case- 
histories. 

"I'm  Me."  So  what? 

In  the  January  issue  of  Commentary, 
a  mouthpiece  of  the  New  Right,  there  is 
an  article  by  Samuel  McCracken  called 
"Are  Homosexuals  Gay?"  McCracken 
is  confident  that  lesbians  and  gay  men 
"counterfeit"  heterosexuality,  and 
states:  "Homosexuality  holds  out  the 
possibility  of  avoiding  an  adjustment  to 


adult  life  that  is  always  difficult,  and  has 
become  more  so  with  the  rise  of 
Women's  Lib."  McCracken  resents 
Isherwood  because  his  memoir  "serves 
as  an  excellent  example  of  the  new  sen- 
sibility in  this  regard,  all  cheery  and  self- 
confident,  quite  sure  that  being  mad 
about  boys  is  just  the  same  as  being  mad 
about  girls."  McCracken  is  much  fonder 
of  Quentin  Crisp  and  Larry  Kramer. 
After  lamenting  the  refusal  of  gay  act- 
ivists to  "draw  the  line,"  McCracken 
gives  us  a  book  review,  which  I  quote: 

"Some  lines  have,  however,  been 
drawn  in  an  extraordinary  new  novel, 
Faggots,  by  Larry  Kramer.  A  satire  writ- 
ten, like  all  good  ones,  from  the  inside, 
Faggots  deals  with  one  large  class  of 
male  homosexuals,  those  who  live  in 
New  York.  It  holds  some  positions  crit- 
ical of  homosexuality;  enduring  rela- 
tionships are  next  to  non-existent  among 
homosexuals;  they  are  far  too  involved 
in  drugs  for  their  own  good;  sadomaso- 
chism is  a  pretty  nasty  business;  the 
homosexual  culture  snaps  up  good- 
looking  teenagers  as  they  arrive  at  the 
Port  Authority  bus  terminal;  and  most 
homosexuals  are  unfulfilled  people 
whose  gaiety  is  desperate  rather  than 
spontaneous.  Kramer  is  of  course 
already  beginning  to  be  denounced  by 
the  activists." 

Faggots  and  Dancer  from  the  Dance 
are  both  first  novels,  both  deal  with  the 
same  New  York  milieu,  both  have  heroes 
searching  for  love,  and  the  action  in  both 
ends  on  Fire  Island.  But  Kramer  is  far 
angrier  than  Holleran.  His  gaiety  is  in- 
deed desperate:  "Of  the  2,639,857  fag- 
gots in  New  York  City,  2,639,857  think 
primarily  with  their  cocks."  I'll  bet 
McCracken  chuckled  over  that  one. 
Kramer  has  said,  "If  I  had  not  written 
in  a  humourous  way,  knowing  my  ten- 
dencies the  novel  would  have  turned  out 
maudlin  or  sentimental  or  turgid." 
Jokes  included,  it  did.  The  novel  is  a 
patch-and-paste  job  of  free  association, 
and  what  passes  for  characterization  and 
insight  could  have  been  lifted  from  a 
sophomore's  psych  notes.  Its  hero,  Fred 
Lemish,  is  pretty  much  what  Kramer 
calls  "The  Subject":  What  Went 
Wrong.  After  a  sexual  Walpurgisnacht 
on  Fire  Island,  Lemish /Kramer  achieves 
Satori:  he  Understands  and  is  Free.  The 
last  pages  are  quite  literally  Pop  psych- 
ology: Dad  didn't  love  me,  I  suck  cock. 
Lemish /Kramer  makes  a  resolution: 
"Be  my  own  Mom  and  Pop."  He  is  Free 
to  Be  Me:  "I'm  here.  I'm  not  gay.  I'm 
not  a  fairy.  I'm  not  a  fruit.  I'm  not 
queer.  A  little  crazy  maybe.  And  I'm  not 
a  faggot.  I'm  a  Homosexual  Man.  I'm 
Me.  Pretty  Classy." 

Here  he  achieves  the  sublime:  as  Oscar 
Wilde  said  of  Dickens'  description  of  the 
death  of  Little  Nell,  "One  would  have  to 
have  a  heart  of  stone  to  read  it  without 
laughing." 

Bank  president  and  queens 

George  Whitmore  has  severely  criti- 
cized Kramer  (see  TBP,  Sept  1978)  for 
his  distortions,  and  for  the  message  that 
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I'M  ME.  PRETTY  CLASSY." 
—LARRY  KRAMER  IN  FAGGOTS- 


gay  men  are  their  own  worst  enemies. 
Criticism  amply  warranted.  First,  to  tell 
a  partial  truth  (yet  again)  is  often  to  tell  a 
lie:  mercenary  Jews  and  "hysterical" 
women  exist,  but  to  devote  whole  novels 
strictly  to  these  types  without  coming  to 
grips  with  social  context  would  be  racist 
or  sexist.  After  the  witch-burnings  and 
the  gassing  of  Jews,  yes,  we  must  insist 
that  artists  be  responsible.  Second,  no 
amount  of  psychology  accounts  for  or 
justifies  social  oppression;  there's  little 
point  in  blaming  the  victim.  Kramer  is 
sick  of  and  angry  at  victims.  Does  he 
care  that  many  gays  leading  lives  of  quiet 
desperation  would  dearly  love  a  ghetto 
to  fight  their  way  out  of?  At  their  worst, 
ghettoes  can  be  concentration  camps;  at 
their  best  places  of  community,  auto- 
nomy, strength.  The  McCrackens  of  the 
world  will  love  Kramer's  book  not  be- 
cause it  tells  the  truth,  but  because  the 
facts  it  does  contain  revive  old  fictions. 

When  Kramer  writes  a  political  article 
for  The  New  York  Times,  as  he  did  after 
Milk's  murder,  he  asks  why  gay  New 
Yorkers  can't  get  it  together  politically 
like  San  Franciscans?  Not  too  astute: 
New  York  also  has  a  much  greater  gen- 
eral population  than  San  Francisco, 
where  gays  are  more  highly  represented 
proportionately.  Remember,  also,  that 
New  York's  City  Council  is  a  political 
fossil.  But  Kramer  is  mad:  It's  your 
fault  again,  faggots. 

When  interviewed  in  Christopher 
Street,  Kramer  urged  gays  at  large  to 
"show  us  your  happy  couples,  bank  pre- 
sidents, and  people  in  power  who  are 
gay,  so  we  can  lead  our  lives  outside  of 
the  ghetto...."  If  all  you  can  show  for 
yourselves  are  single,  unhappy  janitors, 
well,  that's  your  fault  again,  faggots. 
You  should  be  "playing  house"  as 
Kramer  wants  to  do,  preferably  with 
someone  rich  and  powerful  out  there  in 
the  real  world.  And  stop  fucking  in  the 
streets  and  bushes!  As  Lemish/ Kramer 
says,  "My  sister-in-law  doesn't  fuck  on 
the  streets!" 

Kramer  plays  heavy-footedly  with 
psychoanalysis,  but  his  politics  comes 
from  having  swallowed  it  hook,  line  and 
sinker.  Is  the  gay  movement  to  be  a  sum 
of  personal  solutions?  Do  we  all  really 
wish  to  become  "couples,  bank  pres- 
idents, and  people  in  power,"  or  can  we 
imagine  and  fight  for  something  better? 
Kramer  criticizes  The  Adovcate,  but  the 
past  editorials  of  David  Goods tein, 
preaching  the  glories  of  the  Self,  should 
ring  like  gold  in  Kramer's  ears.  What, 
they  both  ask,  could  be  better?  "The 
Sixties  are  over":  it's  time  for  the  bank 
presidents  to  clean  up  after  the  street 
queens. 

"But  for  fate  and  ban" 

Dancer  from  the  Dance  continues 
the  tradition  of  the  gay  Gothic  novel  de- 
spite the  ambiguous  dooms  of  it  two 
protagonists,  Malone  and  Sutherland. 
Malone  is  the  sad  Golden  Boy,  and 
Sutherland  is  his  camp  vampanion 
through  a  hothouse  of  bars,  baths  and 
beaches.  Whereas  Faggots  is  an  angry 
polemic.  Dancer  is  a  melancholy  prose- 


poem,  so  finely  crafted  that  not  a  page 
passes  without  heartbreaking  images  or 
melting  cadences.  The  whole  novel  is 
an  extended  Liebestod  with  camp  asides. 

Melville's  Billy  Budd,  published  in 
1924,  remains  the  Great  American  Gay 
Gothic.  It  too  contains  a  Golden  Boy, 
the  handsome  sailor  Billy  Budd,  and  just 
as  Malone's  features  are  drawn  in  con- 
trast to  Sutherland's,  so  Budd's  "ignor- 
ant innocence"  is  set  off  against  the 
malign  caprices  of  a  ship  officer  named 
Claggart.  Claggart  is  what  we'd  now  call 
a  closet  case.  He  persecutes  Billy,  but  in 
staring  after  him  his  gaze  contains  "a 
touch  of  soft  yearning,  as  if  Claggart 
could  even  have  loved  Billy  but  for  fate 
and  ban."  Claggart  provokes  Billy  and 
dies  by  his  hand,  "struck  down  by  an 
angel  of  God."  The  angel-sailor  Billy  is 
hanged. 

Is  it  grossly  reductive  in  1979  to  try  to 
distinguish  between  fate  and  ban?  The 
social  banning  of  gay  love  is  not  a  my- 
sterious and  metaphysical  fate.  It's  an 
oppression  which  can  be  scrutinized  and 
challenged.  But  the  romance  of  doom 
still  seduces.... 

Dancer  is  a  narrative  enclosed  in  par- 
entheses which  consist  of  letters  between 
two  gay  friends.  One  friend  is  writing 
a  novel  concerning  two  gay  men  whom 


both  friends  have  known.  The  novel 
is  the  enclosed  narrative:  the  story 
of  Malone  and  Sutherland.  The  two 
friends  sign  their  letters  with  camp 
pseudonyms,  and  the  entire  device  leaves 
open  the  possibility  that  Malone  and 
Sutherland  are  corresponding,  and  that 
the  narrative  consists  of  their  own 
fictions  about  themselves.  Thus  the 
Gothic  genre  gets  a  twist  of  Modernism. 
Speaking  of  this  device  in  The  Advocate, 
Holleran  said,  "It  would  have  freed  me 
from  the  accusation  that  I  confirmed 
stereotypical  cliches  that  gay  people 
commit  suicide....  I  didn't  want  to  con- 
firm those  cliches." 
But  those  cliches  are  like  Siren  songs 
for  Holleran,  and  the  novelist  within  his 
novel  writes,  "What  can  you  say  about 
a  success?  Nothing!  But  the  failures  — 
that  tiny  subspecies  of  homosexual,  the 
doomed  queen,  who  puts  the  car  in  gear 
and  drives  right  off  the  cliff!  That  fas- 
cinates me." 

Malone,  like  Lemish,  wonders  What 
Went  Wrong.  But  whereas  Lemish 
blames  Mom  and  Pop,  Malone  con- 
cludes "after  the  most  earnest  search  for 
the  cause  of  this  inconvenience,  that  a 
witch  had  passed  a  wand  over  him  as  he 
lay  sleeping  one  evening  in  Ceylon." 
Elsewhere  this  inconvenience  is  called 


"the  quirk  of  fate"  and  "God's  joke." 
Malone  longs  to  live  the  life  of  small- 
town America.  During  a  Thanksgiving 
visit  home  to  Ohio  a  young  niece  asks 
when  he'll  marry,  and  the  only  one  he 
can  tell  his  secret  to  is  the  dog.  (Holleran 
writes  under  a  pseudonym.)  Realizing 
one  is  gay  is  like  being  told  one  has 
cancer:  so  Malone  thinks  in  the  novel, 
and  so  Holleran  says  in  an  interview. 
One  is  exiled  from  the  "real  world," 
from  family  and  society;  life  goes  on 
somewhere  beyond  one's  grasp.  In  the 
fictional  correspondence  one  friend  tells 
the  other,  "Gay  life  fascinates  you  only 
because  it  was  the  life  you  were  con- 
demned to  live." 

Malone  asks,  "Do  you  sometimes  not 
loathe  being  —  gay?" 

"My  dear,"  Sutherland  replies,  "you 
play  the  hand  you're  dealt." 

Play  it  Malone  does.  He  pursues  "a 
career  in  love,"  become  a  "prisoner 
of  love"  (the  title  of  a  Fifties  song),  and 
one  night  slips  into  the  surf  off  Fire 
Island,  after  which  Sutherland  over- 
doses. The  curtain  falls  on  La  Forza 
del  Destino. 

"Capisce?"  Non  capisce. 

Rumours  fly  after  Malone's  disap- 
pearance: Malone  may  have  survived  his 
swim  to  die  in  the  flames  at  the  Everard 
Baths;  he  may  be  teaching  schoolgirls  in 
Singapore;  he  may  be  writing  a  novel 
Down  South,  something  about  "doom- 
ed queens' 

Remember  those  parentheses?  In  the 
first,  we  read:  "So  you  see  I've  written 
only  aboout  doomed  queens.  Capisce?" 
Activists  and  adolescents,  take  not! 

When  George  Whitmore  comes  to 
Holleran's  defence  against  a  Gay  Acti- 
vists Alliance  reviewer,  he  charges 
"that  the  subjective  opinion  of  the  re- 
viewer is  delivered  from  a  political  plat- 
form and  in  the  name  of  liberation  so  as 
to  mask  its  subjectivity."  And  further: 
"Holleran  relates  in  only  the  most  per- 
functory way  to  the  political  realities  of 
the  world  around  us.  What  he  has  done 
is  to  create  a  world  that  is  not  around  us, 
out  of  his  own  imagination.  That,  I'd 
maintain,  is  the  only  excuse  for  writing  a 
novel.  Nothing  else  will  suffice.  Art,  in 
the  end,  is  its  own  excuse....  For  the 
rest,  we  have  propagandists." 

In  The  Advocate,  Holleran  speaks  for 
himself  and  contradicts  Whitmore: 
Holleran  defends  Dancer  by  stating,  "I 
know  it  was  true  because  in  a  simple, 
primitive  sense  it  happened  to  me.  If  I 
confirmed  cliches,  1  couldn't  help  it;  the 
only  test  is,  'Was  it  true?'  If  it's  retro- 
grade, I  don't  care." 

Well,  which  is  the  true  test  of  art?  Art 
itself,  or  truth?  By  the  first,  artists  owe 
nothing  to  others;  by  the  second,  they 
owe  all.  More  certainly,  than  Kramer 
and  Holleran  choose  to  tell. 

Except  for  two  references  to  gay  act- 
ivism, Dancer  portrays  a  world  in  which 
Stonewall  never  happened.  We  read. 
"Anyway  —  contrary  to  the  activists 
who  want  the  world  to  believe  not  only 
that  Gay  is  Good,  but  Gay  is  Better  — 
gay  life  does  have  its  sadness."  Under 
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—GEORGE  WHITMORE  ON  DANCER  FROM  THE  DANCE— 


the  Nazis  a  quarter  of  a  million  '  'doom- 
ed queens"  did  not  walk  into  the  waves 
or  take  the  wrong,  or  too  many,  pills:  no, 
they  were  shot  and  gassed.  In  America 
today  we  have  Born  Again  Christians 
calling  for  the  same  Solution,  with  gangs 
of  queerbashers  anxious  to  answer  the 
call  of  duty.  Who  knows  about  Cuba 
and  Iran?  Yes,  gay  life  does  have  its 
sadness,  and  Kramer  and  Holleran  ask 
us  to  be  angry  at  ourselves. 

Holleran  says  in  The  Advocate,  "I 
was  in  Boston  with  a  friend  two  months 
ago  and  I  was  talking  about  the  Fenway, 
an  area  of  bullrushes  where  a  lot  of  gays 
are  mugged  and  harassed.  My  friend 
said,  'Damn  right,  they  should  be.  I 
don't  want  to  see  gays  out  in  public 
sucking  dick.  It's  too  disgusting.  There's 
no  reason  they  should  be  out  there.'  It's 
as  possible  for  a  gay  person  to  be  out- 
raged by  unseemly  sex  as  a  straight  per- 
son, and  often  I  am." 

Forward  into  the  Fifties!  One  may  de- 
spise an  oppression  which  leads  to  com- 
pulsion, but  many  gays  cannot  risk  sex 
at  home  or  afford  to  rent  a  room,  what- 
ever their  preference.  One  must  also  de- 
spise an  oppression  which  hallows  only 
the  inside  of  four  walls  as  a  fit  place  for 
love.  To  our  everlasting  credit  we  have 
reclaimed  the  parks  and  beaches  for 
Eros.  Having  broken  at  least  from  the 
ghetto  of  the  bedroom,  it's  damnable 
for  gay  men,  however  "outraged  by  un- 
seemly sex,"  to  crown  queerbashers 
with  laurels.  We'd  do  better  to  turn  our 
anger  on  rapists,  who  are  almost  in- 
variably straight  men. 

At  the  end  of  Dancer  there  is  mention 
of  a  gay  rally  in  Central  Park,  and  sur- 
prise is  expressed  at  so  few  familiar  faces, 
so  many  faces  absent  from  the  "circuit." 
What,  indeed,  has  Holleran  to  say 
about  the  gay  movement?  This,  from 
The  Advocate:  "I'm  very  glad  there  are 
gay  men  and  women  who  have  the  polit- 
ical passion  to  fight  that  fight  for  me. 
But  the  only  kind  of  peace,  security,  real 
dignity  in  any  human  being  never  comes 
from  the  outside... it's  something  you 
achieve  on  your  own  through  your 
own  hard  work  and  your  persistence  in 
wanting  it  and  getting  it." 

This  is  Holleran's  politics:  personal 
solutions,  and  therefore  politics  by  de- 
fault. There  would  have  been  only  a 
Fifties  market  for  Holleran's  book  but 
for  the  risks  taken  by  street  queens  and 
the  work  of  activists,  yet  he  has  chosen 
to  present  to  the  world  only  that  tiny 
subspecies  of  doomed  queens  whom 
straights  can  take  to  their  prurient  and 
prejudiced  hearts.  In  doing  so  he  has  al- 
so doomed  more  queens. 

When  asked  in  The  Advocate  about 
literary  influences,  Holleran  responded: 
"Proust  is,  I  think,  the  most  brilliant 
writer,  even  on  gay  themes.  Probably 
the  greatest  gay  novel  of  all  —  and  it's 
never  termed  a  gay  novel  —  is  Remem- 
brance of  Things  Past." 

A  quote  from  the  Journals  of  Andre 
Gide,  1921:  "I  have  read  Proust's  latest 
pages  with  a  shock  of  indignation. . .  that 
offence  to  truth  will  probably  please 
everybody:  heterosexuals,  whose  preju- 


dices it  justifies  and  whose  repugnances 
it  flatters;  and  the  others,  who  will  take 
advantage  of  the  alibi  and  their  lack  of 
resemblance  to  those  he  portrays.  In 
short,  considering  the  public's  coward- 
ice, I  do  not  know  any  writing  that  is 
more  capable  than  Proust's  Sodome  et 
Gomorrhe  of  confirming  the  error  of 
public  opinion." 

My  dear  Andre\  you  should  only  have 
lived! 

Books  that  change  us. 

My  lover  and  I  have  had  straight 
couples  come  to  us  for  advice  on  rela- 
tionships. Why?  Because  they  don't 
want  to  "play  house"  any  longer,  and 
gays  have  been  failing  and  succeeding  at 
alternate  ways  of  loving  for  longer  than 
straights  have.  And  I  do  mean  loving  not 
just  fucking. 

The  perspectives  gay  people  have  on 
this  society  are  crucial  to  making  it  more 
human.  The  personal  is  indeed  political, 
an  insight  first  forged  and  refined  by 
feminists.  Such  insights  challenge  and 
change  us,  and  from  this  change  come 
changes  in  art  and  politics.  Like  the 
women's  song  says,  "Yes,  it  is  bread  we 
fight  for,  but  we  fight  for  roses  too." 

Nietzsche  wrote,  "We  have  art  in 


order  that  we  may  not  die  of  the  truth." 
Kramer  and  Holleran  make  an  art  of 
telling  us  only  the  truth  we  die  of.  We 
want  more  art,  more  truth,  not  less,  and 
our  desire  is  not  demagogic.  The  real 
danger  and  "subjectivity"  lie  with 
Kramer  and  Holleran,  who  refuse  the  re- 
sponsibility they  owe  us.  Without  us,  no 
market,  no  audience.  Every  cent  they 
make  from  their  books  was  earned  for 
them,  hot  only  by  their  solitary  labours, 
but  by  the  suffering  and  successes  of  all 
of  us.  Art,  in  the  end,  is  not  is  own 
excuse. 

What,  then  is  the  excuse  for  art?  What 
should  art  do?  Give  pleasure,  tell  us  the 
truth,  and  change  us.  A  simple  song  may 
do  all  three,  two,  one  or  none.  What 
pleases  us  may  pain  others,  the  truth 
gives  both  pleasure  and  pain,  and  we  can 
change  for  worse  or  better.  Who  decides 
if  the  change  is  good  or  bad?  Art  and 
ethics  can  be  argued;  we  know  we  don't 
want  Stalinists  and  McCarthyites  super- 
vising symphonies  and  sculpture. 
Kramer  and  Holleran  are  not  being  sent 
to  Siberia.  We  await  their  second  books 
and  have  every  right  to  censure  them, 
but  no  right  on  earth  to  censor  a  single 
comma. 

Are  we  asking  for  either  agitprop  or 
fairy  tales?  In  fact,  Faggots  is  agitprop, 


and  Dancer  is  a  fairy-tale.  Some  plays  by 
Brecht  are  great  pieces  of  agitprop,  and 
certain  literary  Utopias  are  great  fairy- 
tales. Faggots  and  Dancer  do  not  rank 
with  these  works.  Art  for  art's  sake  is  no 
defence,  and  half-truths  aren't  either. 
Utopias  are  outright  lies,  but  at  least 
they  are  dreams  that  can  change  us  for 
the  good. 

Gays  are  often  trapped  in  families, 
but  are  also  often  lost  and  lonely  with- 
out them,  and  Faggots  and  Dancer  are  at 
least  good  mirrors  of  this  oppression.  In 
the  past  and  still,  many  gays  have  either 
forced  themselves  to  take  camouflage  in 
families,  or  have  sacrificed  families  they 
desired  from  a  sense  of  doomed  Other- 
ness. We  need,  and  must  make,  new 
choices.  "Effeminate"  men  and  inde- 
pendent women  could  make  a  revolution 
in  childcare  and  community.  We  need 
songs  and  stories  to  celebrate  and  mourn 
this  struggle.  There  are  gay  people  in  all 
our  lives  who  are  laudable  in  the  work 
and  loving  they  do:  it  may  be  a  woman 
who  has  survived  a  marriage  and  a  men- 
tal ward  and  is  raising  a  son  and  writing 
poems;  it  may  be  a  man  who  lives  in  a 
one-room  flat  and  is  paid  a  pittance  as 
a  gay  novelist. 

And  we  have  our  martyrs,  of  course. 
A  politician  like  Milk,  murdered  by  a 
homophobe.  A  poet  like  Gennady  Trif- 
onov,  sentenced  to  a  Soviet  labor  camp 
for  circulating  his  love  lyrics.  A  feminist 
like  Jan  Sergienko,  active  against  rape, 
who  was  raped  and  hanged  herself.  We 
honour  them,  but  it  isn't  martyrdom  or 
simple  survival  we  want.  Rilke  spoke  of 
"unlived  life,  of  which  one  can  die."  We 
want  lives  fully  lived. 

Adrienne  Rich,  in  her  Dream  of  a 
Common  Language  put  it  well: 

No  one's  fated  or  doomed  to 

love  anyone. 

The  accidents  happen,  we  're  not 

heroines, 

they  happen  in  our  lives  like  car  crashes, 
books  that  change  us,  neighborhoods 
we  move  into  and  come  to  love. 
Tristan  und  Isolde  is  scarcely  the  story, 
women  at  least  should  know  the 

difference 

between  love  and  death.  No  poison  cup, 
no  penance.  Merely  a  notion  that  the 

tape-recorder 
should  have  caught  some  ghost  of  us: 

that  tape-recorder 
not  merely  played  but  should  have 

listened  to  us, 

and  could  instruct  those  after  us: 
this  we  were,  this  is  how  we  tried 

to  love, 
and  these  were  the  forces  they  had 

ranged  against  us, 
and  these  are  the  forces  we  had  ranged 

within  us, 
within  us  and  against  us,  against  us 

and  within  us. 

That  kid  in  Muncie,  in  Saskatoon, 
even  in  Kramer's  and  Holleran's  New 
York,  deserves  no  less  a  vision  than  that, 
a  vision  both  subtle  and  strong.  D 
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The  furor  created  by  The  Body 
Pontic's  "Men  Loving  Boys  Lov- 
ing Men"  posed  hard  political 
questions  for  me.  On  the  one 
hand,  I  deplore  repressive  police  action 
designed  not  only  to  stifle  any  discussion 
of  the  subject  of  sexual  activity  across 
generations,  but  also  to  intimidate  any- 
one even  so  involved  with  the  paper  as  to 
be  a  subscriber.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
understand  the  rage  against  sexual  ex- 
ploitation by  men  not  only  of  children 
of  both  sexes  but  of  women  and  other 
men,  the  pleasures  of  which  The  Body 
Politic  can  sometimes  be  accused  of  ad- 
vertising. I  am  convinced  that  censor- 
ing serious  discussion  of  unconven- 
tional sexual  relationships  does  nothing 
to  protect  those  who  might  be  exploited. 
To  test,  to  contest,  is  the  only  way  to 
reach  forward  into  understanding  areas 
of  human  experience  vulgarized  by 
either  taboo  or  glorification. 

As  a  society  we  are  so  fearful  of  sexual 
initiation  we  pretend  that  by  ignoring  it, 
it  will  not  take  place.  What  we  really 
want  is  not  to  know  when  or  how  it 
does.  We  no  longer  frighten  our  children 
with  threats  of  insanity  and  death  as  re- 
sults of  masturbation.  It  is,  instead, 
clumped  with  picking  one's  nose,  bel- 
ching, farting  —  something  not  to  be 
done  in  public,  by  implication  not  to  be 
done  by  nice  people  at  all  —  but  we  give 
our  children  enough  privacy  so  that  the 
guilty  pleasure  can  be  discovered  and 
practiced  not  only  alone  but  in  the  com- 
pany of  other  unsupervised  children. 
Children  caught  may  be  shamed,  the 
more  sexually  aggressive  children  ostra- 
cized, but  it  is  not,  as  it  used  to  be,  a 
cause  for  brutal  retribution. 

Our  embarrassed  liberality  on  this 
matter  does  not  extend  to  encounters  be- 
tween children  and  adults.  Though  any- 
one who  spends  any  time  with  very 
young  children  knows  that  they  are  ag- 
gressively curious  about  bodies  —  every- 
one's bodies  —  apt  to  stick  a  finger  not 
only  in  another's  eye  or  nose  but  to 
reach  for  a  nipple  or  penis,  we  pretend 
that  these  assaults  have  nothing  to  do 
with  sex,  are  only  part  of  the  random 
and  innocent  activity  which  can  be  ig- 
nored or  distracted.  The  adult  who  ac- 
tively participates  in  sexual  instruction 
of  children  —  whether  the  nurse  who 
teaches  a  child  masturbation  as  a  seda- 
tive or  the  adult  male  who  complies  with 
a  four-year-old's  demand,  "Show  me 
your  penis"  —  is  simply  criminal. 

Sexual  education  in  this  culture,  when 
undertaken  at  all,  is  presented  imperson- 
ally in  abstract  diagrams,  unlike  any 
other  teaching  of  bodily  function  or  do- 
mestic habit.  Once  the  breast  is  unavail- 
able for  nourishment  and  the  lap  out- 
grown, sexual  pleasure  is  presented  as  a 
far  off  and  nearly  mystical  reward  for 
years  of  asexual  (or  at  least  secret)  beha- 
viour. If  defecating  and  eating  were  left 
to  the  same  secrecy  and  chance  we  might 
face  the  same  problems  with  basic  san- 
itataion  and  nutrition  that  we  do  with 
sex.  When  the  relatively  simple  task  of 
teaching  table  manners  takes  so  many 
years,  why  do  we  assume  that  sexual 
manners  need  not  be  taught  at  all? 

Formal  sexual  initiations  in  other  cul- 
tures may  serve  as  bad  examples  of  what 
we  might  teach  if  given  permission:  the 
mutilation  of  female  genitals  and  the 
equating  of  sexual  satisfaction  with  the 
kill  in  males.  Both  these  puberty  rituals 
express  attitudes  toward  sexuality  in  our 
own  culture,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  we 
can  therefore  be  alarmed  at  exposing 
children  to  adult  sexuality.  If  we  viewed 
sex  as  a  basic  appetite  normally  satisfied 
and  gradually  cultivated,  we  would  not 
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need  to  keep  our  chilren  isolated  and  in 
ignorance  for  so  long,  building  in  them 
what  we  have  ourselves  experienced:  in- 
tense fear  and  desire  which,  so  long  un- 
instructed,  produce  dangerous  stupidity. 
Of  course  we  don't  want  dangerously 
stupid  adults  initiating  our  children. 
Fear  of  that  leaves  the  children  to  them- 
selves, not  out  of  our  conviction  that 
children  are,  in  this  matter,  the  best  tea- 
chers, but  by  default.  We  have  so  little 
trust  in  what  we  have  to  teach  that  we 
not  only  abdicate  our  responsibility  but 
label  criminal  any  adult  who  might 
attempt  instruction. 

There  are  adults  who  do  sexually  ex- 
ploit, damage  and  kill  children.  It  makes 
no  more  sense  to  deal  with  the  question 
by  taking  them  as  the  norm  than  it 
would  to  take  rapists  as  the  norm  for 
heterosexual  relationships  between 
adults.  To  say  that  any  sexual  activity 
between  adults  and  children  is  exploita- 
tive because  of  the  superior  size  and 
power  of  the  adult  is  really  to  acknow- 
ledge that,  overall,  relationships  be- 
tween adults  and  children  are  unequal. 
Why  we  feel  more  concerned  over  child- 
ren's sexual  dependence  than  over  their 
physical,  emotional,  and  intellectual  de- 
pendence says  more  about  us  as  sexual 
incompetents  than  as  responsible  adults. 

Children  are  at  our  mercy.  They  are  at 
each  other's  mercy  as  well.  It  makes 
about  as  much  sense  to  leave  children's 
sexual  nourishment  to  their  peers  as  it 
would  to  assume  that  the  mud  pies  they 
make  for  each  other  are  an  adequate 
lunch.  I  use  the  term  "sexual"  rather 
than  "sensual"  because  it  seems  to  me 


that  both  our  embarrassment  about  and 
focus  on  genitals  make  us  the  inept  sex- 
ual creatures  most  of  us  are.  A  child's 
need  for  physical  contact  is  as  sexual  as 
our  own.  It  takes  as  little  imagination  to 
know  that  a  child's  sexual  appetite  is  dif- 
ferent from  an  adult's  as  it  does  to  figure 
out  that  a  new  born  baby  can't  eat  an 
apple  or  a  steak.  We  don't  therefore  re- 
fuse to  feed  an  infant. 

f  children's  sexual  independence  were 
as  thoughtfully  taught  as  their  ability 
to  feed  themselves,  masturbation 
would  become  the  satisfying  accomplish- 
ment that  it  should  be.  Being  able  to  gra- 
tify oneself  provides  an  autonomy  that  is 
basic  to  self  respect  and  therefore  re- 
spect for  others.  Sexual  play  based  on 
the  understanding  of  pleasure  can  have 
associated  with  it  as  many  small  court- 
esies as  eating  with  other  people,  as 
much  ritual  wonder  as  the  most  sacred 
of  games.  Just  as  children  gradually 
learn  greater  autonomy  and  responsibil- 
ity in  all  other  aspects  of  living,  so  their 
development  in  sexuality  should  be  grad- 
ual until  they  come  to  the  choices  of 
commitment  in  relationships,  in 
parenting,  not  as  sex-starved  barbarians 
willing  to  barter  anything  for  the  exper- 
ience so  long  forbidden,  not  as  infantile, 
gluttonous,  guilty  and  dangerously  stu- 
pid, but  as  warm,  sexually  intelligent 
human  beings. 

Until  we  have  a  responsible  view  of 
our  own  sexuality,  we  will  go  on  shirking 
our  responsibility  to  our  children.  We 
live  in  so  homophobic  a  society  that 
most  adults  are  terrified  of  expressing 
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any  affection  with  children  of  their  own 
sex,  and  even  discourage  those  friend- 
ships often  most  meaningful  among  chil- 
dren. Mothers  can  be  jealous  of,  rather 
than  delighted  in,  their  daughters'  sexual- 
ity, so  ambivalent  about  themselves 
as  women  that  they  don't  know  what 
sort  of  victimization  to  recommend. 
Fathers  compete  with  sons,  warning 
them  off  the  lotus  land  of  sexual  plea- 
sure which  will  only  deter  them  from  the 
conquest  of  whatever  world  has  been 
chosen  for  them,  be  it  military  service  or 
medical  school.  For  every  child  trauma- 
tized by  overt  and  brutal  sexual  treat- 
ment, there  are  many,  many  more  suf- 
fering the  damage  of  ignorance  and  re- 
pression which  makes  masochistic 
women  and  sadistic  men  the  norms  of 
our  society. 

The  choice  is  not  really  between  child- 
rape  and  chastity  into  late  adolescence, 
nor  is  it  between  perversion  and  ortho- 
dox heterosexuality.  We  do  have  the  fur- 
ther option  of  accepting  our  own  sex- 
uality and  therefore  that  of  our  children 
as  a  complex  blessing  which  we  and  they 
must  learn  neither  to  exploit  nor  deny 
but  to  enjoy  with  sensitivity  and  intelli- 
gence. 

Such  a  change  in  attitude  doesn't 
come  quickly  or  easily.  It  will  not  come 
at  all  unless  we  are  willing  to  address  the 
question  seriously  and  openly.  Police 
who  use  violence  and  intimidation  to  si- 
lence such  discussion,  who  see  in  every 
adult  interested  in  the  sexuality  of  child- 
ren a  molester  and  murderer,  are  them- 
selves victims  as  well  as  perpetuators  of 
our  sexual  sickness.  If  we  discover 
through  reading  "Men  Loving  Boys 
Loving  Men"  that  we  question  the  mot- 
ives of  the  men  involved,  we  must  as  cer- 
tainly question  our  own  in  allowing  our 
children  to  choose  such  experiments 
while  pretending  not  to.  We  must  also 
examine  the  motives  of  all  interac- 
tion between  adults  and  children  — 
how  much  has  ever  been  done  "for  their 
own  good,  "how  much  we  simply  rein- 
force our  own  values  —  before  we  are 
too  purely  suspicious  of  anything  but 
disinterested  altruism  in  adults  who  re- 
late to  children. 

More  important  than  judging  the 
quality  of  other  people's  experience  and 
relationships  is  the  exercise  of  our  own 
memories.  Certainly  my  own  initiation 
came  long  before  I  was  legally  adult. 
Though  a  number  of  males  around  my 
age  offered  to  participate,  a  woman  ten 
years  my  senior  was  "responsible,"  at 
my  invitation  and  encouragement.  The 
only  fault  I  find  with  that  part  of 
my  sexual  education  was  the  limit  her 
guilt  and  fear  put  on  our  pleasure,  the 
heterosexual  pressure  even  she  felt  re- 
quired to  put  on  me.  What  she  did  "for 
my  own  good"  caused  both  of  us  pain. 
If  I  were  to  improve  on  that  experience 
now,  it  would  not  be  to  protect  children 
from  adult  seduction  but  to  make  adults 
easier  to  seduce,  less  burdened  with  fear 
or  guilt,  less  defended  by  hypocrisy 

If  we  accepted  sexual  behaviour  be- 
tween children  and  adults,  we  would  be 
far  more  able  to  protect  our  children 
from  abuse  and  exploitation  than  we  are 
now.  They  would  be  free  to  tell  us,  as 
they  can  about  all  kinds  of  other  exper- 
ience, what  is  happening  to  them  and  to 
have  our  sympathy  and  support  instead 
of  our  mute  and  mistrustful  terror. 
There  arc  a  thousand  specific  question's, 
all  hard  to  answer,  hut  we  can't  begin 
dealing  with  them  until  our  basic  atti- 
tude changes 

Children  are  sexual,  and  it  is  up  to  us 
to  take  responsibility  tor  their  real 
education.  They  have  been  exploited  and 
betrayed  long  enough  b\  QUI  silence. D 
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"People  laugh  almost  as  hard  at  Anita  Bryant's  books  as  they  did  at  Adolph  Hitler's" 

Taking  another  crack  at  the  Final  Solution 


At  Any  Cost  by  Anita  Bryant  and  Bob  Green. 
Fleming  H  Revell  Co  (G  R  Welch  in  Canada), 
1979.  $8.35. 

Why  mell  How  would  you  like  to  be 
dropped  into  a  sewer  and  asked  to  write 
a  restaurant  review? 

This  book  is  beyond  criticism. 
(They're  going  to  quote  that  on  their 
next  one.)  By  no  recognized  stand- 
ards —  logic,  style,  depth,  originality, 
honesty  —  can  it  be  judged. 

First  I  thought  the  only  sane  way  to 
deal  with  At  Any  Cost  was  as  a  bad 
joke.  It  isn't  a  joke.  Then  I  made  a  de- 
tailed comparison  with  Hitler's  Me  in 
Kampf.  The  two  books  are  astoundingly 
similar;  the  comparison  is  depressing  in 
terms  of  human  evolution  (Mein  Kampf 
predates  AAC  by  a  half-century.)  And 
people  laugh  almost  as  hard  at  Anita's 
books  as  they  did  at  AdolFs.  But,  in  lieu 
of  gloom,  let  me  condense  At  Any  Cost 
for  you. 

Anita  Bryant  and  Bob  Green 
(Bryant's  husband,  Chairman  of  the 
Board  and  Director  of  Media  to  Protect 
America's  Children  Inc  and  Anita 
Bryant  Ministries  Inc)  are  two  simple 
wholesome  Christian  missionaries  ahead 
of  their  time  in  recognizing  the  moral 
landslide  in  America.  To  clarify,  moral 
landslide  does  not  refer  to  nuclear  cata- 
strophes, widening  gaps  between 
women's  and  men's  wages,  Right-to- 
Life  blackmail  schemes  or  the  fact  that 
50%  of  the  US  prison  population  is 
drawn  from  the  10%  of  the  general 
population  who  are  black.  No,  moral 
landslide  is  us  —  homosexuals, 
feminists,  pro-freedom-of-choice-for- 
women-on  abortion  and  pro-Equal- 
Rights-Amendment  people,  etc  —  the 
new  commies.  And  America  is  the  world, 
the  Free  World,  give  or  take  Chile. 

AB,  BG,  their  backers  and  their  god 
have  a  vision:  a  sort  of  Norman  Rock- 
well-Walt-Disney-orange-juice-and- 
cornflakes  sunny  morning  world  of 
ranchhouses  peopled  by  grinning  moder- 
ately-tanned dads  and  moms  and  boys 
and  girls  who  know  their  places  and  who 
look,  eat,  drive,  dress,  pray,  kill,  vote 
and  procreate  according  to  God's  will  as 
set  out  in  The  Bible  —  actually  The 
Bibles;  in  AAC  they  quote  from  six  quite 
different  versions  of  God's  word.  At 
least  one  of  these,  The  Living  Bible 
(God's  word  circa  1971)  seems  specifi- 
cally designed  for  the  succour  of  Reborn 
Christians.  I  quote  from  it:  "Whatever 
we  do,  it  is  certainly  not  for  our  own 
profit,  but  because  Christ's  love  controls 
us."  You  can  see  how  they  get  converts 
to  the  word  of  this  particular  god. 

You  can  also  see  that  we,  the  moral 
landslide,  do  not  fit  very  well  in  their 
vision.  Protect  America's  Children  Inc 
and  Anita  Bryant  Ministries  Inc  have  a 
(final  ?)  solution.  Anyone  who  doesn't 
fit  —  all  you  have  to  do  is  relax  and  give 
yourself  into  the  warm,  soothing  caress 
of  a  "higher  authority"  —  can  be  fixed. 
They  propose  the  following  aids:  a 
prototype  counselling  centre  operates 
already  in  their  Miami  head-office,  next 
is  a  national  (US,  I  suppose;  in  Canada 
we'll  muddle  along  until  our  very  own 
Renaissance  International  hears  The 
Word)  toll-free  hotline  for  counselling 
(that's  rebornese  for  "conversion")  and 


Bryant  and  Green:  "At  stake  for  them  is  power,  at  stake  for  us  is  us." 


referral  (informing  parents,  employers, 
police,  etc).  Then  —  depending  on 
those  continuing  to  flow  in  from  the  ex- 
Silent-Majority  now  called  the  "Grass- 
Roots  people"  —  we  should  see  a  net- 
work of  centres  and  mobile  units  for 
counselling,  adoptive- family  pro- 
grammes (when  your  own  loved  ones 
have  failed  to  bring  you  round,  presum- 
ably), "intensive-treatment  facilities" 
and  "farm  or  ranch  complexes  for  in- 
depth  rehabilitation."  Talk  about  euph- 
emisms. 

After  reading  several  of  their  books 
I'm  convinced  that  Bryant,  Green,  God 


and  Company  are  not  funny.  (The  let's- 
laugh-at-Anita-Bryant-until-she-goes- 
away  industry  is  doing  very  well,  but  I 
can't  see  how  it  interferes  with  their 
plans.  Whether  it  equips  us  better  to 
fight  remains  to  be  seen.)  They  are 
grimly  determined.  They  have  passed  be- 
yond what  we  might  consider  normal 
morality  and  logic.  Or  perhaps  I  should 
say  they  have  their  own.  They  brag  that 
"humanism"  is  their  enemy.  I'm  not 
sure  what  it  is,  but  I  can  see  how  it 
mightn't  be  good  for  business.  When 
their  rational  base  crumbles  (about  page 
two)  they  retreat  to  the  impregnable 


fortress  of  "God  said."  What's  to 
argue?  No,  she  didn't?  Which  god?  So 
what?  Meanwhile  the  other  hand  is 
building  a  ranch  complex  to  rehabilitate 
you. 

This  particular  totalitarian  bible 
should  tell  us  that  argument  or  negotia- 
tion with  them  is  out:  the  only  debatable 
points  for  them  are  when  and  how  they 
undo  us.  Fighting  on  their  terms  would 
be  foolish,  to  say  the  least:  the  Christian 
empire,  the  most  powerful  and  the  most 
destructive  ever,  had  almost  twenty  cent- 
uries to  perfect  its  techniques  before  the 
Thousand-Year  Reich  got  going,  and  we 
didn't  do  so  well  with  that  lot  on  its 
terms.  (AAC  makes  a  big  play  for  con- 
servative Jews,  dangling  a  tantalizing 
package  of  reactionary  goodies  to  sugar- 
coat  the  only-Christian-can-save-you- 
from-eternal-damnation  pill.  To  me  it's 
embarrassingly  transparent  and  dan- 
gerous, but  then  I'm  not  a  conservative 
Jew.)   . 

Let  it  not  be  said  the  reborn-machine 
hasn't  given  us  fair  warning.  Their  fear 
of  us  is  real:  we  do  mean  to  change  the 
world  as  they  know  and  love  it.  And 
they're  no  longer  interested  only  in  "the 
militants":  Bryant  /Green  declare  that 
school  children  can  be  influenced  by 
homosexuality  in  their  teachers  even 
when  it  is  concealed.  The  Nazis  had 
legislation  against  homosexual  fanta- 
sies.... 

If  they  can  succeed  in  forcing  us  from 
offence  to  defence  and  keep  us  there,  de- 
fending the  little  patches  of  freedom 
we've  won  in  the  last  two  decades,  it 
may  satisfy  them.  But  I  doubt  it.  The 
trouble  is,  they're  onto  us;  they've  dis- 
covered the  source  of  our  strength  better 
than  we  sometimes  know  it  ourselves. 
First,  we  multiply  by  our  effect  on  each 
other  as  allies,  friends  and  lovers,  then 
our  effect  multiplies  geometrically  as  we 
push  deeper  and  deeper  into  what  they 
had  assumed  was  their  world.  We  mess 
about  in  it,  causing  empires  to  collapse 
and  civilizations  to  rot.  Along  the  way 
we  run  the  risk  of  making  it  habitable  by 
a  greater  variety  of  unsuitable  people, 
including  quite  possibly  the  highly- 
prized  offspring  of  B&G  themselves, 
pictured  in  lush  nuclear  pink-and-white 
on  the  book's  dustcover. 

They  know  what's  at  stake.  So  do  we. 
At  stake  for  them  is  power.  At  stake  for 
us  is  us. 

I  hope  you've  enjoyed  this  review 
more  than  I  did  the  book. 

Michael  RiordonD 


West  German  publishing:  acknowledging  the  gay  market 


Alf  by  Bruno  Vogel.  Lollar,  1977.  No  price 
available. 

Homosexualitat  und  Subkultur  by  Joachim 
S.  Hohmann.  Lollar,  1976.  $8.95. 

Der  unterdruckte  Sexus  edited  by  Joachim 
S.  Hohmann.  Lollar,  1977.  $29.95. 

Tabu  Homosexualitat  by  Gisela  Bleibtreu- 
Ehrenberg.  S.  Fischer,  1978.  No  price  avail- 
able. 

Following  a  pattern  set  by  its  North  Am- 
erican counterpart  —  with  which  it  has 
developed  close  links  on  the  very  highest 
managerial  and  marketing  levels  —  the 
West  German  publishing  industry  has 
recently  begun  to  issue  an  increasing 
number  of  books  aimed  at  a  gay  reader- 
ship. Also  following  the  North  Amer- 
ican lead,  publishers  have  finally  started 
advertising  their  products  in  the  West 
German  gay  press,  after  years  of  free 
publicity  in  the  form  of  reviews. 


Before  hailing  this  book  bonanza,  we 
had  best  recall  from  our  experience  here 
that  quantity  does  not  translate  directly 
into  quality.  Still,  after  the  dearth  of 
publishing  and  public  discussion  of  ho- 
mosexuality during  West  Germany's 
first  two  decades,  it  is  a  least  encour- 
aging to  note  that  publishing  has  appar- 
ently become  a  growth  industry  at  the 
close  of  the  third  decade.  Thus  far,  non- 
fiction  is  still  running  well  ahead  of  fic- 
tion, a  dismal  trend  set  in  the  Sixties 
which  will  probably  hold  for  the  foresee- 
able future. 

Apart  from  the  recently  founded,  ex- 
pressly gay  liberationist  publisher  Rosa 
Winkel  (Pink  Triangle)  in  West  Berlin, 
whose  list  will  be  examined  here  in  the 
next  issue,  there  has  been  one  quite 
small,  relatively  independent  pubUshing 
house  which  has  particularly  come  to  the 
fore  in  the  publication  of  gay  titles: 
Andreas  Achenbach. 


The  first  of  the  Achenbach  titles  to  be 
considered  here,  Bruno  Vogel's  Alf,  is 
actually  a  reprint  of  a  charming,  if  rat- 
ther  sentimental  novel  first  published 
fifty  years  ago.  Set  during  World  War  1 , 
it  depicts  the  friendship  between  two 
teenagers,  Alf  and  Felix,  and  its  spon- 
taneous development  into  a  sexual  re- 
lationship. Once  discovered,  this  relation- 
ship is  destroyed  by  the  ignorance  and 
prejudice  of  parents  and  teachers.  The 
divergent  responses  of  the  two  boys  to 
this  repression  are  then  of  political  con- 
formism  volunteers,  still  underage,  to 
fight  in  the  German  army.  Felix,  on  the 
other  hand,  both  becomes  acquainted 
with  the  writings  of  the  homosexual 
emancipation  movement  and  joins  the 
underground  anti-war  movement.  Alf's 
death  on  the  front  is  taken  by  Felix  as  a 
spur  to  redouble  his  commitment  to  soc- 
ial change,  in  terms  of  both  homosexual 
emancipation  and  pacifism.  It  is  this 
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placement  of  a  gay  theme  in  a  larger 
context  of  social  activism  which  sets  A  If 
apart  from  the  overwhelming  majority 
of  gay  novels  written  before  or  since. 

Every  book  has  its  own  history,  and 
Alf "is  quite  interesting.  It  was  first  pub- 
lished by  an  anarcho-syndicalist  publis- 
her in  Berlin,  ASY,  in  1929,  but  the  firm 
promptly  went  bankrupt  and  the  novel 
was  passed  on  to  a  second  anarchist  pub- 
lisher, the  "Guild  of  Libertarian  Biblio- 
philes," which  issued  a  second  printing 
in  1931.  Vogel's  book  was  warmly  rece- 
ived at  that  time  by  the  gay,  anarchist, 
and  communist  movement  presses,  but 
Vogel  himself  wisely  decided  to  leave 
Germany  prior  to  Hitler's  takeover  in 
1933  and  has  been  living  abroad  ever 
since.  The  book  was  removed  from  lib- 
raries during  the  Nazi  dictatorship  and 
was  basically  forgotten  during  the  post- 
war years  until  it  was  "discovered"  by  a 
collective  of  gay  men  systematically  re- 
searching modern  German  history.  That 
collective  has  added  a  brief  note  to  the 
Achenbach  printing,  and  Vogel  has 
added  a  new  "Afterword"  dated  1977. 
At  age  81  in  London,  Bruno  Vogel  is  one 
of  the  very  few  living  veterans  of  that 
first  wave  of  homosexual  emancipation. 
He  is  now  looking  forward  to  A  If 's  ap- 
pearance in  an  English  translation  forth- 
coming from  Glad  Day  Books  in 
Toronto. 

A  second  book  also  published  by 
Achenbach  is  Joachim  S  Hohmann's  il- 
lustrated monograph  Homosexualitat 
und  Subkultur,  which  was  apparently  in- 
tended as  a  gay  liberationist  tract  both 
on  the  subject  of  homosexuality  in  gen- 
eral —  as  seen  from  an  ill-focused  socio- 
logical perspective  —  and  on  the  many- 
sided,  even  polymorphously  perverse 
West  German  gay  "scene"  in  particular. 
Hohmann  fails  to  deal  with  either  of 
these  subjects  adequately  and  thus  never 
delivers  the  "theory  and  history"  of  ho- 
mosexuality boldly  promised  by  the 
jacket  copy. 

A  similar  lack  of  coherence  prevails  in 
Der  unterdruckte  Sexus  (The  Oppressed 
Sex),  an  unusually  large,  expensive  book 
edited  by  the  same  man,  Hohmann,  and 
published  by  the  same  firm,  Achenbach. 
To  judge  by  advance  publicity,  this  book 
was  originally  conceived  as  an  anthology 
of  documents  concerning  the  emergence 
of  the  modern  medico-legal  concept  of 
homosexuality  and  the  homosexual 
emancipation  movement  —  a  praise- 
worthy undertaking,  to  be  sure.  And  the 
documents  are  here;  great,  undigested 
chunks  of  Ulrichs,  Hirschfeld,  and 
Hiller,  as  well  as  Krafft-Ebing  and  far 
more  obscure  doctors  and  lawyers  from 
an  earlier  period.  These  250-plus  pages 
of  reprints  might  have  made  a  reason- 
able book  by  themselves,  especially  if 
they  had  been  properly  edited  and  an- 
notated. But  somehow  along  the  way,  a 
second,  only  marginally  related  antho- 
logy ended  up  stuck  between  the  same 
covers.  These  195  pages  are  a  disparate 
collection  of  articles  by  straight  and  gay 
writers  on  broadly  historical  topics,  such 
as  Greek  love  (Ernest  Bornemann)  and 
Lesbian  culture  (Ursula  Linhoff).  The 
single  most  useful  feature  of  this  part  of 
the  volume  is  a  bibliography  of  422 
German  non fiction  publications  dealing 
with  homosexuality  prior  to  1900,  com- 
piled with  professional  expertise  by 
Manfred  Herzer.  Despite  all  its  defici- 
encies, this  book  belongs  in  the  collec- 
tion of  every  major  research  library,  but 
its  high  price  guarantees  that  it  will  pro- 
bably remain  in  the  hands  of  specialists. 

One  product  of  such  specialization  is 
Gisela  Bleibtreu-Ehrenberg's  Tabu 
Homosexualitat,  a  Ph  D  dissertation  in 
anthropology  accepted  some  ten  years 


ago  at  the  University  of  Bonn  and  only 
now  published  by  Fischer,  one  of  West 
Germany's  large  and  quite  prestigious 
firms.  Bleibtreu-Ehrenberg's  most  orig- 
inal contribution  lies  in  her  thorough  re- 
search on  shamanism  among  the  pre- 
Christian  Germanic  and  Scandinavian 
tribes.  But  the  book  goes  much  further, 
tracing  the  "history  of  a  prejudice"  — 
namely  homophobia  —  through 
Christ ianizat ion,  the  Middle  Ages  and 
Renaissance,  up  to  the  dawn  of  phychi- 
atry  and  the  modern  era.  Unfortunately, 
Bleibtreu-Ehrenberg  loses  control  of  her 


material  when  she  steps  beyond  her  tra- 
ining as  a  cultural  anthropologist  and 
starts  to  write  as  a  cultural  historian.  On 
the  level  of  fact-gathering,  she  is  diligent 
and  even  impressive,  but  her  interpreta- 
tions are  more  problematical.  Bleibtreu- 
Ehrenberg  fails  to  place  her  material  in 
historical  perspective,  and  thus  she  as- 
sumes an  essential  identity  between  the 
shamans  of  Old  Saxony  and  contempor- 
ary gays.  Medieval  and  contemporary 
homophobia  alike  are  attributed  merely 
to  the  unenlightened  perpetuation  of  a 
weird,  ancient  prejudice. 


Furthermore  —  and  this  reflects  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  book  was 
written  ten  years  ago  —  such  funda- 
mental analytical  tools  such  as  the  con- 
cept of  "sexism"  do  not  appear  in  the 
book.  Still,  Dr  Bleibtreu-Ehrenberg  was 
inspired  to  write  her  dissertation  because 
of  the  very  limited  debate  surrounding 
the  reform  of  the  West  German  law 
against  homosexuality  in  1969.  Perhaps 
she  will  bring  her  skills  as  an  anthropo- 
logist to  bear  in  another,  more  up-to- 
date  analysis  of  homophobia. 

Jim  S  teak  ley  □ 


So  much  for  the  woman-identified  woman 


Women  Prefer  Women  by  Elula  Perrin.  William 
Morow,  1979.  (Translated  from  French  by 
Harold  J.  Salemson).  $11.95. 

Wives  Who  Love  Women  by  Jane  Scott.  Walker 
and  Co,  1978.  $12.25. 

Women  Prefer  Women  is  from  first  to 
last  passionately  wrong-headed.  Perrin's 
opening  words  promise  much:  "She  lay 
down  on  top  of  me.  Strange,  that  this 
frail,  light  body  did  not  crush  me."  She 
proceeds  to  recount  the  depth  and  var- 
ieties of  her  acquaintance  with  lesbian 
lust  with  immense  gusto  and  enviable 
breadth  of  experience. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  Perrin's  pro- 
found understanding  of  women  should 
be  confined  to  our  behaviour  in  bed. 
Perrin,  owner  of  the  most  exclusive  les- 
bian bar  in  Paris,  confesses  without  a 
blush:  "If  I  have  a  few  gay  male  friends, 
my  real  pals  are  straight  men,  not  wo- 
men. Horizontally,  I'll  take  the  latter, 
but  in  an  upright  position  I  prefer  people 
like  Boris  Vian,  Pierre  Kast,  Claude 
Berri,  Boris  Bergman,  or  Roger 
Vailland,  for  instance  —  to  mention 
only  those  names  you  may  know."  So 


much  for  the  woman-identified-woman. 
The  lesbian  feminist  gasps  at  such  pro- 
nouncements untouched  by  feminist  or 
class  consciousness;  sentiments  from  a 
bygone  age  when  lesbianism  was  seen 
apolitically  as  an  individual  sexual 
preference. 

A  middle-class  resident  of  Marseille 
during  the  50s  and  60s,  Perrin  found 
herself  driven  into  the  ghetto  bars  for 
sexual  contacts,  there  to  associate  with 
those  who  had  so  little  to  lose  socially 
that  they  could  afford  a  life  out  of  the 
closet.  Ghetto  life  merged  with  the  Mar- 
seille underworld  of  criminals,  artists 
and  eccentrics.  For  this  diclassi  world 
she  felt  complete  contempt,  clinging  to 
an  ideal  of  "proper"  social  behaviour 
and  insisting  that  as  a  "femme"  lesbian 
she  was  a  "real  woman."  She  is  much 
concerned  with  emphasizing  the  exclu- 
sive nature  of  her  club  on  the  Riviera 
and  the  later  Paris  one.  There  can  be 
found  the  most  beautiful,  best  dressed 
and  best  behaved  of  lesbians  —  "real 
women"  to  a  fault.  Perrin's  social  clim- 
bing and  her  failure  to  see  that 
"femme"  behaviour  is  just  as  much  a 


caricature  of  women  as  "butch,"  com- 
bine to  make  Women  Prefer  Women  an 
encyclopedia  of  lesbian-feminist  error, 
could  I  but  count  the  ways. 

We  are  treated  throughout  to  such 
earthy  wisdoms  as,  "Women  are  by  na- 
ture jealous  and  possessive."  Lesbians 
who  dress  in  bluejeans  and  lack  makeup 
are  admonished  that,  "Refinement, 
whether  of  dress  or  physical  appearance, 
cannot  but  improve  the  individual." 
Lesbians  contemplating  having  a  child 
are  advised  against  it  on  the  grounds 
that  a  child  needs  "the  reassuring  bal- 
ance of  a  true  family  unit..."  Such 
grisly  remarks  reveal  Perrin's  deeply 
conventional  view  of  women  and 
society,  a  view  which  stems  from  her  un- 
examined wish  to  be  integrated  into  a 
chic  upper  class. 

One  comes  to  long  for  Perrin's 
deeply-felt  hatreds  when  reading  Jane 
Scott's  relentlessly  bland  autobiograph- 
ical novel.  Jane  Scott  is  a  pseudonym  for 
a  woman  who,  the  dust  jacket  informs 
us,  is  a  writer  of  "women's  romances" 
under  her  real  name.  How  ironical  that 
the  author  produces  heterosexist  day- 
dreams under  her  real  name  and  de- 
scribes her  real  life  under  a  false  one. 

At  our  first  glimpse  Jane,  50  years 
old,  married  and  a  mother  of  two,  is  en- 
gaged in  making  her  house  a  discreet 
place  for  impending  lovemaking  by 
locking  the  doors  and  drawing  the 
drapes  (all  three  layers).  Her  lover  Amy, 
a  fatally  boring  picture  of  uncorrupted 
innocence  who  thinks  that  "mommy"  is 
the  nicest  word  there  is,  followed  by 
"grandma,"  is  in  a  similar  predicament: 
married  and  a  grandmother.  Thank 
goodness  that  Jane's  husband  and  son 
are  after  a  few  preliminary  difficulties  so 
dreadfully  understanding,  otherwise  the 
situation  might  have  been  a  bit  sticky. 

We  are  not  to  understand  that  their  re- 
spective marriages  have  left  them  unful- 
filled: their  husbands  and  children  are 
wonderfully  loving.  It's  just  that  a  little 
something  is  wanting  which  could  be 
grafted  on  to  their  modest  single-family 
bungalows  —  a  cuddly  lesbian.  And  so 
Jane  proceeds  to  bag  one,  only  to  be  dis- 
mayed when  Amy  terminates  the  rela- 
tionship after  several  months  for  fear 
that  her  husband  will  discover  it.  What 
Jane  never  sees  is  that  lesbianism  and  her 
socially-respected  lifestyle  are  antithe- 
tical. Amy  will  not  fit  into  the  car  beside 
Jane's  son,  husband  and  garden  veget- 
ables, but  instead  must  be  closeted  away 
behind  three  layers  of  drapes.  Stultified 
by  the  niceties  of  her  suburban  idyll,  the 
author  cannot  conceive  that  her  life  may 
not  flow  forward  in  unbroken  contin- 
uity, that  events  may  transpire  that  de- 
mand she  rethink  her  life  completely, 
that  her  lesbianism  demands  a  qualit- 
ative, not  a  quantitative  change  in  life- 
style. 

Lorn*  WelrD 
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Controlled  image:  towards  a  gay  sociology 


The  Survival  of  Domination:  Interiorization 
and  Everyday  Life  by  Barry  D  Adam.  Elsevier 
(DMR  Inc  in  Canada),  1978.  No  price 
available. 

When  are  we  going  to  get  a  sociology  for 
gay  people  rather  than  one  about  homo- 
sexuality? Barry  Adam's  book  tries  to 
come  to  grips  with  this  problem.  For  this 
reason  especially,  but  also  because  of  its 
insights  into  gay  oppression,  The  Sur- 
vival of  Domination  is  well  worth 
reading. 

As  the  title  suggests,  it  is  about  the 
survival  of  domination  in  inferiorized 
groups;  in  this  case,  Jews,  blacks,  and 


gays.  It  is  about  how  domination  re- 
stricts the  life  chances  of  people,  how 
this  oppression  is  internalized  as  a  form 
of  consciousness,  how  the  dominated 
develop  strategies  to  cope  with  particu- 
lar forms  of  domination  (anti-Semitism, 
racism,  sexism),  and  lastly  some  notes 
on  the  process  of  emancipation. 

The  question  which  The  Survival  of 
Domination  raises  is  how  do  gay  people 
come  to  understand  their  lives?  How  do 
they  understand  their  domination  and 
oppression  by  straight  society? 

"Homosexuality"  is  a  relatively  new 
term.  It  was  coined  around  the  middle  of 
the  nineteenth  century  when,  in  Eng- 


land, for  example,  all  aspects  of  gay 
sexuality  —  not  just  anal  intercourse  — 
became  illegal.  These  changes  in  the  law 
created  an  important  difference  between 
the  old-fashioned  sodomite  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  and  the  new  homo- 
sexuals, perhaps  the  most  famous  of 
whom  was  Oscar  Wilde.  What  was  at 
stake  now  was  a  whole  life-style.  In  this 
way,  increased  state  repression  brought 
homosexuality,  as  the  lives  of  gay  people 
officially  came  to  be  known,  into  exis- 
tence. At  the  same  time,  the  develop- 
ment of  capitalist  society  created  the 
material  conditions  —  urbanization  — 
for  the  emergence  of  gay  life. 

"Homosexual,"  in  this  sense,  then  is 
a  state  label  —  something  that  might  be 
stamped  on  your  police  record,  pass- 
port, divorce  certificate,  armed-services 
or  prison  record;  or,  as  an  official  des- 


Naval  gazing:  don't  get  caught  in  the  showers 
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Get  Off  My  Ship:  Ensign  Berg  v.  the  U.S 
Navy  by  E.  Lawrence  Gibson.  Avon,  1978 
$4.95. 

Through  the  midnight  haze  of  smoke, 
bodies  and  American  jukebox  (Frankie 
Lymon  squealing,  "Why  do  fools  fall  in 
love?"),  petty  officer  first-class  John 
Parr  lurched  over  from  his  side  of  the 
horseshoe  bar  toward  me.  The  hard- 
drinking  19- year  military  veteran  didn't 
have  much  use  for  any  of  us  19-year-olds 
assigned  to  the  US  Navy's  airbase  at 
Capodichino,  just  outside  Naples,  Italy. 
I  wondered  what  I'd  done  to  be  honour- 
ed by  his  attention. 

"Watch  out,"  Parr  slurred,  "Fitzger- 
ald (the  base  legal  officer)  is  looking  out 
for  you."  That  was  it.  No  moralizing 
from  Parr.  No  details.  If  you  couldn't 
figure  out  that  rumours  concerning  you 
and  Jimmy  Kruger  had  made  it  onto  in- 
ternal investigation  report  forms,  too 
bad.  If  you  didn't  have  enough  sense  to 
get  to  Kruger  and  find  out  who  he  had 
confusedly  talked  to,  and  to  stop  the 
leak,  then  you  deserved  whatever  you 
got. 

It  was  1960  and  I  was,  I  suppose, 
legally  lucky.  Parr's  warning,  offered 
for  whatever  obscure  humanitarian  or 
alcoholic  reason,  was  sufficient.  Jimmy 
had  mistakenly  sought  some  fatherly  ad- 
vice from  his  section  chief,  but  hadn't, 
fortunately,  said  anything  incriminating. 
Navy  regulations,  he  and  I  noted,  didn't 
make  a  distinction  between  enthusiastic 
and  tentative  partners  in  carrying  out 
less-than-honourable  discharge 
procedures  for  homosexual  acts.  We 
agreed  that  discretion  was  the  better  part 
of  valour.  Lt  Fitzgerald,  for  his  part, 
wasn't  gung-ho  about  pursuing  a  dis- 
tasteful task  (and  in  any  event,  our  out- 
fit had  already  had  a  homosexuality  case 
the  year  before). 

Ensign  Vernon  Berg  wasn't  so  lucky. 
The  24-year-old  public  affairs  officer 
aboard  the  guided-missile  cruiser  Little 
Rock,  based  at  Gaeta,  Italy,  was  hauled 
into  a  Naval  Investigative  Service  inter- 
rogation room  in  July,  1975,  and  accus- 
ed of  being  gay.  In  an  adjacent  room, 
NIS  agents  were  grilling  Berg's  friend, 
Lawrence  Gibson,  a  civilian  hired  to 
teach  upgrading  skills  to  American  sail- 
ors. Both  Berg  and  Gibson  soon  confes- 
sed to  the  crime  of  being  lovers. 

At  first,  Berg  did  what  other  officers 
before  him  had  done  in  similar  circum- 
stances. He  submitted  a  letter  of  resigna- 
tion "for  the  good  of  the  service."  If  he 
had  left  it  at  that  he  would  have  disap- 
peared among  the  60,000  men  and 
women  before  him  who  had  been  dis- 
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charged  from  the  American  armed 
forces  because  of  sexual  preference.  But 
three  months  later,  Ensign  Berg  changed 
his  mind.  Perhaps  encouraged  by  the 
somewhat  parallel  case  of  Air  Force  Ser- 
geant Leonard  Matlovich  then  under- 
way, possibly  sobered  by  the  prospect  of 
job  hunting  with  a  dishonourable  dis- 
charge among  his  recommendations, 
Berg  demanded  a  hearing,  thus 
becoming  the  first  military  officer  to 
challenge  US  Navy  regulations  on 
homosexuality. 

Get  Off  My  Ship  is  the  overly-exhaus- 
tive account  of  the  Berg  hearing,  written 
by  the  ensign's  friend,  Gibson.  Before 
permitting  the  military  panel  to  come  to 
its  predictable  conclusion  that  there's  no 
place  in  the  Navy  for  Ensign  Berg,  auth- 
or Gibson  forcefully  exposes  exactly 
what  one  might  have  guessed:  the 
military  is  homopanicky  (that's  homo- 
phobia to  the  nth  degree),  institutionally 
prejudiced,  emotionally  dishonest,  and 
harbours  some  peculiar  notions  of  jus- 
tice. The  dedicated  reader  can  expect  to 
wade  through  considerable  minutiae; 
Gibson  not  only  sets  out  to  tell  the  story 
(which  novelist  Merle  Miller  calls 
"beautiful  and  heartbreaking"),  but 
also  to  plead  the  case  witness  by  witness, 
and  to  provide  a  journal  of  record  (in- 
cluding some  60  pages  of  chronology 
and  useful  documentation). 

Yes,  there  are  gays,  even  after  Viet- 
nam, determined  to  have  military  car- 
eers. And  even  as  the  80s  approach, 
there  are  fathomless  depths  of  homo- 
phobia not  yet  penetrated  by  gay  libera- 
tion. And  surely  no  real-life  lover  is 
quite  as  perfect  as  Ensign  Berg,  whose 
virtues  are  pressed  on  us  by  Gibson  with 
the  enthusiasm  of  a  parent  exhibiting 
snapshots  of  his  kids.  Nonetheless,  I 
found  myself  perfectly  willing  to  sus- 
pend such  disbeliefs  to  extend  sympathy 


and  solidarity.  In  fact,  the  pertinent 
political  feature  of  the  Berg  affair  is  that 
the  participants  are  not  really  "politi- 
cal" at  all.  This  fact  serves  as  a  measure 
of  the  extent  to  which  the  debate  on 
homosexuality  has  touched  ordinary 
people. 

For  Ensign  Berg  is  nothing,  if  not 
ordinary.  He  is  a  rather  pleasant, 
middle-class,  conservative,  religious  (son 
of  a  Navy  chaplain,  whose  coming  to 
terms  with  his  son's  sexual  preference 
provides  the  most  moving  scenes  in  the 
tale),  patriotic  young  man  who,  but  for 
homosexuality,  would  be  unremarkable. 
His  important  decision  to  challenge  a 
reactionary  institution,  while  certainly 
requiring  personal  courage,  is  not  so 
much  the  result  of  extraordinary  indivi- 
dual valour  but  rather  a  possibility  creat- 
ed by  a  political  movement.  The  chal- 
lenge is  conceived  strictly  in  classic  liber- 
al terms,  with  attendant  notions  of  jus- 
tice and  genuine  irritation  at  the 
"unfairness"  of  it  all. 

Though  one  chafes  at  the  squeaky- 
clean  respectable  version  of  sex  advocat- 
ed by  the  ensign  and  his  comrades 
(which  hardly  resembles  the  steamy 
atmosphere  of  barracks  romance  I 
remember),  in  the  main  he's  right.  The 
issue  is  not  whether  gay  warriors  ought 
to  slaughter  the  infidel  to  defend  the  em- 
pire as  enthusiastically  as  their  straight 
counterparts,  but  that  their  sexual  pref- 
erence is  not  a  factor  in  their  competence 
to  do  so. 

Although  Ensign  Berg  has  yet  to  win 
the  war,  he  continues  to  make  progress 
on  various  battlefronts.  A  year  after  his 
separation  from  service,  the  Navy  issued 
him  an  "honourable"  discharge,  and 
subsequently,  the  courts,  where  both  the 
Berg  and  Matlovich  cases  currently 
reside,  have  kept  the  issue  afloat. 

Stan  PerskyD 
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cription  of  gay  life-style,  something  that 
might  become  an  essential  part  of  an  in- 
sanity hearing,  a  welfare  agency  file,  or  a 
school  counsellor's  report. 

The  development  of  the  label 
"homosexual"  created  a  need  on  the 
part  of  the  state  to  flesh  out  this  cate- 
gory; to  find  out  what  homosexuality  is 
all  about  (eg,  to  find  an  answer  to  the 
old  conundrum  of  what  causes  homo- 
sexuality) in  order  to  enforce  hetero- 
sexuality  as  the  approved  form  of  sexual 
life. 

As  all  gay  people  know,  there  is  a 
radical  disjuncture  between  the  official 
account  of  their  lives  as  "homosexual" 
(eg,  as  child  molesters,  as  mentally  ill, 
as  social  deviates,  as  incredibly  lonely, 
etc)  and  how  their  lives  as  gay  people 
actually  are.  The  official  version  of  gay 
life,  not  surprisingly,  has  mostly  been 
created  by  state  agencies  like  mental  hos- 
pitals, prisons,  courts,  the  police,  and 
universities,  much  of  it  worked  up  from 
the  documents  produced  by  these  in- 
stitutions such  as  various  reports  and 
records  (eg,  those  of  mental  health 
units)  and  psychological  and  sociological 
research  within  the  universities.  Here 
homosexuality  only  exists  as  documen- 
tary reality  —  something  that  is  only  on 
paper  (eg,  in  textbooks  on  abnormal 
psychology)  and  not  in  the  real  world  of 
people's  lives. 

It  is  typical  of  these  accounts  that  they 
claim  to  be  factual  and  "scientific."  Yet 
because  of  the  conditions  under  which 
they  come  into  existence  (eg,  the  trials 
of  gay  people,  the  study  of  social  de- 
viance, etc)  it  is  clear  that  they  are 
organized  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
state,  from  the  standpoint  of  oppres- 
sion. Their  so-called  objectivity  is  some- 
thing that  has  to  be  invented,  ie, 
organized  by  state  officials,  by  social 
scientists  like  psychologists  and 
sociologists. 

In  all  these  accounts  gay  people  stand 
mute  and  silent.  Except  within  the  con- 
text of  the  prearranged  structuring  of 
psychological  survey  questionnaires  and 
the  like,  examinations  by  the  courts,  or 
psychiatric  interviews,  they  never  speak, 
but  are  only  talked  about.  There  is  an 
artificial  separation  here  between 
knower  (ie,  social  scientist)  and  what  is 
to  be  known  (ie,  gay  life). 

It  is  this  split  between  the  subjectivity 
of  gay  people  —  the  fact  that  we  actual- 
ly make  our  own  lives,  and  in  doing  so 
come  to  know  them  —  and  the  ob- 
jectivity of  the  state  account  of  homo- 
sexuality that  makes  such  an  account 
"positivist."  Positivist  social  science, 
which  basically  has  been  responsible  for 
generating  what  is  known  as  homo- 
sexuality, lays  claim  to  objectivity  by 
excluding  the  subjectivity  of  persons  it 
studies.  It  ignores  them  in  the  process  of 
knowing.  They  might  as  well  be  sticks  or 
stones  or  mere  patterns  of  behaviour. 

To  do  a  sociology  for  gay  people  — 
one  where  we  come  to  know  gay  life  as  it 
is  actually  lived  —  rather  than  one 
about  homosexuality,  requires  the  aban- 
donment of  this  kind  of  objective,  posi- 
tivist social  science,  including  the  efforts 
of  so-called  progressive  sexologists  like 
Havelock  Ellis,  Kinsey,  and  now 
Masters  and  Johnson,  and  the  recent 
work  in  sociobiology.  What  is  required 
is  a  sociology  where  the  subjectivity  of 
gay  people  —  our  actual  being  in  the 
world  —  is  not  eliminated. 

This  cannot  be  done  simply  by  re- 
searchers referring  to  their  subjects  as 
gay  rather  than  as  homosexual.  What  is 
required,  as  Barry  Adam  understands,  is 
a  sociology  that  comprehends  the  rela- 
tion between  the  subjectivity  and  objec- 
tivity of  gay  life;  where  the  method  is 
not  concerned  simply  to  objectify  life. 
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What  this  means,  again  as  Barry  Adam 
understands,  is  the  development  of  a 
dialectical  rather  than  a  positivist 
account  of  gay  life.  Then,  and  only  then, 
will  there  be  a  sociology  from  the  stand- 
point of  gay  people  —  one  where  we  are 
not  seen  simply  as  objects  of  study  to  be 
observed  and  categorized  for  use  by  a 
state  bureaucracy. 

The  major  problem  with  The  Survival 
of  Domination  is  that  Adam  is  unable  in 
a  consistent,  coherent  way,  to  develop 
this  kind  of  sociology. 

Parts  of  the  book  do  a  good  job  of  de- 
bunking the  study  of  homosexuality  as 
an  account  of  gay  life.  Yet  at  other 
times,  Adam  uses  the  very  sort  of  pos- 
itivist social  science  he  deplores  to 
ground  his  analysis.  A  good  example  is 
his  use  of  the  results  of  administering  the 
"magic  pill"  question  (which  asks  if  the 
respondents  would  consent  to  a  certain, 
quick,  and  painless  transformation  to 
heterosexuality  if  it  were  possible)  as  evi- 
dence for  what  he  calls  "escape  from 
identity"  as  a  strategy  for  coping  with 
domination. 

But  a  more  serious  error  in  this  regard 
is  the  importation  of  philosophy  and 
quasi-philosophic  categories  to  generate 
his  analysis  of  gay  life.  Let  me  give  but 
one  example:  the  analysis  of  masochism. 

What  Adam  starts  out  with  is  a  phen- 
omenological  account  of  masochism  — 
an  analysis  of  its  meaning.  This  analysis 
is  built  on  the  reflections  of  philoso- 
phers, psychiatrists  and  social  theor- 
ists. It  is  then  laid  on  gay  life  as  a  grid 
in  order  to  understand  the  lives  of  gay 
people.  Gay  masochists  themselves 
remain  silent  throughout  this  whole 
process. 

The  subtitle  of  Barry  Adam's  book  is 
"inferiorization  and  everyday  life."  But 
nowhere  in  the  book  is  there  an  account 
of  the  everyday  life  of  gay  people. 
Rather,  the  analysis  is  worked  up  from 
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forms  of  documentary  reality,  whether 
these  be  the  reports  of  psychiatrists,  or 
the  ruminations  of  a  Jean-Paul  Sartre. 

In  this  sense,  phenomenological 
sociology  —  which  is  what  I  think 
Adams  is  doing,  at  least  in  this  section 
—  is  every  bit  as  positivist  as  traditional 
social  science.  It  is  still  sociology  about 
homosexuality. 

The  line  of  criticism  which  I  have 
mounted  here  against  Adam's  analysis 
is  on  the  leading  edge  of  the  struggle 
between  gays  and  social  scientists.  In 
presenting  it,  my  aim  has  been  to  ad- 
vance the  struggle  as  much  as  it  has  been 
to  criticize  Barry  Adam.  The  two,  in 
fact,  go  together. 

George  Smith 


Lesbians  in  the  mirror 


WM  Women  Don't  Get  the  Blues  by  Barbara 
Emrys.  Metis  Press,  1977.  $3.00  US. 
Shedevfe  by  Barbara  Sheen.  Metis  Press,  1978. 
$3.50  US. 

Fiction  gives  us  our  own  mirror:  instead 
of  being  off  the  wall,  we  lesbians  can  be 
in  the  mirror.  We  read  lesbian;  therefore 
we  are  lesbian. 

Amongst  a  group  of  lesbians,  I  see 
"fiction"  before  my  eyes  all  the  time. 
We  act  out  all  the  parts  in  the  stories 
which  occur  to  us  daily  because  of  our 
contestative  stance.  Our  struggle  could 
make  a ' '  new  fiction . ' '  Because  we  don '  t 
avoid  each  other  as  women  our  interac- 
tions are  unusual  and  worthy  of  descrip- 
tion. Our  language  is  different  too. 

May  I  suggest  that  many  of  you  read- 
ers take  time  to  promote  and  record  our 
lives  through  fiction.  Agh,  fiction]  you 
say.  /  can 't  write  fiction.  Maybe  I  can 
write  propaganda,  maybe  an  essay  or 
two,  but  I  don 't  know  how  to  make  up 
characters,  actions,  places,  plots,  etc. 
How  can  I  make  life  into  a  story?  You'd 
be  surprised  that  you  can  do  it.  Try  a 
short  story  first. 

Consider  the  plot.  Sometimes  it  does 
seem  that  human  beings  are  dedicated  to 
eliminating  lesbians  from  the  face  of  the 
earth!  There's  a  plot  right  there.  How- 
ever, we  experience  other  kinds  of  or- 
ganization of  events  as  well  as  that  of  a 
woman's  sexuality  getting  trapped  and 
smashed.  Ofter  our  lives  are  open-ended 
and  multi-layered:  something  on  a  spiri- 
tual dimension  connects  up  with  some- 
thing quite  natural  and  physical.  Life 
does  not  conduct  itself  like  a  classic  plot 
with  a  heroine  who  experiences  begin- 


ning, middle  and  end  of  a  logical  se- 
quence of  events.  To  imitate  the  quality 
of  life,  a  writer  can  allow  time  se- 
quences, spiritual  sequences, 
lovemaking  sequences:  any  kind  of 
events  can  be  linked  together  by  your 
vision  of  them. 

Next,  how  do  you  find  the 
story /theme?  Try  keeping  a  journal  for 
a  few  weeks.  Jot  down  events  which  in- 
terest you.  Expand  a  bit  on  why  they  in- 
terest you,  what  the  people  who  were  in 
them  were  like  (clothes /auras /eating 
habits /...),  and  what  are  the  assump- 
tions which  you  as  a  writer  make.  Ex- 
pand on  these  assumptions  descriptively 
or  symbolically.  ("She  was  kind  of 
butch  because....  Butch  is  politically 
correct,  or  incorrect,  because....") 

Take  that  material  and  check  it  out 
for  being  almost  a  story.  Go  through 
cancelling  the  superfluous  words.  Can- 
cel the  events  or  thoughts  which  have 
nothing  to  do  with  what  begins  to  face 
you  as  the  theme. 

Look  at  the  rhythms  of  what  you  have 
written:  events  and  ideas  appear  in 
rhythms  of  colour,  settings,  sounds, 
climaxes,  low-key  buildups,  recurring 
images  and  symbols.  Does  the  rhythm 
correspond  to  the  meaning  of  your 
story? 

I'll  give  you  some  examples  from  two 
thin  volumes  of  short  stories  from  Metis 
Press  in  Chicago:  Wild  Woman  Don't 
Get  the  Blues  and  Shedevils  by  Barbaras 
Emrys  and  Sheen,  respectively.  First, 
Barbara  Emry's  work: 

Here  is  a  description  of  a  haircut ,  a 
matter  of  importance  to  most  lesbians 
because  of  its  code  value.  The  descrip- 


tion occurs  when  the  character  looks  in 
the  mirror,  which  is  a  more  dynamic  way 
of  introducing  traits  than  by  saying 
"She  was  .  .  ." 

"Chris  regarded  her  naked  wet  self 
with  some  pleasure  in  the  dripping  mir- 
ror. Her  hair  was  starting  to  grow  out  a 
bit.  Just  when  she  had  felt  pressured 
enough  to  let  it  grow  long  again,  it  had 
gotten  fashionable  .  .  .  (Marge  told) 
Chris  she  looks  like  pictures  of  dykes  in 
women's  newspapers.  Chris  was  flatter- 
ed by  it,  though.  She  hasn't  got  a  pierced 
ear,  no  tattoo,  no  pipe,  no  turquoise 
rings,  but  she  does  like  her  hair  short." 
(PP.  8-9) 

Another  valuable  quality  of  lesbian 
life  is  that  not  only  do  we,  like  most 
other  women,  focus  a  lot  of  attention  on 
domestic  details  but  we  also  often  have 
a  non-feminine  way  of  looking  at 
domestic  details,  and  a  boldness  in  des- 
cribing them.  "Chris  began  to  rummage 
in  the  refrigerator,  thinking  that  she'd 
rather  live  alone  than  with  someone 
who's  not  there.  After  all  those  dinners 
together  in  restaurants  and  each  other's 
apartments,  now  they  have  all  this  separ- 
ate food  in  the  same  refrigerator.  She 
went  to  steal  a  piece  of  Marge's  shit 
bread  and  it  was  all  soggy  inside.  How 
had  that  happened?" 

For  characterization  and  dialogue, 
Emrys  uses  what  she  calls  "imaginary 
conversations"  which  one  character,  the 
principal  author-defined  one,  makes  up 
all  day.  Here  is  an  example  which  can 
give  us  some  ideas  regarding  character- 
ization and  rhythms  through  mono- 
logue. 

"'Do  you  think,'  she  said  as  the 
woman's  cat  walked  across  their 
stomachs  again,  'that  animals  like  being 
named?'  'Cats,  you  mean?  Yeah,  I  think 
they  do....  yeah,'  she  said,  'they 
wouldn't  like  being  an  anonymous  cat, 
too  individual.'  She  yawned  enormously 
and  rolled  over.  'I'll  bet,  though'  said 
the  first  woman,  heaving  herself  up  to 
get  dressed,  'that  they'd  prefer  to  name 
themselves.'  She  studied  her  shirt  briefly 
and  put  it  on."  (That  was  Chris  "contin- 
ually talking  in  her  head,  quoting  herself 
whenever  she  gets  a  chance. ") 

Some  of  our  fiction  is  beginning  to 
touch  on  the  detailed  qualities  of  our 
lives  in  women's  groups  and  ghettoized 
women's  jobs  ("The  Way  I  See  It").  We 
know  our  lives  are  not  comprised  of  just 
our  sexuality,  but  do  others  know  that? 
Not  until  our  fiction,  as  well  as  our  dis- 
cussions, becomes  more  available  to  the 
reading  public. 


With  Gertrude  Stein  as  a  predecessor, 
who  needs  innovators?  Since  we  have  no 
tradition  to  follow  or  break  with  either 
in  literary  or  lifestyle  matters,  we  can  in- 
vent both  as  we  go  along.  Barbara 
Sheen,  for  example,  writes  very  econo- 
mically, even  in  the  typography  and 
spelling:  "i  see  his  black  face  laughing 
down  at  me,  his  huge  bulk  walking  be- 
side me.  miller  was  my  main  man,  al- 
ways would  b.  i  frown,  miller's  dead." 

The  material  in  Barbara  Sheen's  She- 
devils  is  more  complex  than  that  of  Wild 
Women.  There  are  many  stories  in  dif- 
ferent modes  —  avant  garde  to  tradi- 
tional. Sheen's  stories  are  very  separate 
and  self  contained  —  perfect  little  gems 
one  might  say.  Each  has  a  single  theme. 
For  example,  "The  Hitchhiker"  — 
woman  as  hitchhiker  and  how  she's 
tough  in  order  to  deal  with  exploita- 
tion —  is  a  dazzling  surrealistic  piece. 

It  is  important  to  write  in  terms  of 
consequences,  not  just  in  terms  of  ac- 
tions. In  the  story  "The  Midway  Inn"  a 
woman  has  a  very  brave  and  cool  re- 
sponse to  three  sexist  men  in  a  bar,  then 
leaves  them  gaping.  If  this  story  is  to  be 
really  valuable  to  us  as  a  learning  exper- 
ience, a  strategically  developmental 
piece,  we'll  need  to  know  what 
happened  as  a  result  of  her  retort. 

"Maria"  is  an  extremely  insightful 
and  horrible  story  of  rape  and  a  prosti- 
tute's mistaken  trust  of  one  of  her  clients 
—  it  gored  my  guts  as  only  the  first 
chapter  of  Woman  on  the  Edge  of  Time 
has. 

Metis  Press  is  a  women's  printing  and 
publishing  collective.  They  say,  "we  are 
exploring  the  concept  of  cooperative 
publishing,  of  non-traditional  contracts 
with  authors.  We  encourage  women  to 
invest  in  our  work.  Fusing  the  separate 
roles  of  the  women-into-print  process, 
demystifying  the  publisher,  is  one  of  our 
goals." 

They  also  use  recycled  paper  and  the 
books  are  quite  chaining  in  their  design. 
I  was  especially  interested  in  the  unusual 
photos  in  Shedevils  by  Amy  Christine 
Straayer.  They  give  the  book  a  lot  of  its 
atmosphere. 

Now  you've  written  your  story  and 
you  wonder  what  to  do  with  it.  Send  it  to 
magazines.  Give  your  friends  a  copy. 
Get  it  typeset  and  printed  by  women. 
Make  an  anthology  along  with  others. 
Maybe  we'll  provoke  a  bi-national 
lesbian  press. 

Gay  BellD 

These  books  may  be  ordered  directly 
from  Metis  Press,  815  Wrightwood, 
Chicago  60614  USA 


Sparing  Nero  by 
blaming  the  lions 

"Dissenting  Adults"  by  Philip  Marchand.  in 
Toronto  Life  (April- May  1979). 
Of  the  198  glossy  pages  in  the  May  issue 
of  Toronto  Life,  125  are  given  over  to 
paid  ads  and  another  33  to  unpaid  ones 
—  new  product  guides,  restaurant 
listings,  and  the  like.  Within  the  remain- 
ing 40  pages  one  finds  part  two  of  "Dis- 
senting Adults,"  a  filler  article  on 
Toronto  gays  that  began  in  the  April 
issue.  It  appeared  opposite  a  page  of  ad- 
vice on  selecting  watercraft  for  your 
needs:  "the  urban  sailor's  guide." 

Four  filler-features  in  the  last  few 
years  have  dealt  with  Toronto  gays, 
none  of  them  climbing  any  further  out 
of  the  muck  than  the  original  article  on 
gay  capitalism  which  carried  the  memor- 
able slogan:  "a  buck  is  a  buck.  Who  the 
hell  cares  if  the  wrist  holding  it  is  limp?" 


JUNE  1979 


THE  BODY  POLITIC/33 


Philip  Marchand,  whose  "Requiem 
for  Emmanuel  (Jaques),"  was  less  a 
filler-feature  than  (for  gays)  a  killer- 
creature,  proposes  a  thesis  that  imme- 
diately removes  gays  from  the  "adults" 
of  his  title:  "the  factions  are  defined  as 
the  children  of  misrule"  —  that's  us  — 
"and  the  fathers  of  redemption"  — 
that's  Ken  Campbell  and  company. 

Caveat  emptor,  the  Marchandise  is 
faulty.  Marchand's  point  is  that  there  is 
a  struggle  between  gays  and  fundamen- 
talist Christians,  "two  tightly  knit  sub- 
cultures, each  sharing  beliefs  with  an  in- 
tense conviction,  all  the  more  intense  be- 
cause the  beliefs  are  radically  at  odds 
with  the  values  of  the  larger  society." 
Both  camps  have  nice  guys,  both  are 
sincere,  both  are  extremist.  Both  have 
"only  a  limited  love  of  tolerance  and  the 
democratic  processes."  To  be  born 
again  in  Jesus  Christ  is  structurally  equi- 
valent to  coming  out  as  gay. 

Such  extremist-mongering  excludes, 
quite  conveniently,  the  middle.  Mar- 
chand never  asks  just  who  constitutes 
that  "larger  society"  and  just  how  much 
they  love  tolerance  and  "democratic 
processes."  The  Toronto  Sun?  the  Star? 
The  Conservative  or  Liberal  Party?  I 
suspect  Marchand  knows  that  by 
isolating  the  extreme  right  he  can  silently 
exculpate  our  far  more  forceful 
oppressors,  his  own  "larger  society." 
Since  only  biblefreaks  are  guilty,  his 
yacht-shopping  readers  are  protected 
from  facing  their  complicity  in  gay 
oppression.  It's  like  calling  the  lions  the 
enemies  of  early  Christians  and  thereby 
sparing  the  Nero  in  the  stands.  (In 
another  May  issue  article,  Marchand 
laments  what  he  calls  "the  fear  of  com- 
petition in  sports"  and  the  "sissy"  ob- 
jections made  to  competitiveness.  Now 
there  is  our  oppressor.) 

Marchand  is  also  a  genius  at  deni- 
grating gays.  To  him,  we  are  petulant 
kids,  spoiled  middle  class  English  majors 
who  vacation  on  the  Cote  d'Azur  and, 
unable  to  think  for  ourselves,  borrow 
"heavily  from  feminism."  Brent 
Hawkes  he  notes  as  "a  diminutive  man, 
physically,"  and  a  cheerful  Scout- 
master. Our  national  Gay  Archives  he 
characterizes  only  by  its  "superb  collec- 
tion of  swizzle  sticks  from  gay  bars."  If 
we  used  to  be  put  down  as  sick,  he  puts 
us  down  as  childishly,  foolishly,  slick. 

Now,  TBP  has  regularly  opposed  the 
passive  cooperation  of  gays  with  the 
non-gay  media.  Several  TBP  contribu- 
tors resisted  Weekend  Magazine 
intensely  in  1977  until  they  got  the 
famous  centrefold  photo  in  a  form 
which  came  very  close  to  the  way  we  see 
ourselves,  not  the  way  some  liberal 
editor  or  photographer  wants  us  to  look. 

But  three  TBP  collective  members  let 
themselves  be  turned  into  cold,  arro- 
gant, superior  kids  by  Toronto  Life 


photographers.  Kids  who  look  as  though 
they  would  indeed  demand  a  Wintario 
grant  the  day  of  their  court  victory,  just 
out  of  spite. 

Caveat  emptor,  reader,  and  potential 
models  too. 

Michael  Lynch  D 


No  contribution 

Contribution  sur  I'histoiro  du  mouvement  gai 
by  the  Ligue  Ouvnere  Revolutionnaire. 
Montreal,  1978,  $1.50 

At  last  a  left  group  in  Quebec  has  step- 
ped forth  with  a  public  document  on  the 
history  of  our  movement.  Contribution 
sur  Vhistoire  du  mouvement  gai  was 
published  last  fall  by  the  Ligue  Ouv- 
riere  Revolutionnaire,  one  of  several 
Trotskyist  groups  in  Quebec. 

The  three  topics  discussed  are:  the  op- 
pression of  homosexuals  and  the  family, 
the  history  of  the  gay  movement,  and 
gays  and  socialism.  A  note  in  the  intro- 
duction tells  us  that  the  pamphlet  was 
written  by  the  gays  of  the  LOR,  with  the 
"particular  collaboration"  of 
Cristophe  Tanguay,"  who  writes  on  gay 
issues  for  the  organization's  paper, 
Lutte  Ouvriire.  What  they  fail  to  reveal 
is  that  "Tanguay"  is  actually  a  pseu- 
donym for  one  of  the  few  LOR  members 
active  in  the  gay  movement.  The  group 

EMJMaJ 


even  blacks  out  the  eyes  of  participants 
in  gay  protests  in  the  pictures  published 
in  its  paper! 

The  introduction  places  the  text  with- 
in the  context  of  "the  coming  out  from 
an  ominous  black  hole... the  develop- 
ment of  an  understanding  of  a  specific 
oppression,  the  radicalization  flowing 
from  this  oppression." 

The  section  on  the  history  of  the 
Quebec  movement  offers  some  cogent 
points  concerning  its  erratic  develop- 
ment and  impressive  potential,  but  it 
fails  to  go  beyond  a  mere  skin-deep 
examination.  For  example,  except  for  a 
few  passing  remarks,  the  lesbian  move- 
ment is  not  discussed  at  all.  The  Contri- 
bution is  more  like  a  patchwork  of  LOR 
leaflets  and  articles  over  the  years  than 
a  rigorous  historical  survey. 

The  section  on  gay  oppression  is  a 
mere  rehash  of  an  article  by  the  French 
writer  Jean  Nicolas  ("La  Question 
Homosexuelle"  Critique  Communiste, 
Dec  76/ Jan  77),  and  offers  nothing  new 
theoretically. 

While  recognizing  the  inherent 
dynamic  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  strug- 
gling for  civil  rights,  the  Contribution 
still  pegs  such  a  "limited  perspective"  at 
a  low  level  of  priority.  The  common 
thread  running  throught  the  pamphlet  is 
that  there  is  a  veritable  canyon  separ- 
ating the  two  principal  schools  of 
thought:  on  the  one  side  there  is  the  LOR 


perspective,  based  on  linking  the  gay 
movement  to  workers'  and  women's 
struggles,  and  on  the  other  hand  the 
"civil  rights  strategy, "which  fights  to 
build  a  mass,  militant  gay  liberation 
movement  by  campaigning  around  civil 
rights  as  a  tactic.  The  Contribution  does 
not  believe  the  two  theories  are  compat- 
ible, even  though  Quebec  reality  demon- 
strates that  they  are  inseparable. 

The  pamphlet  concludes  by  advancing 
several  interesting  suggestions  about 
what  to  do  to  build  gay  liberation,  but 
little  or  nothing  on  how  to  do  it.  In  this 
sense  the  recently-published  ADGQ 
Manifesto  (Association  pour  les  droits 
des  gai(e)s  du  Quebec)  represents  a  con- 
siderably superior  level  of  analysis  and 
strategy. 

Apart  from  all  this,  having  to  wade 
through  innumberable  typing  errors  (the 
publishers  were  compelled  to  include  a 
list  of  15  errata,  those  being  only  the 
most  blatant  ones)  does  not  make  the 
reader's  task  any  easier. 

The  Contribution  sets  out  to  tackle  a 
formidable  challenge,  to  answer  the 
question,  "Why  gay  liberation?"  Due 
primarily  to  its  extreme  brevity,  the  pub- 
lication winds  up  dealing  only  with  the 
ABC's  and  fails  to  go  beyond  and  de- 
velop a  more  profound,  while  at  the 
same  time  down-to-earth,  analysis.  The 
result  is  a  stunning  disappointment. 

Stuart  Russell  □ 


Forster,  feminist  fat,  and  male  a  la  mode 


Naughty  boys:  TBP's  Hannon  and 
Jackson  in  Toronto  Ufa 


•Pink  Triangle  Press'  With  Downcast 
Gays,  by  Andrew  Hodges  and  David 
Hutter,  is  now  available  in  French. 
Titled  Pardonnez-nous  notre  existence, 
the  book  has  been  translated  and 
published  by  the  Groupe  Gai  de 
l'Universite  Laval,  Pavilion  Lemieux 
1532,  Universite  Laval,  Quebec. 
•A  Quebecois  gay  male  novel, 
Autrement,  by  Luc  Charest,  has  recently 
been  published  by  Editions 
Allegoriques.  It  costs  $4.95  and  can  be 
had  from  Les  Messageries  Litteraires, 
6585  St  Denis,  Montreal,  H2S  2S1. 
•Relationships  is  a  collection  of 
interviews,  compiled  by  Steve  Berman 
and  Vivien  Weiss,  with  token  gay  and 
lesbian  content.  It  is  published  in  New 
York  by  Hawthorn  books  and  costs 
$11.95. 

•Jim  Quixley  and  Clarence  Barnes,  two 
men  active  in  Toronto's  gay  community, 
have  collaborated  in  a  wonderful 
children's  story,  Willie  Won't  Fly, 
published  in  Ottawa  by  Borealis  Press,  9 
Ashburn  Dr.,  Ottawa  K2E  6N4. 
•Toronto  has  a  new  lesbian  bar,  the  Fly 
By  Night,  212  Dundas  St  E.  Although  it 
has  been  open  only  a  few  weeks,  the 
relaxed  atmosphere  has  made  it  very 
popular  with  a  clientele  that  has  been 
described  as  "not  your  usual  bar 
crowd..." 

•EM  Forster  and  his  World  is  the  title  of 
a  new  pictorial  biography  from  Oxford. 
The  text  is  by  Francis  King,  a  writer  who 
is  admirably  clear-eyed  about  his 
subject;  he  refers,  for  example,  to 
Forster  as  "mousy,  dowdy,  plain,  quiet, 
and  middle  class."  Yet  at  the  same  time 
King  communicates  his  fondness  for 
both  the  man  and  his  work.  The 
treatment  of  Forster's  homosexuality  is, 
for  once,  exceptionally  straight  forward. 
$15.75. 

•Specifically  gay  art  vs  gay  content  in  art 
vs  gays  in  the  arts  is  the  subject  for 
endless  aesthetic  debate.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  Toronto  artist  Andy  Fabo  is 
presenting  an  exhibition,  "The  Male  a 


la  Mode,"  which  will  provide  an 
example  of  at  least  one  aspect  of  the 
above.  The  A  Space  Gallery,  299  Queen 
St  W,  5th  Floor,  from  June  8  to  30. 
•Barbara  Cook  will  be  singing  here  in 
Toronto  at  the  Music  Hall  Theatre,  June 
21  and  22.  Tickets  can  be  bought  at 
BASS  outlets;  phone  463-1 186  for  more 
information. 

•Now  in  Paperback:  Susie  Orbach's  Fat 
is  a  Feminist  Issue:  Self-Help  Guide  for 
Compulsive  Eaters.  This  important 
book  analyzes  the  ways  in  which  women 
use  eating,  or  not  eating,  in  our  struggle 
to  cope  with  sexual  insecurity  and 
oppression.  Of  special  interest  to 
lesbians  is  a  chapter  on  the  teen-age 
disease  anorexia  nervosa,  which  Orbach 
argues  is  related  to  confusion  about 
one's  sexual  identity.  (See  review  and 
commentary  in  the  May  issue  of  Off  Our 
Backs).  Published  by  Berkley;  $2.25  in 
Canada. 


Andy  Fabo  presents  Male  a  la  mode 


NOTRE  EXISTENCE 

ASPECTS  DE  L'AUTO-OPPRESSIOM 

HOMOSEXUELLE 


par  Andrew  Hodges 
et  David  Hutter 


Tradull  par  le 

Groupe  gal  de  I  University 

Laval 


With  Downcast  Gays  en  francais 

•Rock  and  Roll  Queen  is  the  name  of  a 
new  gay  rock  discotheque  that  has  re- 
cently opened  in  Manhattan's  East 
Village.  Two  lesbians  started  the  refresh- 
ingly unpretentious  club  as  an  alterna- 
tive to  the  ubiquitous  disco  scene.  The 
tunes  are  strictly  rock:  from  "You  Can 
Wear  My  High  School  Sweater"  to 
David  Johanssen.  A  harbinger  of  things 
to  come,  one  hopes:  in  Toronto  we're 
starving  for  it. 


Our  Image  Contributors 

Gay  Bell  is  not  a  pseudonym,  and  she  did 
not  win  the  lesbian  fiction  contest. . . 
Michael  Lynch  teaches  English  at  the 
University  of  Toronto...  Stan  Persky 
teaches  anthropology  and  sociology  at 
Northwest  College,  Terrace,  BC;  he  is  the 
author  of  Son  of  Socred,  a  recent  book  about 
politics  in  British  Columbia...  Michael 
Rlordon  used  to  flaunt  it  in  these  pages  but 
is  now  in  bucolic  retirement...  George 
Smith  is  a  sociologist  with  a  mustache. . . 
Jim  SteaUey  teaches  German  at  the 
University  of  Wisconsin...  Stuart  Russell 
is  an  activist  living  in  Montreal . . .  Lorna 
Weir  is  a  homo-Hegelian  feminist  who  can 
often  be  found  in  the  basement  of  the 
Robarts  Library  in  Toronto. 
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by  Richard  Labonteand  Michael  Lynch 


Still  trying  to  cure  us 


Sexologists  William  Masters  and  Virginia 
Johnson  got  headlines  with  their  edict 
that  homosexuality  derives  from  nur- 
ture. They  issued  it  just  as  the  "nature" 
dogma  is  peaking  among  the  newest  of 
our  pseudosciences,  sociobiology. 

The  upcoming  fight  between  M&J  and 
E  O  Wilson  and  his  ephebes  will  no 
doubt  have  all  the  interest  of  a  power 
struggle  between  two  minor  Vatican 
bishops. 

But  the  straight  press  loves  it. 

"Help  for  homosexuals  is  reported 
possible,"  the  Toronto  Globe  and  Mail 
front  page  headline  practically  screamed 
on  April  18. 

"Homosexuality  can  be  unlearned  in 
a  surprising  two  cases  out  of  three,"  said 
the  Toronto  Star  with  an  aplomb  to 
equal  its  misinformation. 

But  don't  blame  them.  Their  stories 
came  from  the  New  York  Times  and  the 
AP  wire  services,  respectively.  The 
Toronto  Sun,  with  a  UPI story,  alone 
sought  out  other  sexology  bishops,  such 
as  Dr  John  Money,  to  parry  with  M&J. 

But  the  Sun  used  the  "nurture"  edict 
to  editorialize  again  against  gay  rights. 

We're  waiting  for  M&J  to  assume 
proper  responsibility  for  that  editorial. 
• 

Novelist  Henry  James  has  long  baf- 
fled his  readers  with  layers  of  ambiguity. 

The  New  Republic,  on  April  28  and 
May  5,  ran  Richard  Hall's  essay  on 
"The  Sexuality  of  Henry  James."  Hall, 
author  of  The  Butterscotch  Prince  and 
frequent  editor  /writer  in  the  US  gay 
press,  argues  that  James's  homosexual- 
ity was  not  his  only  drive  toward  ambi- 
guity. 

The  other? 

Incest. 

Hall  makes  a  strong  case  for  "the  dif- 
ficult, emotional,  and  perhaps  incest- 
uous relationship  that  Henry  James 
maintained  with  his  brother  William,  the 
noted  philosopher." 
• 
Homosexuality  is  being  laundered  on 
Soap. 

In  its  first  year,  the  ABC  adult  soap 
opera  regularly  featured  Billy  as  a 
happy-enough  gay  character  who  was 
open  to  most  of  his  family  and  friends, 
hung  around  in  a  you-know-what  bar 
with  a  boyfriend,  and  seldom  wept 
about  his  way  of  life. 

But  in  recent  weeks  Billy  has  taken  to 
consorting  with  a  lady  friend;  and  now 
that  she  is  pregnant,  the  prospect  of 
marriage  is  starting  to  excite  him. 

A  cure,  a  cure:  the  family  is  so 
pleased.  A  copout,  a  copout:  another 
good  man  gone  straight. 
• 

The  "Ontario  correspondent"  was  chid- 
ing En  Lutte! ,  a  Marxist-Leninist  publi- 
cation from  Montreal. 

When  it  printed  the  letter  in  its  Janua- 
ry 16  issue,  En  Lutte!  editorialized  that 
"your  letter  reveals  to  us  aspects  of  the 
struggle  against  Anita  Bryant  which 
were  until  now  unknown  to  us." 

Readers  should  watch  to  see  whether 
the  paper  indeed  learned  anything  from 
the  letter. 

Its  author,  by  the  way,  was  Tim 
McCaskell,  TBP  collective  member.  En 
Lutte.',  not  Tim,  rendered  the  letter 
nameless. 


And  down  in  Key  West,  the  local 
bigot-thugs  and  the  well-to-do  gay  men 
who  resort  there  are  at  war,  according  to 
People  (May  7).  No  doubt  People  would 
never  have  noticed,  except  that  a  famous 
people  is  the  thugs'  star  target:  Tennes- 
see Williams.  Things  do  sound  nasty. 


Time  changes  minds,  it  seems. 

A  few  months  ago,  a  Time  editorial 
came  down  firmly  on  the  fence  in  a  dis- 
cussion of  gay  rights,  gay  activism  and 
the  straight  backlash  —  saying,  in 
effect,  that  the  naughty  issue  should 
creep  back  into  a  confined  dark  place. 

But  in  the  April  23  issue,  keyed  to 
Homosexuality  in  Perspective  by 
Masters  and  Johnson,  the  newsweekly 
was  almost  effusive  in  its  revelations 
about  the  happy  gay  lifestyle. 

Discos,  fashion  trends,  political 
awareness,  the  proliferation  of  self-help 
groups,  willingness  to  display  affection 
and  love:  gays  have  lots  to  teach  hetero- 
sexuals, they  said. 

That  week. 

Besides  a  cover  and  a  lengthy  article 
on  the  history  and  the  reality  of  gay  life, 
Time  also  gave  several  pages  to  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  Masters  and  Johnson  re- 
search —  and  emphasized  much  less 
than  most  media  the  "cures"  reported 
by  the  sex  researchers. 

A  week  later,  Newsweek  covered 
Time's  ground  as  benignly  though  not  in 
as  much  detail,  declaring  that  the  un- 
happy personal  lives  and  unsatisfactory 
sex  lives  of  homosexuals  "is  just  one 
more  of  the  myths  of  gay  life  that  should 
be  put  to  rest." 

The  assertion  of  high  conversion  rates 
for  gays  is  described  as  controversial  and 
unlikely,  and  about  a  third  of  the  article 
quotes  doctors'  doubts  about  the  rate  of 
"cure"  cited  by  Masters  and  Johnson. 
• 

Good  words  for  gays  also  appeared  in 
the  March  issue  of  Jet,  an  American 
magazine  with  a  black  audience. 

In  one  article.  Jet  reported  on  a  study 
which  dispelled  myths  about  gays, 
including  quick  sex  in  washrooms  and 
rampant  child  molestation.  The  article 
also  called  for  more  tolerance  of  gays 
from  the  black  community. 

In  a  second  article.  It's  Hard  to  Have 
a  Good  Time  in  a  Non-Gay  Disco  — 
disco  singer  Sylvester  told  Jet,  "Gay 
audiences  are  the  most  supportive  we've 
ever  had...  straight  discos  arc  tired:  gay 
discos  are  fabulous. "□ 
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GaySmall  Press  by  Ian  Young 


Sailors,  Whores  and  Junk  Mail 


The  Canadian  magazine  recently  ran  an 
article  on  poet-publisher  Fred  Cogswell. 
As  a  result,  Cogswell  received  245  let- 
ters, 235  of  which  enclosed  book-length 
manuscripts  or  poems  for  which  the  sen- 
ders wished  either  publication,  or  an  op- 
inion. Not  one  letter  asked  for  a  cata- 
logue, or  expressed  any  interest  in  rea- 
ding the  more  than  250  titles  that 
Cogswell's  Fiddlehead  Press  has  pro- 
duced. If  only  all  the  people  who  write 
poetry  would  buy  it  as  well! 

There  has  been  a  real  burgeoning  of 
gay  poetry  in  the  last  few  years,  most  of 
it  published  by  the  small,  noncommer- 
cial presses,  like  Fiddlehead,  which  pub- 
lished Victor  Borsa's  A  Search  for  the 
Wild  in  1971. 1  have  16  recent  books 
piled  up  for  review,  and  in  800  words,  I 
can  only  get  to  a  few  of  them  this 
month. 

The  most  exciting  of  the  new  offerings 
is  Daniel  Diamond's  modestly-mimeo- 
graphed Dec  4-8  ($2  from  the  author, 
57-9  Second  Avenue,  New  York,  NY 
10003).  A  verse  diary  of  Diamond's  visit 
to  his  family  in  Michigan,  these  20  brief 


Dan  Diamond 


pages  convey,  more  simply  and  vividly 
than  any  work  I  can  recall,  a  gay  man's 
life  in  a  society  where  homosexuals  have 
no  place.  Both  the  love  and  the  tensions 
between  a  gay  man  and  his  family  are 
here,  related  with  neither  cynicism  nor 
sentimentality,  but  with  a  concentrated 
and  often  painful  honesty.  A  small  book 
that  leaves  you  wishing  for  more. 

bill  bissett  is  one  of  the  most  inventive 
and  important  poets  around,  author  of 
nearly  50  books  —  none  of  which 
has  saved  him  or  his  publishing  house, 
blewointmentpress,  from  being  attacked 
as  pornographic  by  a  number  of  MP's 
and  cabinet  ministers,  resulting  in  a 
denial  of  grant  money  to  bissett  and  the 
suspension  of  his  press's  activities, 
bissett's  latest,  Sailor  ($4.95,  Talon- 
books,  201  1019  E  Cordova,  Vancouver 
V6A  1M8)  is  one  of  his  strongest.  Poems 
like  "Th  Unicorn  is  Loos",  "again  th 
first  light  cum"  and  the  title  poem  have 
an  uncanny  sweetness,  nobility  and 
beauty. 

The  Male  Whore's  Song  (%2. 95,  Fal- 
len Angel  Press,  1913  W  McNichols  C6, 
Highland  Park,  MI  48203)  is  Guy 
Summertree  Veryzer's  first  book. 
Veryzer  is  by  no  means  untalented,  but 
much  of  this  short  collection  is  appren- 


tice-work: publishable  certainly,  but  set- 
pieces  more  interesting  for  the  situations 
described  than  for  their  poetry.  There 
are  three  poems  on  the  Verlaine/ 
Rimbaud  affair;  the  one  entitled  "Mme 
Verlaine  to  Her  Sewing  Basket"  is  the 
most  interesting,  with  its  sympathetic 
portrait  of  Verlaine's  unhappy  wife. 

Doug  Wilson's  Stubblejumper  Press 
emerged  in  1977  with  Wilson's  own  The 
Myth  of  the  Boy.  Its  new  offering  is  The 
Year  of  the  Horse  by  Jordan  Rand  ($2, 
Stubblejumper  Press,  21-303  Queen  St, 
Saskatoon).  Rand's  poems  are  sUght  and 
unmemorable,  with  the  single  exception 
"Passion  Mark": 

You  slept  with  me 

And  now  you  won't  forget  it. 

Bare  your  neck 

For  this  bruise  of  pleasure. 

Court  this  kiss  of  pain. 

It  will  not  hurt  —  oh  no, 

It  only  discolours  the  skin. 

The  real  pain  begins 

At  the  heart  of  you 

And  burns  its  way  to  the  surface 

Smile  by  smile. 

White  Silk  and  Cobras  ($2.50  from 
Elysian  Fields  Booksellers,  81-13  Broad- 
way, Elmhurst,  NY)  is  Toronto  poet 
John  Kellnhauser's  first  book,  an  un- 
even collection  of  lyrics.  Sometimes,  as 
with  Rand,  the  poems  are  too  private. 
But  there  are  strong  verses  too,  particu- 
larly "He  stands  there  naked..."  and  the 
disturbing  "A  Taste  of  Dragon's 
Blood." 

Allen  Ginsberg's  newest,  Poems  All 
Over  the  Place  —  Mostly  Seventies 
($3.50,  Cherry  Valley  Editions,  Box  303, 
Cherry  Valley,  NY  13320)  is  a  hodge- 
podge of  poems,  fragments  and  journal 
entries.  "Junk  Mail"  is  an  itemization 
of  all  the  bumf  discovered  in  a  single 
mail-opening:  my  favorite  is  a  brochure 
advertising  "A  literary  miracle  —  843 
poems  written  in  24  hours  by  Indian 
Yogi  Sri  Chinmoy  —  Aum  Publica- 
tions." On  page  38,  a  straight  forward 
little  poem  about  enjoying  a  spanking. 

Paul  Mariah,  in  the  early  60' s  was  one 
of  the  first  to  write  openly  gay  poems, 
some  of  which  appeared  in  One  maga- 
zine in  the  days  when  "respectable" 
writers  were  afraid  to  contribute.  He  has 
long  been  committed  to  the  causes  of 
gay  liberation  and  prison  reform,  and 
has  been  one  of  the  most  active  figures 
on  the  West  Coast  poetry  scene,  where, 
unlike  many  poets  and  editors  who  en- 
joy playing  the  prima  donna,  he  has  al- 
ways helped  and  encouraged  other 
writers  with  their  work  and  careers. 

This  Light  Will  Spread:  Selected 
Poems  1960-1975  ($5.50  paper,  $12.50 
limited,  signed:  Manroot,  Box  982, 
S  San  Francisco,  CA  94080)  is  a  large 
book  of  almost  200  pages:  a  representa- 
tive selection  of  Mariah's  work:  love 
poems,  political  and  prison  poems  ("I 
know  a  man  who  sleeps  behind  bars /he 
is  there  for  sleeping  with  a  man")  and 
mysteries,  like  the  piece  "Two  Satan- 
ists,"  one  of  the  strongest  in  the  book. 
Though  too  many  of  the  poems  here 
seem  like  mere  intellectual  constructs 
with  little  of  the  juice  of  genuine  poetry, 
it  is  nonetheless  good  to  have  this  col- 
lection from  15  years  of  writing.  □ 
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FRIENDS 


British  Columbia 


YOUNG  GAY  WOMAN,  attractive,  slim, 
blond  hair,  green  eyes,  wishes  to  meet  young 
women  for  good  times  etc.  Who  knows,  we 
could  fall  in  love.  Inexperienced  OK.  689- 
0513.  I  like  to  go  to  the  Central.  Vancouver 
only.  Drawer  B484. 


Toronto 


GIRL  18-30  bi  or  gay  needed  to  go  to  straight 
social  functions  with  good  looking  guy  aged 
25.  In  sports  business.  Reciprocal  arrange- 
ment  possible.  Drawer  B487. 


BI-SEXY  LADY,  24,  wants  another  of  the  ilk 
for  a  share  in  good  times.  You're  attractive 
intelligent  and  good-humoured,  like  me.  Lust 
is  a  must.  Enjoy  good  food,  wine,  dancing 
and  sharing  men  and  ideas.  We're  show-offs, 
extroverts,   adventurers,   and   best   friends. 


FRIENDS 


International 


AMERICAN  BUSINESS  consultant 
involved  in  international  business  including 
foreign  tax  havens,  writing  business  articles 
and  books,  creating  new  ventures,  managing 
investment  funds,  international  banking  and 
finance,  seeks  contacts  with  others  involved 
in  business  for  possible  mutually  profitable 
activities.  I  don't  have  anything  specific  in 
mind,  but  am  always  interested  in  hearing 
from  other  business  people  about  their  inter- 
ests, ideas,  projects,  services  offered,  etc. 
Drawer  B461. 


National 


CORSETS,  WAIST-CINCHERS,  girdles, 
tight  belts,  constricting  clothing.  W/M,  30's, 
6',  170  lbs.  Write  about  experiences  and  fan- 
tasies.  Eventual  meeting.  Drawer  B398. 


VISITING  WINNIPEG  in  August.  Have 
trans,  and  camper.  Would  like  gay  guide.  Be 
a  pen  pal  too  and  write.  Dennis  Roney 
121  —  219  Grant  St.  Saskatoon  S7N  2A5. 


Alberta 


HAVE  YOU  HAD  enough  of  the  bar  scene 
etc?  Would  you  like  to  meet  a  sincere  fun  lov- 
ing guy  with  whom  to  enjoy  travel,  theatre, 
the  outdoors  and  just  being  together.  I  can 
offer  half  this  situation.  How  about  you. 

Drawer  B45  7. 

CHINESE  MALE,  28,  would  like  to  meet 
another  male  for  lasting  relationship.  All 
replies  with  description  and  phone  number. 
Anton,  PO  Box  2894,  Postal  Station  A,  Ed- 
monton.  Aha  T5J  2A5. 

British  Columbia 

AVERAGE  LOOKING,  25-year-old, 
Canadian  born,  would  like  to  correspond 
with  gay  men  up  to  35  years  old.  Anyone 
interested  in  corresponding  will  get  an  imme- 
diate  letter  along  with  a  photo.  Drawer  B491 . 
VICTORIA.  DARK  and  sensuous  W/M,  26, 
professional,  trim  body,  good  mind  and 
mature  life  style,  seeks  to  meet  men  for  pos- 
sible   relationship.     Photo    preferred.     All 

answered.  Drawer  B462. 

MALE,  28,  5'7",  147  lbs,  jogger,  handsome, 
versatile,  touring  BC  by  motorcycle  this  sum- 
mer, wants  to  visit  country  people,  camp  out, 
etc.  Companionship  of  other  bikers  welcome! 
RS  1 176  Burnaby  St.  No  204,  Vancouver  V6E 

IP  1.669-8202. 

GOODLOOKING,  muscular  student,  23, 
5'6",  137  lbs,  seeks  young  body  builders  for 
correspondence     and /or     meeting.     Photo 

appreciated.  Drawer  B392. 

VICTORIA  GAY  male,  50,6'.  170  lbs, 
turned  on  by  S/M,  bonding,  etc,  seeks  hairy 
muscular  gay  instructor /lovers  above  25. 
Vancouver  Island  preferred.  Photo  and 
phone  appreciated.  All  answered.  Drawer 
B440. 


Montreal 


HANDSOME,  EASY-GOING  27-year-old, 
5' 10",  160  lbs,  would  like  to  meet  or  corres- 
pond with  younger  boyish  gays  for  friend- 

ship.  Drawer  B455. 

PASSIVE,  SLENDER  attractive,  curious  for 


Classifieds 


occasional  attention  from  discreet  gentle 
persons,  over  thirty.  Box  204  Lennoxville, 

Quebec. 

WRESTLING.  SLOW,  deliberate,  intense 
sessions.  Nude,  costumes,  boots,  etc.  Begin- 
ner but  learn  fast.  Teach  me  how  to  beat  you! 
Montreal.  Bill  463-1380. 


Nova  Scotia 


RAUNCHY  MAN  going  east  wants  to  meet 
humpy,  hunky,  Haligonians  to  play  with  dur- 
ing  July  and  August.  Reply  Drawer  B495. 
FRIENDS  WELCOME  TO  SHARE  pleasant 
country  living  and  rich  family  life  with  bisex- 
ual couple,  30's.  Big  house,  45  acres  of 
woods,  beach  on  Bay  of  Fundy.  Short  or  long 
visits.  Great  place  for  a  holiday.  Box  1288, 
Digby  NS. 


Northern  Ontario 


MALE,  30  years-old,  5'8",  160  lbs,  brown 
hair,  blue  eyes,  looking  for  sensitive,  reason- 
able, intelligent  people.  North  Bay-Mattawa 
area.  Drawer  B490. 


Quebec 


GAY  MALE  SEEKS  correspondence  with 
same  for  companionship  and  possible  rela- 
tionship.  Has  own  apartment.  Drawer  B493. 


Saskatchewan 


TRAVELLING?  East  or  west  through  Cana- 
da? Stop  over  for  excitement  and  fun  posing 
for  French  artist  who  needs  models.  Accomo- 
dation possible.  Discretion.  Come  in  touch. 
All  local  letters  welcome.  Photo  and  phone 
appreciated.  Drawer  B425. 

Southern  Ontario 

HAMILTON!  DISCREET  bi-sexual  male  24 
yrs,  beard  190  lbs,  5'8"  wants  friends,  pass- 
ing travellers  for  companionship  and  action. 

Active  passive  in  both.  Drawer  B481 . 

GAY  MALE  SINGLE  55,  6'1"  masculine 
seek  steady  relationship  of  lovemaking  and 
companionship  with  good-natured  and  com- 
patible guy  who  likes  to  be  cuddled.  Will  an- 

swer  all.  Drawer  B485. 

ROMANTIC,  TALL,  attractive,  moustache. 
40  years  young,  honest,  sincere,  extremely 
affectionate  and  discreet.  New  to  Kitchener 
area,  lonely.  Desires  clean  passive  male  25-40 
for  friendship,  plus.  Loves  life,  lives  to  love. 
Enjoys  disco  scene,  quiet  home  evenings,  flea 
markets,    plants,    picnics.    Correspondence 

first.  Drawer  B489. 

ATTRACTIVE  SHY  sensitive  eighteen-year- 
old  music  student  seeks  good  looking  intelli- 
gent secure  man  to  forty  who  takes  other 
people's  feelings  seriously.  Interested  in  a 
person  who  appreciates  all  that  is  genuine  in 

life.  Drawer  B453. 

YOUNG  PROFESSIONAL  male,  24, 
seeking  young  slim-to-muscular  dude 
interested  in  forming  meaningful  relationship 
Interests  include:  antiques,  quiet  evenings, 
intimacy  and  sex.  Must  be  willing  to  relocate 
to  my  home  in  London.  F  act/pass,  G/pass  1- 

519-673-1024.  Drawer  B  459. 

KITCHENER.  DESPERATELY  lonely,  love 
starved  man,  40,  tall,  attractive,  honest,  sin- 
cere, aggressive,  young  in  mind  and  body. 
My  heart  is  dead,  my  arms  are  empty.  Sex  is 
there  but  not  enough.  Searching  for  younger, 
passive,  cuddly,  quiet,  shy  male,  who  needs 
to  be  smothered  with  affection.  Write,  tell  me 

about  yourself.  Drawer  B473. 

EXTREMELY  WELL  HUNG  Newfie,  tall, 
slender,  25,  super  personality,  enjoys  night 
life,  quiet  evenings,  walks  music,  being  to- 
gether. Loves  gentle  sex,  all  ways,  seeks 
honest,  sincere,  quiet,  masculine,  gay  com- 
panion, same  age,  for  good  times,  possible 

relationship.  Write  me.  Drawer  B475. 

GOODLOOKING,  professional,  masculine, 
hairy,  guy,  42,  6'1",  155  lbs.  Enjoys  sailing, 
fishing,  skiing,  outdoors,  photography, 
reading,  classical  music  and  gentle  sex.  Look- 
ing for  sincere  relationship  with  another  mas- 
culine hairy  guy  with  similar  interesls,  about 
same  age,  size  or  bigger.  Discretion  guarante- 
ed and  desired.  Will  answer  all.  Photo,  phone 
number  appreciated.  Please  reply  to  Box  423 

Thornburv  NOH  2P0. 

ST.  CATHERINES  MAN,  29,  seeks  friend- 
ship with  same  to  25.  Interests:  swimming, 
music,  traveling,  smoking,  theatre.  No  S/M. 


$5  each 
(5  for  $20) 

(Ontario  residents  add  7%  sales  tax) 

RLS  Management 

66  Gerrard  St  E 
Toronto,  ON  M5B  1G5 

Wholesale  inquiries  invited 
(416)  366-2859 

(Line  open  24  hours) 


Love  69.  Drawer  B426. 


Toronto 


WHITE  MALE,  26  yrs,  5'8",  slim,  140  lbs, 
short  blond  hair,  blue  eyes,  neat  beard  and 
moustache.  Hard  working  professional  with 
varied  interests.  I'm  new  to  gay  scene,  but  I 
wasn't  born  yesterday.  Would  like  to  meet 
masc  male  20-30  to  share  whatever.  Write 
with  photo  if  possible.  Will  answer  all  replies. 
Jim  Box  524,  Station  A,  Scarborough,  M1K 

5C3. 

ASCETIC  GAY  MALE,  23,  6',  handsome, 
intelligent,  moody,  sensitive,  sincere  Univer- 
sity type,  seeks  same,  21-25,  with  interests  in 
foreign  countries,  politics,  language,  classical 
music  and  humour.  Object:  mutual  enlight- 

enment.  Drawer  B424. 

JAZZ  FAN  (Jarret,  Burton,  Coryell,  Bru- 
beck,  Ellington,  Towner,  Corea,  Davis, 
Weather  Report,  Mingus,  etc.)  seeks 
someone  with  similar  interest.  I'm  5'10",  150 
lbs,  blond,  love  disco  but  know  there's  music 
beyond  Summer,  if  you're  not  into  Jazz, 

here's  your  chance.  Drawer  B430. 

MALE,  40,  6'1",  likes  home  life,  seeking 
true  friendship.  Am  new  to  the  gay  scene  and 
need  some  help.  Prefer  French  actions  and 
love.  Have  own  penthouse  apt.  Will  answer 
all  replies.  Please  enclose  picture  which  will 

be  returned  if  required.  Drawer  B433. 

IF  YOU  HAVE  A  MOUSTACHE  and  are 
handsome:  attractive  26-yr-old  Chinese  male 
would  like  to  share  his  beautiful  1-bedroom 
apt  with  you.  I  am  5'7",  136  lbs.  Please  write 
and  tell  me  about  yourself.  Drawer  B441 . 
GR  ACTIVE  GUYS  wanted  by  guy  with 
good  body.  Looking  for  guys  in  good  shape. 

Long  hard  sessions.  Les.  465-6423. 

STRAPPINGS  NEEDED  by  well-built  guy. 
I'm  looking  for  guys  with  good  bodies  who 
love  to  lay  on  heavy  leather  straps  and  belts. 

Can  take  a  lot.  Mel.  465-3287. 

MALE,  23,  135  lbs,  5'8"  for  friendship  and 
other.  Attractive  and  discreet.  Photo  and 
phone   appreciated    and    returned.    Drawer 

B480. 

ATTRACTIVE  EDUCATED  masculine 
male  35,  5'8",  160  lbs,  seeks  male  companion 
25-40  for  weekend  camping  in  provincial 
parks  also  enjoy  musicals,  theatre,  occasion- 
ally discos,  entertaining  quiet  evenings  at 
home  looking  for  one  special  guy  who  enjoys 
ife  loving  sharing.   Lets  meet.   All  serious 

eplies  answered.  Drawer  B482. 

W/M  40's  5'6"  160  lbs,  brown  graying  hair, 
blue  eyes  wishes  to  meet  guys  interested  in  get 
togethers  for  companionship  and  good  times. 
If  you're  in  need  of  good  fellowship  let's  get 
together  for  mutual  enjoyments.  Letter  with 
interests    etc.     will     bring    prompt     reply. 

Toronto  Drawer  B488. 

TENNIS  PLAYER  seeks  partners  for  occa- 
sional games  tins  summer.  Serious  replies 
only  please.  Drawer  B494. 


BI  MALE,  24,  6',  145  lbs,  seeks  neat  clean, 
well  built,  very  well  endowed  gay/bi  male,  bi 
female,  under  35,  for  sensuous,  sincere,  dis- 
creet lovemaking  and  companionship.  Also 
interested  in  submissive,  docile  gays/  bi's, 
with  above  traits  for  light  B/D,  possibly 
S/M.  All  nationalities.  Relate  your  fantasies. 
Photo  appreciated,  returnable  if  requested. 

Drawer  B452. 

BLOND  BLUE  EYED  masculine  male  34, 
5'8",  165  lbs,  docile  passive  seeks  aggressive 
discreet  male  about  same  age  for  friendship 
and  fun.  Discretion  assured.  Photo  and 
phone  number  for  quick  reply.  Drawer  B454. 
DOCILE  GAY  MALE,  40,  5'5",  125  lbs, 
blond  hair,  blue  eyes.  Fed  up  with  bar  scene. 
Would  like  to  meet  dominant  husky  hirsute 
male  for  one  to  one  relationship.  I  like  guys 
with  big  legs.  I  am  sincere  and  honest,  easy- 
going, fun-loving.  Have  own  apt.  This  is  not 
an  ad  for  a  one  night  stand.  Photo  and  phone 
number  appreciated.  All  answered.  Drawer 

B456. 

LONELY  MASCULINE  male  seeks  one 
other  male  35  to  50  for  a  friend,  companion, 
or  lover.  No  objection  to  colour,  race  or 
physical  handicap.  Enjoy  hiking,  swimming, 
car  trips,  quiet  times  at  home.  I'm  5'8".  149 
lbs,  55  and  like  popular  classical  music. 
Answer  all  replies.  Drawer  B458. 

GAY  MALE  STUD  150  lbs,  well  endowed, 
black  hair,  brown  eyes,  and  moustache. 
Seeking  another  gay  male  stud  between  18 
and  30  years  for  close  friendship  and  possible 
lasting  relationship.  My  interests  vary  from 
music,  theatre,  antiques,  camping  and  some 
travelling.  Enjoy  quiet  horny  times,  cuddling 
and  gentle  play.  I  especially  like  guys  with 
beards  or  moustaches.  Will  answer  all  who 
reply  with  photo.  Discretion  assured.  Drawer 

B460. 

33  YEAR  OLD  5'10"  French  Canadian  (bi- 
lingual) seeking  friends  and  companion.  Am 
lonely  but  consider  myself  sincere  and 
outspoken.  If  your  primary  interest  is  sex  and 
sizes,  don't  bother.  But  if  you're  looking  for 
a  friend  to  share  your  feelings  and  pastimes, 
then  we're  already  half  way  close  to  each 
other.  Your  honesty  is  all  I  need.  Enjoy 
discussions,  music,  theatre,  traveling, 
walking,  and  cycling.  Hobby:  photography. 

Photo  not  necessary.  Drawer  B463. 

ATTRACTIVE,  SLIM,  35-year-old  male 
seeks  male  for  friendship  and  hopefully 
more.  I  am  honest  and  sincere,  do  not  like  the 
bars  and  baths.  Physical  appearance  is  not 
important,  sincerity  is!  If  you  are  between  the 
ages  of  25  and  40  let's  give  it  a  try.  Drawer 
B464. 


GENTLEMAN,  52,  planning  to  move  to 
Mexico.    Who    has    similar    ideas?    Drawer 

B465. ' 

SLIM  BI-GUY  seeks  same.  I'm  32,  6'0",  154 
lbs,  good  looking,  masculine;  little  experi- 
ence. I'm  a  bit  shy  at  first.  Seek  similar  lean 
bi-guys,  21-35.  who  are  clean,  discreet  and 
attractive;  to  learn  and  have  fun.  Singles  or 
marrieds  welcome.  Photo,  phone 
appreciated.  Drawer  B467. 
ATTRACTIVE.  HAIRY.  30,  hung,  slightly 
kinky  wants  to  meet  dominants  for  hot  times. 
All  contacted.  Include  phone,  photo  if 
possible.    In    VancOUVS    in    August  Drawer 

B46A 

MARRII-U  Ml  N  '■  1  .mi  interested  in  meet- 
ing a  married  man  lot  afternoon  and  evening 
get  together!.  1  Ike  dark  hair  and  moustaches, 
non-smoker.  2-i  to  K>   Drawer  IW6V 
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Queen  of  Hearts 

Toronto's  best  selection  of  lifestyle  magazines  and pocketbooks 


Locker  Room,  Rush  and  Snocaine  Exclusive  posters  and  gifts 

Cinema  and  movie  photos  Leather  rings  and  jackets 

599c  Yonge  Street,  Toronto,  Canada  Phone:  961-9399 


2481    Yonge 
Street  (at 
Castlefield) 
in  Toronto 

In  Touch $2.50 

Mandate $2.25 

Biueboy $3.00 

Advocate $1.00 

Numbers. $3.00 

Q  International $4.00 

Open8AM-6PM 
(416)486-8739 

Mail  orders  are  now  being  accepted.  Add 
50c  per  magazine  for  postage  and  hand- 
ling. Prompt  delivery-assured. 

We  buy  and  sell  pocket  books  and  old 
copies  of  Biueboy,  Mandate  and  In  Touch. 


MOVING? 
TEULUS! 

If  you  don't,  you  won't  get  the  sub- 
scription copies  of  TBP  that  we  mail 
to  you.  Instead,  we  will,  and  we'll 
have  to  pay  postage  due  when  they 
come  back  and  nobody  will  be  happy. 
So,  if  you're  planning  a  relocation, 
let  us  know.  Fill  in  your  name  here  as 
it  appears  on  your  subscription  label 
Of  you've  got  a  copy  of  the  label  it- 
self, you  can  attach  it)  and  then  give 
us  your  new  address.  Try  to  include 
the  postal  code  too  —  that  will  keep 
the  post  office  happy  and  then  there'll 
be  three  of  us.  OK? 


<!''>*« Dal  Fw*«* 


4  /rwin  ta«»»l , 


Toronto  oMV* 


FRANK 
HUTCHINGS 

REPAIRS,^ 

ANTTHfNG 
ELECTRON  tW 


691-9269 


MALE  25  INTERESTED  IN  meeting  police- 
man 25  to  36.  Friendship,  goodtimes,  and 
sex.  Like  moustaches.  Please  enclose  a  photo 
and  phone.  Discretion  assured  and  expected. 

Drawer  B470. 

BLACK  GAY  FEMALE  student  22  wants  to 
meet  gay  male  22  to  30  years,  love  music, 
movies,  quiet  times  —  not  into  drugs;  for 
brotherly  friendship.  Colour  unimportant. 
Photo,  phone  number  appreciated.  Drawer 

B471. 

MALE  35,  6',  180  lbs,  new  to  the  gay  scene 
seeks  friend,  companionship  and  love.  Please 
enclose   picture.    Will    return    if   required. 

Drawer  B474. 

GOODLOOKING  MASC  guy,  28,  slim, 
seeks  goodlooking  masc  guys  around  same 
age  for  friendship  and  good  times.  Drawer 

B476. 

QUIET  MALE,  33,  180  lbs,  seeks  discreet 
dominant  male  for  private  meetings.  Send 
your  photo  and  full  details.  Drawer  B477. 
QUIET  GUY,  W/M,  professional,  discreet, 
early  30s*  6',  145  lbs,  enjoys  theatre,  films, 
travel.  Wants  to  expand  his  circle  of  friends. 
Looking  for  similar  guys,  with  smooth  body, 

into  Fr.  and  J/O.  Drawer  B478. 

ATTRACTIVE  ASIAN,  22,  5'6",  130  lbs, 
seeks  friendship  with  sincere,  good-looking, 
masculine  males  with  same  age  range.  Photo 

and  phone  appreciated.  Drawer  B479. 

YOUNG  GOODLOOKING  male  seeks 
weekend  get  togethers  with  same.  I  am  5' 
11",  brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  medium  build, 
well  endowed.  Discretion  a  must.  Write  with 
photo.  PO  Box  851. Bolton.  ON,  LOP  1A0. 
BEGINNER  TV  would  like  to  meet  other 
male  and  female  TVs.  Also  anyone  interested 
in  dressing  or  undressing  me.  Mail  to  PO  Box 

1376StnBM3H5V3. 

MALE  25,  LOOKING  for  someone  to  share 
life  and  apt  with  up  to  40.  Apple  752-6164. 
No  208  —  15  Rosemount  Dr,  Scarborough, 

Ontario. 

MATURE  MAN  seeks  companion  for  dining 
out,  going  to  concerts,  plays  and  movies,  and 
good  conversation.  Sex  not  the  object.  Box 
553.  Don  Mills.  Ontario  M3C  2T6. 


WAR  BUDDIES 


WWII  Before  we  fade  away,  let's  meet  and 
reminisce.  Discretion  assured.  Drawer  B486. 


BUSINESS 


PHOTOGRAPHIC  Costume  Fantasies,  and 
Nude  Erotica.  Information  Brochure  $1.00, 
With  Sample  Photo  $3.00.  State  over  21.  To: 
HH.  Wilcox,  PO  Box  243,  Stn  J,  685  Dan- 
forU^ve^oronto^ntM4J4Yl^^^^ 

Montreal 

QUIET  MALE,  38,  would  share  large  duplex 
with  another  male.  My  house  is  located  near 
the  Metro.  Phone  766-9623. 

Ottawa 

MATURE  MALE,  Ottawa  area,  wants  to 
help  gay  student  by  sharing  apt.  Africans  or 
other  blacks  preferred.  Food  cost  contribu- 
tion  only.  Drawer  B435. 

Southern  Ontario 

MASCULINE  MALE  mid  30s,  2  bedroom, 
pool,  sauna,  open  visitors,  Niagara  Region, 
male,  female,  use  of  kitchen  free  to  good 
cook  or  domestic  person.  Drawer  B472. 
AM  24,  FRENCH-CANADIAN  seek  honest 
person  to  share  a  new  home.  Smoking  is  OK. 
North  East  Oshawa,  $140.  /mon  Drawer 
B412. 

Toronto 

TOWNHOUSE  FOR  SALE,  Broadview- 
Danforth,  close  to  park,  architect  design, 
fully  renovated,  broadloom  throughout,  2 
bedrooms,  3rd  floor  studio  with  large  roof 
deck,    finished    basement    with    walkout. 

$89,500.  Call  489-9636.  489-0518. 

PAPE/DANFORTH.  Four-person 

household  needs  fourth.  Three  furnished 
third-floor  rooms,  private  kitchen.  $160  per 
month,  occupancy  June  15.  465-9318. 


PARLIAMENT /WELLESLEY  bright 

furnished  rooms  in  quiet  well-kept  home,  car- 
peted, individual  cooking  facilities,  share 
only  renovated  washroom /separate  shower 
references  required  $30  and  $50  per  week. 

924-0863  evenings/weekends. 

ARTIST  23  "Down  to  earth"  seeks  room- 
mate in  2  bedroom  apt  near  Bathurst/St 
Clair.  I  have  some  furniture.  Ph  656-4969 
after  4:00  pm.  $100  a  month.  I  am  also 
willing  to  share  accomodation  in  downtown 

area. 

RESPONSIBLE,  clean-living,  polite  young 
man,  from  northern  Ontario,  seeks  furnished 
accomodation  near  St  George  Campus,  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto,  from  September-May. 
Willing  to  help  with  housework, 
maintenance,  cooking,  etc.  Drawer  B45 1 . 
ARCHITECTURALLY  unique  luxury 
furnished  bachelor  apartments  downtown. 
Self  contained,  carpeted  $170  month.  923- 

2438.  Airconditioned.  sundecks. , 

YOUNG  MAN  LATE  20s  has  apt  to  share 
with  muscular  student  or  working  man  under 
22.  Reduced  or  free  rent  in  return  for  com- 
panionship etc.  Only  the  very  masculine  need 
call.  Tel  423-1095  between  5:15  pm  and  7:00 

pm. 

HARBOURSIDE  ON  LAKE  downtown 
large  ultra-luxurious  new  condo,  2-bedroom, 
2-bath  apt.  Superb  lake  view.  Professional 
man,  non-smoker,  age  37,  seeks  responsible 
young  man  (or  pair)  to  share  apt.  Asking 
$400/ mon.  Available  mid-summer  or  later. 

Serious  replies  only  please. 

BLOOR  AND  DUNDAS  WEST  seeking 
3rd  male  to  share  spacious  two  bedroom 
home.  Own  room.  TTC  at  doorstep.  535- 
9753. 

A  BOLD  NEW  EXPERIENCE  IN 
CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


TRAVEL 
C0TTAGING 

CAMPING 


Travelling  across  Canada  in  search  of 
fresh  cruising  ground?  Or  you  wanna  play 
host  for  the  summer?  Maybe  you  have  a 
tastefully  gay  cottage  to  rent  to  tastefully 
gay  people?  Or  you're  camping  it  up  on 
the  shores  of  Lake  Opemikon  and  you 
want  someone  to  play  Nelson  Eddy  to  your 
JeanetteMacDonald.  .  .  . 

use 

TBP's  FIND-A-FRIEND 

IN  OUR  SUMMER  CLASSIFIEDS 


LETTERS 


PRISONER  would  like  to  correspond  with 
anyone  on  the  "outside."  Will  answer  all. 
David  L.  Holman  No  146-960,  PO  Box  511, 

Columbus.  Ohio  43216. 

GAY  PEN  PAL  club.  Chasers,  Box  423 
Verdun  Que. 


MESSAGES 


HAPPY 

Piglet. 


BIRTHDAY,    dear    R.     Signed, 


RICHARD  LAROSE  —  Lake  Ontario  ain't 
the  Pacific,  and  this  city  don't  have  the  same 
kind  of  magic.  But  it's  home  right  now.  Good 
memories.  The  perpetual  ocean  breeze  made 
me  think  your  city  was  an  island  moving  on  a 
course  towards  its  own  arcane  destination. 
Love  and  kisses.  Quintera  Junipera-Serra. 
Policemen  of  Metro  Toronto  P  Squad,  and 
our  friends  in  red  on  Jarvis  St.  We  know 
you're  watching  us.  We  know  your  going 
after  our  porn  collections.  The  question  is: 
What  do  you  do  with  it  once  you've  got  it.  Is 
suburban  life  so  bad  you've  got  to  "make  the 
scene  with  a  magazine  .  .  ." 
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CLASSIFY  YOURSELP 


READING 


GAY'S  THE  WORD  BOOKSHOP,  66 
Marchmont  Street,  London  WC1  01-278 
7654.  Gay  Feminist  books,  new /shorthand; 
information,  refreshments.  Tues-Sat   11:30- 

7-30 


SELLING  OUT 


CAR  FOR  SALE:  75  Hornet  4  door  auto- 
matic power  steering,  AM  radio,  rust  proof- 
ed, recently  certified,  32,000  miles,  $2500. 
Ph.  924-0663  evenings  /weekends. 
PEKINGESE  PUPPY,  male,  rare  snow 
white,  pure-bred  with  shots.  $150.00  ph.  534- 

3895. 

FABULOUS  ARMOIR  —  Victorian,  cherry 
wood,  6  1 12'  high,  3  1/2'  wide,  bottom  draw- 
er, single  door  with  mirror.  MUST  SELL 
quickly.  Worth  $400+  in  stores,  yours  for 
$284  —  the  bottom  line.  Ph.  362-6479  early 


mornings   evenings 


SERVICES 


PIANO  TUNING  available  cheap.  Glenn 
924-6340. 

SPRING  CLEANING?  Phone  Richard's 
multi-services,  461-7174;  homemaking/ gar- 
dening/shopping /small  catering/also  Ger- 
man tutoring  and  translations.  Experienced, 

reasonable  prices. 

HATE  HOUSEWORK?  Not  enough  plea- 
sure time?  Call  Bob  at  921-3864.  Our  staff 
professionally  trained.  Satisfaction  guarante- 
ed,  

MALE  HARPIST,  experienced  in  solo  and 
orchestral  performance,  recently  completed 
master's  degree,  classical  and  "pop"  reper- 
toire, willing  to  play  for  private  parties,  rest- 
aurants, weddings  and  receptions.  Fees  nego- 
tiable.  Drawer  B492. 

GAY  SOCIAL  SERVICES  worker.  Those  in- 
terested in  joining  an  association  of  gay  men 
and  women  working  in  the  social  service 
field,  please  write  Box  182,  Station  O,  Toron- 

to.ONM4A2N3. 

GAY  ASTROLOGER  will  do  personal  horo- 
scope. Send  name,  time,  date  and  place  of 
birth  and  $19.50:  Sedacott,  35  Follis  Ave., 

Toronto  M6G  1S5. 

DISCREET  MALE  ESCORT  service.  Write: 
Box  1016.  Hamilton.  L8N3R1  for  details. 
APHRODITE'S  ALTERNATIVE.  Retailing 
for  Transvestites.  Brochure.  (416)  466-7112. 
PO  Box  873.  Station  A.  Toronto.  M5W  1G3. 
MONTREAL  MODEL  exciting  sample  pic- 
ture only  $1.  Super  8  film  $20.  Marcel  Ray- 
mond, 1855  Du  Havre  St  Suite  1001 -C, 
Montreal,  H2K  2X4.  (514)  522-9331.  Models 

wanted! 

DIGNITY  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  catholics  and 
concerned  friends,  mass  for  gay  community 
Sundays  at  4  pm.  Meetings  1st  and  3rd  Thurs- 
day  at  8  pm.  For  location  please  call  960-3997. 
MAKE  NEW  FRIENDS  throughout  Canada. 
Join  GAYMATES.  a  pen  oal  club  for  nav 
men.  For  information  write,  GSI,  PO  Box 
3043,  Saskatoon,  Sask  S7K  3S9.  Canada. 


TRAVEL 


WANTED  RIDER,  ORIENTAL,  share 
expenses  one  way  to  San  Francisco.  No 
driving  experience  necessary.  Leave  about 
July  15th.  Sleeping  bag  a  help.  Trying  to 
keep  expenses  down.  VW  Rabbit.  Call  Jack 

461-0219 

VISITING  LONDON?  Get  Gaypack  Lon- 
don. Free  membership  and  one  free  drink. 
Festival  Club  Gay  &  Tourist  Information  send 
5  dollars  to  GCE  2  Brydges  Place,  St  Martins 
Lane,  London  WC2N4HP,  England  01-240- 

3197.  Have  a  good  trip. 

VISITING  GREAT  BRITAIN?  Gay  Switch- 
board, Britain's  24  hr  phone  service.  Inform- 
ation and  entertainments  guide  on.  (01)  837- 

7324. 

KEY  WEST  —  Vacation  this  summer  on  The 
American  Mariana  Island  —  Call  toll-free 
(800)  327-9191  Ext.  499  or  write  Business 
Guild,  POB  1208,  Key  West  33040  for  our 
new  directory  and  map. 


A  FULL  SERVICE 
MEN'S  BATH 

OPEN  24  HRS   A  DAY 


■  LOCKERS  •  ROOMS 

•  STUDENT  RATES 

•  DRY -WET  STEAMS 

•  DISCO  SOUND  SYSTEM 

203Mcgregorst. 


Ph  586-7594 


WORK 


REPRESENTATION  for  escorts,  masseurs, 
models.  Send  resume  to:  Talent  Specialists 

Box  1016  Hamilton  L8N  3R1 

EXPERIENCED  SALESPERSON  to  train 
as  manager  for  women's  wear  store.  Call  Mr 

Daly.  363-8091.  

MALE  52,  seeks  services  of  amateur  or  prof- 
essional masseur.  Drawer  B396. 


THE 
UK  I 

S\l  S A  I  II I    hfHIN 

ICCC  Main  Mroet 
Winnipea 


Need  some  friends  to  share  the  cottage? 
Don't  forget  TBP's  summer  classifieds! 


No  need  to  get  into  rigid  roles  and  categories  of  course;  that' s  always  a  bit  dull. 
But  there's  no  reason  not  to  let  others  know  that  you '  re  looking  for  friends  or 
loversor  a  place  to  live,  or  that  you  want  to  trade  your  stuffed  tarantula  for 
a  vintage  recording  of  Yma  Sumac.  And  we  have  the  way  to  do  it: 

The  Body  Politic' s  classified  ads.  TBP  can  take  your  message  all  over 
North  America,  and  beyond,  and  can  zero  in  on  right  where  you  live,  too. 

It's  easy  —  and  cheap.  Just  20  cents  a  word  for  personal  ads,  60  cents 
for  businesses.  You  simply  fill  in  your  message  in  the  form  below,  count  up 
the  number  of  words  and  send  it  off  to  us  with  a  cheque  or  money  order 
for  the  correct  amount.  Get  in  before  the  deadline  listed  below  and  your  ad 
will  appear  in  the  very  next  issue. 

You  can  say  just  about  anything,  but  there  are  a  few  things  you  should 
keep  in  mind .  If  you '  re  interested  in  meeting  people  it's  best  to  be  positive. 
Tell  them  about  you  rself  and  your  interests,  not  about  what  you  don't  like. 
Specifying  exclusions  on  the  basis  of  race  or  appearance  (saying  "no  fats 
or  ferns' '  for  instance)  is  just  plain  rude,  and  being  rude  doesn't  make  friends. 

Saying  that  you '  re  interested  in  meeting  people  for  sex  is  fine.  But  there  are 
a  few  restrictions  —  the  law's,  not  ours.  Under  the  Criminal  Code  of  Canada 
it  is  illegal  to  have  sex  with  anyone  of  the  same  sex  under  the  age  of  21 , 
to  have  sex  with  more  than  one  person  at  a  time  regardless  of  their  ages,  or  to 
solicit  for  the  purposes  of  prostitution .  We'  re  not  allowed  to  run  ads  that 
indicate  you  want  to  do  any  of  those  things,  either.  Otherwise  sex  is  still  legal , 
so  far.  But  to  protect  both  you  and  us,  we  reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse 
any  classified  ad. 

If  you  want  people  to  answer  you  directly,  put  your  address  or  phone 
number  in  your  message.  Or,  you  can  take  advantage  of  our  forwarding 
service.  For  only  two  dollars  extra  we'  II  assign  your  ad  a  drawer  number 
and  collect  answers  in  our  office  to  be  sent  to  you  once  a  week . 

If  you  want  to  answer  someone  else's  ad,  that's  easy,  too.  Put  your  reply 
in  an  envelope,  seal  it  and  send  it  to  us  making  sure  to  mark  on  the  front 
the  drawer  number  you '  re  re- 
sponding to.  You  don't  need  to 
send  any  money  to  answer  an  ad. 
Your  unopened  reply  will  reach  the 
person  you '  re  answering  in  just 
a  few  days. 

CONDITIONS 

All  ads  must  be  prepaid  by  money  order  or  cheque  —  do  not  send  cash  through  the  mails. 

The  Body  Politic  reserves  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad .  Late  copy  will  be  held  over  for 

the  following  issue.  Deadline  for  July  issue:  June  13 

RATES: 

Individuals:  20c  per  word,  minimum  $4.  Businesses:  60c  per  word,  minimum  $6. 

Forwarding  Service:  $2  per  ad  per  issue.  If  you  would  like  us  to  assign  your  ad  a  drawer 

number  and  forward  mail  to  you  once  a  week,  please  check  the  box  indicated  below. 

Name 


Your 

Place 

return 
address 

stamp 
here 

Drawer 

The  Body  Politic 
Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON 
M5W1X9 

Address 


Postal  Code 


□  Drawer  number  required  (Add  $2  per  ad  per  issue.) 

I  enclose  $ for 

Please  run  my  ad  in  the 


jssues 


.section. 


Print  your  ad  below 

i  in  block  letters,  one  word  per  box 

Mail  to:  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto.  ON  M5W 1X9 

THE  BODY  POLITIC/: 


CommunityPage 


The  Community  Page  is  a  listing  of  gay  groups  in 
Canada  and  Quebec  which  primarily  direct  them- 
selves toward  alleviating  or  struggling  against  gay 
oppression.  It  includes:  democratically  constituted 
organizations,  cooperatively-run  clubs  and 
community  centres,  bookstores  which  sell  gay  and 
feminist  literatwe,  and  non-profit  gay  periodicals. 
Organizations  wishing  to  be  listed,  or  to  revise  in- 
formation presently  listed,  should  contact:  The 
Body  Politic  Community  Page,  Box  7289,  Station 
A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9. 


ALBERTA 


Calgary 

Dignin   Caigar>,  Box  1492,  Station  T,  T2H  2H7, 
Ph:  (403)269-7542. 

□  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT),  PO  Box  1238,  StnM, 
T2P  2L2.  Ph:  (403)266-5304. 

□  Gay  Academic  Union,  Student  Clubs,  Rm  209, 
MacEwan  Hall,  University  of  Calgary  T2N  1N4 

□  Gay  Information  and  Resources,  Rm  312,  223 
12  Ave  SW,  T2R  0GO.  Ph:  (403)264-391 1 . 
Information  and  counselling  Monday- Saturday; 
Gay  AA  Monday;  Lesbian  discussion  Tuesday; 
Men's  discussion  Friday. 

□  Gay  Youth  Calgary,  c/o  702-816  4  Ave  SW. 
Meets  Thurs,  8  pm,  Rm  319,  223-12  Ave.  SW. 
Metropolitan  Community  Church,  PO  Box  6945, 
Stn  D,  T2P  2G2.  Ph:  (403)252-8727.  Services 
Sundays  1 1 :30  am  at  Back  Lot  Theatre. 

□  Parents  of  Gays  and  Lesbians,  c/o  MCC  Calgary, 
PO  Box  6945,  Stn  D,  T2P  2G2.  Ph:  (403)252-8727 

Edmonton 

□  Club  70,  10242-106  St.  T5J  1H7.  Ph:  (403)423- 
5051. 

□  Dignity /Edmonton,  Box  53,  T5J  2G9. 

□  Edmonton  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Organization 
(ELGRO),  Box  837,  Substation  11,  University  of 
Alberta,  T6G  2E0. 

□  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE),  Box 
1852,  T5J  2P2.  Office:  10144-101  St,  Ph: 
(403)424-8361. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  1312,  T5J 
2M8.  Ph:  (403)432-9204. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Nelson 

□The  gay  group  here  can  be  contacted  by  writing: 
Woodland,  PO  Box  326,  Nelson,  V1L  5R2. 

Prince  George 

□  The  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  contacted 
through  the  Crisis  Centre.  Ph:  (604)563-1214. 

Vancouver 

□  Dignity /Vancouver,  Box  1036,  V6B  3X5. 

□  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE),  Box  1463 
Station  A.  V6C  2P7.  Ph    (604)689-3139. 

□  Gay  People  of  Simon  Fraser,  c/o  Student  Society, 
Simon  Fraser  Univ.  Bumaby.  Ph:  (604)291-3181 
or  291-31 11. 

□  Gay  People  of  UBC,  Box  9,  Student  Union  Bldg. 
University  of  British  Columbia,  V6T  1W5. 

Ph:  (604)228-6781. 
□Gay  Radio,  c/o  Vancouver  Cooperative  Radio, 
337  Carrall  St,  V6B  2J4. 
Right',  of  Lesbians  Subcommittee,  British 
Columbia  Federation  of  Women,  1730  Stephens 
St,  V6K  3V5. 

□  Society  for  Education,  Action,  Research  and 
Counselling  In  Homosexuality  (SEARCH), 
Box  48903,  Bentall  Centre,  V7X  1A8. 

□  SEARCH  Community  Services,  28-448  Seymour 
St,  V6B  3H1.  Ph:  (604)689-1039. 

□  SEARCH  Yonth  Group,  c/o  SEARCH,  28-448 
Seymour  St.  V6B3H1. 

Victoria 

□  Feminist  Lesbian  Action  Group  (FLAG),  Box 

237,  Station  E.  V8W  2M6. 

□  University  of  Victoria  Gay  Club,  Student  Union 
Bldg,  U  of  Victoria,  Box  1700,  V8W  2Y2. 

□  WAVES,  Rights  of  Lesbians  Subcommittee,  Box 
237,  Stn  E,  V8W  2M6. 


MANITOBA 


Brandon 

□  Gay  Friends  of  Brandon,  Box  492,  R7A  5Z4. 
Ph:  (204)727-2305. 

Winnipeg 

□  Council  on  Homosexuality  and  Religion,  Box 
1912.  R3C3R2. 

□  Dignity /Winnipeg,  Box  1912,  R3C  3R2. 

□  Gays  for  Equality,  Box  27,  UMSU,  University 
of  Manitoba,  R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)269-8678. 

□  Manitoba  Physicians  for  Homosexual  Under- 
standing, Box  27,  UMSU,  University  of 
Manitoba,  R3T  2N2. 


□  Project  Lambda,  Inc.,  gay  community  services, 
PO  Box  391 1 ,  Stn  B,  R2W  5H9. 

□  Winnipeg  Gay  Community  Centre  project,  PO 
Box  391 1 ,  Station  B,  R2W  5H9. 

□  Winnipeg  Gay  Youth,  Box  27,  UMSU,  University 
of  Manitoba,  R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)269-8678. 

□  Winnipeg  Lesbian  Society,  730  Alexander  St. 
Ph:  (204)786-4581. 

NEWFOUNDLAND 

Corner  Brook 

□  Community  Homophlle  Association  of  New- 
foundland (CHAN),  Box  905,  A2H  6J2. 

□  Gay  Organization  of  Women  of  Newfound- 
land (GOWN),  may  be  contacted  at  the  address 
for  CHAN  given  above. 

St  John's 

□  Community  Homophlle  Association  of  New- 
foundland (CHAN),  Box  613,  Station  C,  A1C 
5K8 


NOVA  SCOTIA 


Halifax 

□  The  Alternate  Bookshop,  1585  Barrington  St, 
Suite  301,  B3 J  1Z8. 

□  Atlantic  Provinces  Political  Lesbians  for  Example 
(APPLE),  Box  361 1 ,  Halifax  South  Postal 
Station,  B3J  3K6. 

□Gay  Alliance  for  Equality  (GAE),  Box  361 1 , 
Halifax  South  Postal  Station,  B3J  3K6.  Ph:  (902) 
429-4294.  Gay  helpline  (information,  referrals 
and  counselling)   (902)429-6969.  Thurs,  Fri  and 
Sat,  7-10  pm. 

□Gays  and  Lesbians  at  Dalhousle  (GLAD), 
c/o  SUB  (Student  Union  Building),  Dalhousie 
University 

□  Sparrow,  gay  Christians  of  Halifax,  meet  every 
Sunday  at  7:30  pm  at  The  Turret  Community 
Centre,  1588  Barrington  St,  3rd  floor,  c/o  PO 
Box  3611,  Halifax  South  Postal  Station,  B3J  3K6. 

□The  Sisters'  Lightship,  PO  Box  361 1 ,  Halifax 
South  Postal  Stn.  Halifax,  NS  B3J  3K6. 

□  The  Turret  Gay  Community  Centre,  1588 
Barrington  Street.  Ph:  (902)423-6814. 

Wolfville 

□Gays,  PO  Box  1297,  BOP  1X0 


ONTARIO 


Chatham 

□  Chatham  Gay  Unity,  c/o  192  Sandys  St,  N7L  3P8 
Ph:  (519)354-8978. 

Collingwood 

□  Gay  Information  Centre,  PO  Box  310. 
Ph:  (705)445-8506. 

Guelph 

Guelph  Gay  Equality,  Box  773,  N1H  6L8. 
Gayline:  (519)836-4550. 

□  Guelph  Gay  Youth  Group,  Info:  (519)836-4550. 
Mon.  Wed.  &  Thurs,  8-10pm. 

Hamilton 

Mc Master  Homophlle  Association,  PO  Box  102, 
McMaster  University,  L8S  1C0.  Meets  in  6th  floor 
lounge,  Togo  Salmon  Hall,  McMaster  University, 
Wed  at  7:30  pm.  Gayline:  (416)527-0336. 
□Gay  Women  of  Hamilton  may  be  contacted  at 
the  address  given  above  for  the  McMaster 
Homophlle  Association. 

Kingston 

□  Queeen's  Women's  Centre,  51  Queen's  Crescent, 
Queen's  University,  K7L  2S7.  Ph:  (613)542-5226. 

□  Queen's  Homophlle  Association,  Student  Affairs 
Centre,  51  Queen's  Crescent,  Queen's  University. 
K7L  2S7.  Ph:  (613)547-2836. 

Kitchener/Waterloo 

□  Gay  News  and  Views,  Sun,  Tues  and  Wed, 
6:15  pm,  CKMS-FM,  94.5  MHz,  105.7  MHz 
cable. 

□  Gay  Rights  Organization  of  Waterloo  (GROW) 
Box  2632,  Station  B,  KitcheneT  N2H  6N2. 

□Kitchener- Waterloo  Gay  Media  Collective,  Box 
2741,  Station  B,  Kitchener  N2H  6N3. 

□  Lesbian  Organization  of  Kitchener  (LOOK)  Box 
2531,  Station  B.  Kitchener  N2H  6M3. 

□  Waterloo  Universities'  Gay  Liberation  Move- 
ment, Federation  of  Students,  University  of 
Waterloo,  Waterloo  N2L  3G1.  Ph:  (519)885- 
1211.  ext.  2372. 

London 

□  Gay  Action  Group  for  Equality  (GAGE),  Box 
4341.  Station  C,  N5W5J6. 


□  Gayline,  Ph:  (519)679-6423.  Info  24  hrs/day. 
Peer  counselling  Mon,  Wed,  Fri,  Sat,  7-1 1pm. 

□  Homophlle  Association  of  London,  Ontario 
(HALO)  649  Colborne  St,  N6A  3Z2. 

Ph:  (519)433-3762. 

□  London  Gay  Youth,  for  info  call  Gayline, 
Ph:  (519)679-6423. 

□  London  Lesbian  Collective,  Box  4724,  Station  C, 
N5W  5L7. 

□  Western  Gay  Association,  c/o  University 
Community  Centre,  University  of  Western 
Ontario,  Ph:  (519)679-6423. 

Mississauga  Brampton 

□  GEM,  Box  62,  Brampton,  ON  L6V  2K7. 

□  Gayline  West,  (416)791-6974.  Peer  counselling 
telephone  service. 

Ottawa 

□  Dignity,  Box  2102,  Station  D,  KIP  5W3. 

□  Gays  of  Ottawa  Gals  de  I'Outaouais,  Box  2919, 
Station  D,  KIP  5W9.  378  Elgin  St,  2nd  floor. 
Gayline:  (613)238-1717.  Business:233-0152. 

□Gay  Youth  Ottawa  Hull  Jeunesse  Gai(e)s 
d'Ottawa  Hull  may  be  contacted  at  the  same 
address  and  phone  number  as  Gays  of  Ottawa 
Meetings /Drop-in,  Wed,  8pm,  378  Elgin  St. 

□  Lesbians  of  Ottawa  Now  (LOON),  Box  4947, 
Station  E,  K1S  5J1.  Ph:  (613)238-1717. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  868, 
Station  B,  KIP  5T1.  Ph:  (613)741-0783. 

□  Task  Force  on  the  Status  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Male  Psychologists,  c/o  Canadian  Psychological 
Association,  350  rue  Sparks  Street,  Suite  602. 

Peterborough 

□Trent  Homophlle  Association,  Box  1524,  K9J 
7H7,  262  Rubidge  St.  Rm  203.  Ph:  (705)742-6229, 
Wed,  7:30-9:30  pm,  Thurs,  7:30-9:30pm. 

Thunder  Bay 

□Northern  Women's  Centre,  316  Bay  St.  P7B  1S1. 
Ph:  (807)345-7802. 

Toronto 

□  Catalyst  Press,  315  Blantyre  Ave,  Scarborough, 
M1N2S6. 

□Chatsworth  Charitable  Foundation,  29  Granby 
St,  M5B  1H8. 

□  Community  Homophlle  Association  of  Toronto 
(CHAT),  29  Granby  St,  M5B  1H8. 

□Congregation  B'Nal  Kehillah  of  Toronto  for  Gay 
Jews,   c/o  Blankstein  Design  Inc.  200  Adelaide  St 
West,  M5H  1W7.  Ph:  (416)977-0052.  9am-5-pm. 
Services  at  Holy  Trinity,  10  Trinity  Sq 
at  the  Eaton  Centre,  every  Friday  evening  at  9pm, 
with  an  Oneg  program  at  9:30  pm. 

□Dignity  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics,  Box  249, 
Station  E,  M6H  4E2.  Ph:  (416)960-3997. 

□Gay  Academic  Union,  c/o  Clarence  Barnes, 
Dept.  of  Chemical  Engineering,  University  of 
Toronto,  M5S  1A4. 

□Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous,  answering  service, 
Ph:  (416)964-3962. 

□Gay  Alliance  at  York,  c/o  Harginber,  Rm  214, 
Vanier  Residence,  York  University,  4700  Keele  St, 
Downsview,  M3J  1P3.  Meetings    Tues,  8pm. 
Ph:  (416)667-3632,  667-3509. 

□  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE),  Box  793, 
Station  Q,  M4T  2N7.  Ph:  (416)964-0148. 

□Gay  Anarchists,  c/o  Ian  Young,  315  Blantyre 
Ave,  Scarborough,  M1N  2S6. 

□Gay  Community  Calendar.  (416)923-GAYS,  24- 
hour  recorded  message. 

□Gay  Community  Services  Centre,  29  Granby  St, 
M5B  1H8.  Distress  and  counselling  line:  (416) 
364-9835.  Drop-in  Mon-Thurs,  7-10:30  pm; 
Fri  &  Sat  to  11:30  Dm. 

□Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto,  c/o  MCC,  29  Granby 
St,  M5B  1H8.  Ph:  (416)364-9799.  Offers  support, 
advice,  and  dinner  twice  a  month. 

□Gay  Youth  Toronto,  29  Granby  St,  Suite  301 , 
M5B  1H8.  Ph:  (416)366-5664.  Meetings  at  the  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre,  Tues,  7:30pm. 

□Gays at  U  of  T  ,  c/o  SAC  Office,  12  Hart 
House  Circle,  University  of  Tomto,  M5S  1A1. 
Meets  Thurs,  7:30pm,  33  St.  George  St. 

□  Glad  Day  Bookstore,  4  Collier  St  at  Yonge, 
M4W  1L7.  Ph:  (416)961-4161. 

□  Harbinger  Gay  Men's  Drop-In,    Tues,  2- 5pm , 
Rm  215,  Vanier  Residence,  York  University, 
Ph:  (416)667-3632,  667-3509. 

□  Hassle-Free  Clink,  2  Homewood  Ave,  Suite  101 . 
M4Y  2J9.  Ph:  (416)922-3323.  VD  testing  and  info 

□  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends.  PO 
Box  873,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N9.  Ph:  (416)921-4778 

□  Lesbian  Orgai  zatlon  of  Toronto  (LOOT), 
342  Jarvis  St,  M4Y  2G6,  Ph:  (416)960-3249. 

□Metropolitan  Community  Church,  29 Granby  St, 
M5B  1H8.  Ph:  (416)364-9799. 

□  Parents  of  Gays,  c/o  29  Granby  St,  M5B  1H8, 
Ph:  (416)484-4634. 

□  Pink  Triangle  Press,  Box  639,  Station  A, 
M5W  1G2.  Ph:  (416)863-6320. 

□  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (defence  committee 
for  The  Barracks  accused),  meets  2nd  Mon.  each 
month,  8pm,  519  Church  St.  Mail:  29  Granby  St, 
M5B1H8. 


□TAG,  Box  6706,  Station  A,  M5W  1X5 
Ph:  (416)964-6600.  Peer  Counselling  service. 

□  Toronto  Gay  Press  Club,  c/o  Metropolitan 
Community  Church,  29  Granby  St,  M5B  1H8. 

□Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  85  Harbord  St, 

M5S  1G5.  Ph:  (416)922-8744. 
□Transvestites  in  Toronto,  Box  873,  Station  A 

M5W  1G3.  Ph:  (416)466-7112. 
□Tri-Aid  Charitable  Foundation,  8  Irwin  Ave 

M4Y  1K9.  Ph:  (416)924-2525. 
□Wages  Due  Lesbians,  Box  38,  Station  E,  M6G 

4El.Ph:  (416)465-6822. 

□  Women's  Archives,  Box  928,  Station  Q,  M4T  2P1 

□  York  Rainbow  Society  of  the  Deaf,  c/o  MCC, 
29  Granby  St,  M5B  1H8. 

Windsor 

□  Windsor  Gay  Unity,  PO  Box  7002,  Sandwich 
Postal  Stn,  N9C  3Y6.  Gayline:  (519)252-0979. 
Gayline  is  answered  by  a  woman  Tuesdays  7  to 

"    10  pm. 


QUEBEC 


Abitibi 

□Association  gale  de  r  Abitibi,  a/s  ADGQ,  CP  36, 
Succursale  C,  Montreal,  H2L  4J7. 

Hull 

□  Association  Gaie  de  I'Ouest  Quebecols  (AGOQ), 

CP  1215,  SuccB,  J8X3X7.  Ph  (819)778-1737. 

Montreal 

□  Androgyny  Bookstore,  1217  Crescent  St, 
H3G2Bl,Ph:  (514)866-2131. 

□  Association  Communautalre  Homosexuelle  de 
I'Unlversite  de  Montreal,  3200,  Jean-Bnllant, 
Local  1265-6,  Pav  des  Sciences  Sociales, 
University  de  Montreal,  H3T  1N8. 

□  Association  pour  les  droits  de  la  communaute  gale 
du  Quebec,  (ADGQ),  CP  36,  Succursale  C,  H2L 
4J7.  1264  St.  Timothee.  Ph:  (514)843-8671. 

□  Comlte  de  sou  lien  aux  accuses  du  Truxx,  c  /  o  1 2 1 7 
Crescent,,  H3G  2B1. 

□Coop  Femmes,  3617  Boulevard  St  Laurent, 
H2X  2V5.  Ph:  (514)843-8998. 

□  Dignity/Montreal,  Newman  Centre,  3484  Peel  St, 
Ph:  (514)392-6741. 

Eglise  Communautalre  de  Montreal,  Montreal 
Community  Church,  CP  610,  Succursale  NDG, 
H4A3R1.  Ph:  (514)845-4471. 

□  Eglise  du  Disciple  Bien- Aime,  4376  De  La  Roche. 
Ph:  (514)279-5381. 

i  !  Federation  canadienne  des  transsexuels,  16  rue 
Viau,  Vaudreuil  J7V  1A7. 

□Gay  Friends  of  Concordia  meet  every  Thurs  in 
Rm  621 ,  Hall  Bldg,  at  4  pm,  c/o  DSA,  1455  Ouest 
Boul  de  Maisonneuve.  Ph:  (514)937-0200. 

□  Gay  Health  Clinic,  Montreal  Youth  Clinic /CI  in- 
ique  des  Jeunes  de  Montreal,  3658  Sainte-Famille, 
H2X  2L5.  Ph:  (514)843-7885,  843-5255.  Mon, 
Wed  &  Fri  evngs. 

□Gay  Info,  Box  610,  Station  NDG,  H4A  3R1 . 

Ph:  (514)486-4404,  Mon-Sat,  7-11  pm. 
□Gayline:  (514)931-8668  or  931-5330.  Seven  days  a 

week,  7-11  pm. 
□Gay  McGIU.  University  Centre,  3480  McTavish, 

H3A  1X9. 
□Gay  Social  Services  Project,  5  Weredale  Park, 

H3Z1Y5.  Ph:  (514)937-9581. 
□Gay  Women  of  McGill  meet  Tues,  8pm, 

Women's  Union,  University  Centre,  3480 

McTavish,  H3A  1X9,  Rm  425-6.  Ph:  Gayline  or 

(514)866-2131. 
□Gay  Youth  Group,  open  to  gay  males  14-22, 

meets  Saturdays  2*4  pm,  call  Gayline  for  info. 

□  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  Friends,  c/o  305 
Willibrord  Ave,  Verdun,  H4G  2T7.  Ph:  (514) 
766-9623. 

□  N  ACHES:  Gay  Jewish  Discussion  Group.  Box 
298,  Station  H,  H3G  2K8.  Ph:  (514)488-0849* 

□  Parents  of  Gays,  c/o  Box  610,  Station  NDG, 
H4A  3R1.  Ph:  (514)4864404. 

□  Productions  88, 1406  rue  de  la  Visitation  No  3, 
H2L  3B8. 

□Transvestites  a  Montreal,  social  support  for  trans- 
vestites, PO  Box  153,  Stn  Victoria,  H3Z  2V5. 
Ph:  (514)4864404  (Thurs  &  Fri  only). 

□Women's  Information  and  Referral  Centre, 
3585  St  Urbain,  H2X  2N6.  Open  Mon-Fri,  9  am- 
5pm;  Tues,  5pm-9pm.  Ph:  (514)8424781. 

Quebec 

□  Centre  Homophlle  d' Aide  et  de  Liberation 
(CHAD,  CP  596,  Haute-ville,  G1R  4R8.  175  rue 
Prince-Edouard.  Ph:  (418)5254997. 

□  Groupe  gale  de  I'Unlversite  Laval,  CP  2500,  Pavil- 
ion Lemieux,  Cite  Universitaire,  Quebec  G1K  7P4 
Ph:  (418)656-5800. 

□Paroiaae  Saint-Robert  (Eglise  catbolique 
eucharistique),  310,  rue  de  la  Couronne, 
G1K6E4. 

Sherbrooke 

■:  !CH AL-Estrle,  CP  203,  Succursale  Jacques- 
Cartier,  J1J3Y1. 


40/THE  BODY  POLITIC 


JUNE  1979 


Check  out 


publications! 

Gay  publications  are  springing  up 

right  across  this  country. 

They're  good,  and  they've  got 

something  to  say  to  you. 

Check  them  out  —  write  the  following 

addresses  for  subscription  and  other 

information. 


Gay  Calgary 

312,233-12  Ave S.W. 
Calgary,  AB  T2R  OG9 


Out 


Box  2741 ,  Station  B 
Kitchener,  ON,  K2H  6N3 


Lesbians/ Lesbiennes 

Box  2531,  Station  B 
Kitchener,  ON 


Gay  Saskatchewan 

Box  7508,  Saskatoon,  SK 


Gay  Tide 

Box  1463,  Station  A 

Vancouver,  BC 

V6C  2P7 


SASKATCHEWAN 

Carrot  River 

Carrot  River  Gays,  c/o  18-303  Queen  St,  Saska- 
toon S7K  0M1 .  For  Melfort-TisdaJe  area. 

Kindersley 

D  West  Central  Gays  (Kindersley-Eston-Rosetown), 
c/o  Drawer  1,  PO  Box  7508,  Saskatoon. 

Moose  Jaw 

D  Moose  Jaw  Gay  Community  Centre,  c  /  o  Box 

1778,  S6H  7K8. 

Prince  Albert 

Prince  Albert  Gay  Community  Centre,  Box  1893 
S6V  6J9. 

Regina 

□  Atropos  Fellowship  Society/Odyssey  Club, 

2242  Smith  St. 
DGay  Regina,  political  action  group,  c/o  2242 
Smith  St,  Regina,  Ph:  (306)525-8915. 

Saskatoon 

DGay  Academic  Union,  Box  419,  Sub-PO  6, 

S7N0W0. 
DGay  Community  Centre,  Box  1662.  S7K  3R8. 

245-3rd  Ave  South.  Ph:  (306)652-0972. 
□Grapevine,  a  group  for  Christian  and  Jewish  gays. 

Ph:  (306)343-5963. 
GLecbbui  Caucus,  Saskatoon  Women's  Liberation, 

Box4021,S7K3Tl. 

i  Stubble  Jumper  Press,  21-303  Queen  St,  S7K 

0M1. 
D Subcommittee  on  Gay  Rights,  c/o  Saskatchewan 

Association  on  Human  Rights,  31 1  20th  St  W, 

S7M0X1. 


PROVINCIAL 


D  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO), 

PO  Box  822,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1G3. 
Manitoba  Gay  Coalition,  Box  27,  UMSU, 
University  of  Manitoba,  Winnipeg,  MB,  R3T  2N2 
JOntario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus,  Box  543,  Station 
F,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2L8.  Ph:  (416)654-1 183. 

□  Saskatchewan  Gay  Coalition,  Box  7508, 
Saskatoon,  SK. 

Binatlonal  Gay  Youth  Coalition,  Canadian  head 
office:  29  Granby  St,  Suite  301 ,  Toronto,  ON 
MSB  1H8.  Ph:  (416)366-5664. 

□  Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639,  Station  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1G2. 

D  Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Coalition/ 

Coalition  canadicnne  pour  les  droits  des 

lesbiennes  et  des  gais  (CLGRC/CCDLG),  CP 

2919  Succursale  D,  Ottawa,  ON  KIP  5W9. 

Ph:  (613)233-0152. 
DCoailtion  blnationale  pour  la  jeunesse  gaie, 

Siege  social  quebecois:  CP  753,  Succursale  H, 

Montreal,  PQ  H3G  2M7. 
H Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien,  Box  608. 

Station  K,  Toronto,  ON  M4P  2H1 . 
D International  Gay  Association.  Secretariat:  c/o 

C.H.L.R.,  PO  Box  931 ,  Dublin  4,  Ireland. 
DThe  John  Damien  Foundation,  Box  983, 

Adelaide  St  Stn,  Toronto,  ON  M5C  2K4. 
DNew  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus,  Box  792, 

Station  F,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2N7. 

Older  Lesbians  and  Gays,  Box  6248,  Station  A, 

Toronto,  ON  M5W  1P6. 

□  Prairie  Regional  Office,  CLGRC/CCDLG,  Box 
27,  UMSU,  University  of  Manitoba,  Winnipeg, 
MB  R3T  2N2. 

L  J  Regroupement  national  des  lesbiennes  et  gais  dn 
Quebec,  CP  1 104,  Succ  Place  d'Armes, 
Montreal,  Quebec  H2Y  3J6. 


PUBLICATIONS 

D  After  Stonewall,  Box  2051,  Winnipeg,  MB 

R3B  3M2. 
DThe  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto, 

ONM5W  1X9. 

□  Forum,  a  publication  of  the  CLGRC/CCDLG, 
CP  36,  Succursale,  C,  Montreal,  PQ  H2L  4J7. 

□  Gay  Calgary,  312.  223-12  Ave  SW,  Calgary.  AB 
T2R0G9. 

□  Gay  Saskatchewan,  PO  Box  7508,  Saskatoon. 

I  IGayTWe,  Box  1463,  Station  A,  Vancouver,  BC 
V6C  2P7. 

□  Le  Berdacbe,  CP  36.  Succursale  C,  Montreal, 
Quebec  H2L  4J7 

)  Lesbians/ l*tbieaiiei.  Box  2531,  Station  B. 

Kitchener,.  ON 
Metro  Community  News,  29  Granby  St,  Toronto, 
ONM5B  IH8. 
I  lOUT,  Box  2741.  Station  B.  Kitchener.  ON 
K2H6N3. 

□  Oat  aad  About,  Box  27,  UMSU.  University  of 
Manitoba.  R3T  2N2 


LAUNDRY  ISNT  THE  ONLY  THING 
TO  DO  ON  SUNDAYS 

Regis  Film  Programme  has  great  classic  films 
at  Innis  Town  Hall  on  Sundays. 
For  information,  call  960-1442. 

REGIS  FILM  PROGRAMME,  BOX  102,  STATION  P,  TORONTO,  ON  M5S  2J0 


CANADA'S    OLDEST   PENPAL  CLUB    FOR   GAY    MEN 

GAVmflTES 

members    across    Canada   and    US 
P.O.Box    3043b,  Saskatoon,   Sask      S7K  3S9 


CHEVROLET 


CORVETTE 
CAPRICE 
CITATION 


"f" 


CUTLASS 
TORONADO 


BRIAN  MORRISON 


Chevrolet  Yonge  Oldsmobile 

1 360  Yonge  Street 


Toronto,  Ontario  M4T 1Y3 


925-1131 
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OutlnTheCity 


Gerald  Hannon  and  Bill  Lewis 


I  know  a  place... 


If  you're  the  kind  of  man  who  gets  ner- 
vous about  sex  unless  the  two  of  you  are 
tucked  in  under  the  sheets  with  Rush  at 
the  ready,  K-Y  discreetly  in  the  top 
drawer  and  a  man-size  box  of  Kleenex 
just  under  the  bed,  then  sex  in  one  of 
our  city  parks  is  probably  not  for  you.  It 
will  make  you  tense.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  you  like  the  idea  of  prowling 
about  among  the  trees  on  a  hot  summer 
night,  enjoy  fresh  air,  and  for  a  change 
wouldn't  mind  coming  home  not  smell- 
ing as  if  you'd  rubbed  your  hair  in  an 
ashtray,  then  park  cruising  can,  on  oc- 
casion be  a  delicious  alternative  to 
another  round  at  Buddy's.  And  the  most 
it  can  cost  is  a  subway  token  or  two. 

Every  city  has  a  park.  In  Halifax  it's 
the  Citadel,  in  Winnipeg  the  Hill,  in 
Montreal  it's  the  Mountain.  Even  Fred- 
ericton  has  the  Green  winding  pictures- 
quely along  the  St  John  River,  though 
locals  still  recall  the  night  a  lost,  confus- 
ed and  very  frightened  moose  galloped 
crazily  down  the  Green,  flushing  half  the 
city's  gay  population  out  of  the  bushes. 
That  made  some  people  totally  tense. 

Most  men  who  go  to  the  parks  for  sex 
do  not,  however,  worry  about  being 
trampled  underfoot  by  large  mammals. 
They  worry  about  the  police  and  about 
gangs  of  straight  thugs.  They  are  not 
paranoid.  Gay  men  have  been  beaten  on 
the  neatly  manicured  grass  of  many  a 
Toronto  park,  and  more  are  arrested 
each  year  by  policemen  wearing  tight 
jeans,  open  shirts  and  a  seductive  smile. 
Touching  someone,  remember,  no  mat- 
ter how  tentatively,  is  known  in  this 
country  as  "indecent  assault"  and  it  is 
perfectly  legal  for  the  police  to  tempt 
you  into  doing  it. 

There's  risk  involved  in  every  park 
outing  —  as  there  is  in  most  things  these 
violent  days,  even  in  the  baths. 

In  a  couple  of  Toronto  parks  virtually 
every  kind  of  activity  —  from  a  prepara- 
tory kiss  to  a  full-fledged  orgy  involving 
five  or  six  men,  has  happened.  Here, 
you  can  spend  time  with  men  you  never 
say  a  word  to,  or  you  can  talk  before, 
during  or  after,  you  can  meet  people 
who  are  just  coming  out  as  well  as  men 
you've  seen  in  every  bar  and  bath  in 
town,  you  can  even  ask  someone  to 
come  home  with  you  —  and  he'll  come. 
You  can  also  cruise  for  half  an  hour  and 
not  meet  anybody,  or  get  turned  down 
by  everybody  you  meet.  That's  rare 
though.  People  are  not  so  picky  in  the 
parks.  I've  spent  time  with  men  whose 
glance  would  have  frozen  the  beer  in  my 
glass  if  I'd  cruised  them  at  a  bar. 

Now  where  does  all  this  happen? 
Starting  beneath  St  Clair  Ave  and  wind- 
ing south  for  almost  a  mile  through  staid 
Rosedale,  the  deep  ravine  which 
comprises  Toronto's  David  Balfour 
Park  is  densely  wooded  on  both  sides. 
Dizzy-making  footpaths  criss-cross  the 
steep  sides  and  make  the  park  no  place 
for  those  with  poor  eyesight  or  balance. 
While  it  may  not  be  true  that  around  the 
clock  365  days  a  year  men  are  having  sex 
here,  it's  probably  as  close  to  that  as 
anywhere  in  the  city.  A  friend  who  lives 
close  by  Balfour  prides  himself  on  cruis- 
ing the  park  throughout  the  winter,  bliz- 
zards and  all. 

But,  beginning  on  warm  evenings  in 
early  spring,  the  park  is  transformed  by 


50  to  100  winter-weary  men  sauntering 
along  the  paths,  sitting  on  the  picnic 
tables  chatting,  or  having  sex  in  any 
number  of  small  clearings  in  the  bush. 
On  overcast  nights,  the  reflected  city 
lights  give  the  park  a  bright,  eerie  lumin- 
escence —  more  than  enough  light  to 
choose  someone  attractive.  On  clear, 
moonless  nights,  however,  it  can  be  very 
dark  and  you'll  need  good  night  vision. 
The  cruising  atmosphere  here  is  relaxed 
and  casual,  and  there  is  a  surprising  lack 
of  the  furtiveness  which  characterizes 
public  sex  elsewhere.  This  may  be  due  to 
the  large  number  of  openly  gay  men  who 
go  to  Balfour. 

While  certain  areas  of  the  park  can  be- 
come crowded  with  gay  men  late  in  the 
evening,  Balfour  allows  you  to  drift 
away  from  the  sexually  charged  areas 
when  you  wish.  Some  nights  when  the 
breezes  are  warm  and  the  sky  clear,  I  like 
to  wander  down  isolated  paths  where  I 
can  be  alone,  or  sit  at  the  edge  of  the 
gurgling  brook.  Except  for  the  well-to- 
do,  urban  gay  men  get  few  chances  to  be 
out  of  the  city,  and  at  David  Balfour  at 
night  you  can  almost  ignore  nearby  traf- 
fic and  pretend  you're  in  a  real  wood- 
land. 

The  sweet  smell  of  summer  leaves,  the 
midnight  coolness  deep  in  the  ravine,  the 
statuesque  or  dumpy  outlines  of  trees 
against  the  sky:  experiences  not  usually 
available  to  city-dwellers.  There's  visual 
magic  in  just  watching  forms  emerge 
from  obscurity  —  forms  of  trees,  or  of 
men  —  and  return  to  darkness  with  only 
the  cry  of  a  thrush  as  soundtrack.  Now 
and  then  the  empty  woods  can  suddenly 
turn  completely  human,  when  a  male 
throat  is  cleared,  or  a  cigarette  is  lit.  I've 
also  been  charmed  by  a  family  of  rac- 
coons playing  along  the  banks  of  the 


stream  at  night.  In  a  bar  you  can't  es- 
cape the  cruising;  here,  you  can,  and  re- 
enter it  if  and  when  you  wish. 

Perhaps  the  most  pleasant  advantage 
of  David  Balfour,  though,  is  the  oppor- 
tunity of  meeting  someone  during  the 
day.  I  remember  once,  on  my  lunch 
break,  following  a  man  up  a  steep  path 
through  the  bush  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  park.  From  the  gloomy  underbrush, 
neither  one  of  us  was  prepared  to  emerge 
into  a  cupped-out  hollow  in  the  hillside, 
brilliant  with  direct  sun.  Turning  to  each 
other  with  sheepish  grins,  we  proceeded 
to  have  a  marvelous  time  —  the  sun  and 
natural  isolation  providing  a  quality  not 
found  in  encounters  elsewhere. 

Police  are  not  infrequent  visitors  to 
Balfour.  Often  parking  at  the  main  en- 
trance near  Rosehill  and  Avoca  Av- 
enues, their  presence  results  in  a  slow 
exodus  of  gay  men  from  the  park.  Oc- 
casionally a  more  panicked  exodus  oc- 
curs when  the  police  drive  down  into  the 
park  with  glaring  search  lights  probing 
the  bushes.  Contrary  to  what  the  cops 
may  tell  you,  it  is  not  in  any  way  illegal 
to  walk  in  a  city  park  after  dark.  There 
are,  however,  city  by-laws  against 
"littering"  and  against  "indulging  in 
boisterous,  unseemly  or  unlawful 
conduct  or  using  profane,  indecent  or 
abusive  language  in  a  City  Park"  (so 
when  in  the  park  don't  talk  dirty  or 
throw  your  Kleenex  on  the  ground).  Do 
remember  that  almost  any  sex  outside  of 
your  bedroom  at  home  is  unlawful  con- 
duct. 

Innocent  straights  almost  never  ven- 
ture into  the  park  after  dark,  and  when 
they  do,  they  manage  to  remain  remark- 
ably oblivious  to  the  gay  cruising.  Don't 
be  alarmed  by  the  regular  flashlights  of 
one  elderly  couple  —  their  attention  is 
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entirely  focussed  on  dew  worms. 

More  threatening  are  groups  of  young 
thugs  which  sometimes  roam  the  park 
noisily.  Fortunately,  they  tend  to  avoid 
the  paths  where  most  cruising  goes  on, 
probably  because  they  are  badly  out- 
numbered there.  To  be  safe,  avoid  the 
isolated  open  area  at  the  south  end,  un- 
less you  are  with  others.  Better  yet,  be- 
fore going  to  the  park  at  night,  go  dur- 
ing the  day  when  it  is  safer  and  you  can 
familiarize  yourself  with  the  complex 
path  system.  Later  at  night  be  alert  and 
detour  to  avoid  noise  makers,  who  most 
likely  are  not  gay. 

Riverdale  Park  straddles  the  Don 
River  (and  the  parkway  —  at  night  a 
distracting  jumble  of  sulphurous  yellow 
driving  lights),  nudging  up  against  the 
sand-blasted  brick  homes  of  Cabbage- 
town  on  the  west,  and  facing  the  tenta- 
tive new  chic  of  Riverdale  on  the  east. 
Don  Jail  glowers  at  its  south  end  (a  nice 
little  memory  jog  that),  while  the  whole 
thing  peters  to  a  stop  at  a  public  swim- 
ming pool  about  two  blocks  south  of  the 
Danforth.  It  is  an  odd  park,  almost  tree- 
less (there  are  a  few  at  the  north  and 
south  ends),  and  shaped  like  a  large 
green  trough.  There's  a  good  quarter- 
mile  track  on  the  east  side,  as  well  as  two 
baseball  diamonds  and  a  soccer  field. 

Unless  you  vanish  into  the  bushes  at 
the  steep  north  end,  you  could  end  up  in 
what  feels  like  a  large  amphitheatre. 
This  can  have  its  advantages.  People 
can't  really  see  what  you're  doing,  but 
you  can  see  anyone  coming  long  before 
they  have  a  chance  of  reaching  you  — 
even  if  they  run.  Riverdale  should  be  one 
of  our  safest  parks  —  but  some  of  the 
most  vicious  attacks  have  taken  place 
there.  One  man  took  six  months  to  re- 
cover, another  suffered  permanent  brain 
damage.  Both  made  one  very  basic  mis- 
take —  they  cruised  a  group. 

Gay  men  do  not  cruise  in  groups. 
Ever.  If  you  see  a  group  of  men  saunter- 
ing towards  you  —  if  you  see  two  men 
checking  you  out  —  head  the  other  way. 
The  only  safe  groups  of  men  are  the 
groups  that  are  already  having  sex  to- 
gether. 

Once  in  Riverdale,  I  spent  nearly  two 
hours  with  a  young  East  Indian  who 
seemed  to  want  to  do  nothing  but  cuddle 
and  kiss.  We  were  fiat  out  in  the 
grass  near  the  fence  separating 
the  park  from  the  expressway.  That 
encounter  gives  some  of  the  flavour  of 
Riverdale  —  it's  the  kind  of  park  where 
you  expect  to  meet  the  young  and  the 
immigrant,  men  who  do  not  know  about 
the  commercial  scene  or  who  may  be  re- 
luctant to  go  there  because  of  language 
difficulties,  or  for  fear  of  being  seen.  (1 
also  had  a  fine  time  with  a  man  who 
cruised  me  from  a  chair  he'd  been  carr\ 
ing  through  the  park.  He'd  picked  it  up 
from  someone's  garbage,  and  was  taking 
it  home  to  refinish.  Needless  to  say.  he 
knew  what  he  was  doing). 

Best  cruising?  Definitely  the  north 
end,  both  around  the  pool  and  directly 
below  by  the  baseball  diamond.  Cops? 
Sometimes  they  pace  their  cruiser  dov,  n 
the  service  road  at  the  south  end,  which 
may  explain  why  the  action's  further 
north.  Watch  out  for?  Your  Guccis  —it 
gets  very  muddy  near  the  track,  especial- 
ly after  a  rain.D 
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Blais 


Nights  in  the  Underground.  Night  after  night 
through  the  winter  in  a  club  called  The  Underground, 
Geneviere  and  her  friends  live  out  their  loves  and  tra- 
gedies apart  from  the  day-to-day  life  of  the  city.  Marie- 
Claire  Blais  latest  novel  is  bound  to  bring  her  a  wide  new 
audience.  ($8.95  +  .35)  $9.30 

Also  by  Marie-Claire  Blais: 

The  Manuscripts  of  Pauline  Archange.  Winner  of 
the  Governor-General's  Award,  the  story  of  a  pre- 
adolescent  girl  who  most  assuredly  will  grow  up  to  be 
a  lesbian.  "Gloriously  well  written."  ($1 .50  +  .35)  $1.85 

David  Sterne.  "My  name  is  David  Sterne.  I  have  black 
hair,  blue  eyes.  I  am  not  your  typical  thief...."  No. 
David  is  also  a  hustler  and  nihilist.  ($8.95  +  .35)  $9.30 
The  Wolf.  Steps  beyond  the  expected  into  a  milieu  of 
dark  passion,  a  human  wolf  stalking  willing  prey. 
($8.95 +.35)  $9.30 

St  Lawrence  Blues.  A  snappy  story  of  Quebec's 
underworld  and  the  people  who  inhabit  it. 
($1.50 +.35)  $1.85 

All  five  titles  for  $25.00;  save  $6.60 


i.i.ii.i.ii.ii.i.i.i.iiii;i.ii.i.i.i.i.i,;.n,i,i,i, 

illlIIBlli;?ii 


— 


REPORT: 

Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Speak  Out  About  Sexual 
Experiences  &  Lifestyles 


'A  nrsf-rcf-e  book;'-  chks 


~A  fascinating  challenging  study"-  .vhwa  swoi 
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nprehensive.  moving. 


Tliis  is  not  a  book  of  statistics;  Si  is.  a  book  of 
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KARIAIA5T&  ALLEN  YOUNG 


Jay&Jfoung 

The  Gay  Report  by  Karla  Jay  and  Allen  Young. 
Anyone  curious  about  the  feelings,  lifestyles  and  beliefs  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  will  find  this  book  an  invaluable  re- 
source. Materia]  drawn  from  more  than  4000  questionnaires 
covers  topics  from  self-image,  role-playing,  sexual  hang-ups 
to  fidelity,  fantasies  and  social  pressures.  The  work  that  could 
be  the  gay  publishing  event  of  the  '70s. 
($19.95 +.50)  $20.45 

Also  available  from  Jay  and  Young: 

Out  of  the  Closets:  Voices  of  Gay  Liberation.  The  ori- 
ginal edition  of  this  pioneering  collection  by  more  than  30 
writers.  A  great  intro  to  gay  liberation.  ($3.95+  .35)  $4.30 

After  You're  Out:  Personal  Experiences  of  Gay  Men 
and  Lesbian  Women.  The  realities  of  living  as  an  open  gay 
person,  commented  on  by  27  contributors.  ($1 .95  +  .35)  $2.30 

Lavender  Culture:  The  Perceptive  Voices  of  Outspoken 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.  More  than  40  writers  explore  gay 
creativity  —  currently  a  runaway  bestseller. 
($2. 50 +.35)  $2.85 

All  four  titles  for  only  $25.00;  save  $5.90 


Rich 


On  Lies,  Secrets  and  Silence:  Selected  Prose 
1966-1978.  With  courage  and  sensitivity,  Adrienne  Rich 
explores  the  vast  uncharted  areas  that  are  the  common 
ground  between  woman  and  woman,  between  black  and 
white  sisters  —  the  lesbian  potential  that,  in  Rich's  view, 
resides  in  all  women.  Fiercely  honest  and  revelatory; 
invaluable  for  men  as  well  as  women. 
($18.95 +.50)  $19.45 

Also  by  Adrienne  Rich: 

The  Dream  of  a  Common  Language:  Poems  1974  to 
1977.  In  this  book  the  "common  language"  begins  to  form 
and  is  applied  to  woman-to-woman  relationships,  loss, 
grief  and  the  reintegration  of  mind  and  body. 
($3.95  +.35)  $4.30 

Of  Woman  Born:  Motherhood  as  Experience 

and  Institution.  "Carries  emotional  impact  with  a  vision- 
ary kind  of  energy...  an  attempt  to  create  a  new  form." 
($2.95 +  .35)  $3.30 

All  three  titles  for  $23.50;  save  $3.55 
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ENNE  RICH 


Ruling  Passions.  The  autobiography  of  Tom  Driberg,  this  posthumous 
work  is  "unfolded  in  that  scalding  prose  style  for  which  Driberg  was  renown, 
with  much  dramatic  indident  and  with  a  strange  dignity.  The  ruling  passion? 
Homosexuality.  ($6.50+  .35)  $6.85 

Christopher  Isherwood:  A  Critial  Biography  by  Brian  Finney. 
Isherwood  says  that  all  his  novels  are  a  kind  of  fictitious  autobiography.  In  this 


perceptive  study,  Finney  intersperses  biographical  detail  with  criticism  of  the 

works.  Photos  included.  ($18.75  +  .50)  $19.25 

We  have  11  other  Isherwood  titles  in  paperback,  including: 

Goodbye  to  Berlin  ($2.75  +  .35)  $3.10 
A  Single  Man  ($2.50+  .35)  $2.85,  and 
Christopher  and  His  Kind  ($2.75  +  .35)  $3.10  (Hardcover  special:  $4.45) 


Gay  books  from  Glad  Day 


Glad  Day  Books  started  more  than  eight  years  ago 
and  now  has  stores  in  Toronto,  at  4  Collier  Street 
just  north  of  Bloor  and  Yonge  (phone  961-4161) 
and  in  Boston  at  22  Bromfield  Street  (542-0144). 

To  order  books  by  mail  from  Glad  Day,  simply 
check  the  boxes  at  the  right  for  the  titles  you  want 
and  enclose  a  cheque  or  money  order  for  the  total 
amount.  You  can  charge  your  purchase  by  provid- 
ing the  necessary  information  in  the  box  in  the 
bottom  right  hand  corner  of  this  form. 

Name 


Address. 


Qty. 


DNights  in  the  Underground $9.30 

□  The  Manuscripts  of  Pauline  Archange $1.85 

□  David  Sterne $9.30 

□The  Wolf $9.30 

□St  Lawrence  Blues $1.85 

□  All  5  lilies  by  Marie-Claire  Blais $25.00 

□The  Gay  Report $20.45 

□  Out  of  the  Closets $4.30 

□  After  You're  Out  $2.30 

□  Lavender  Culture $2.85 

□  All  4  titles  by  Jay  and  Young $25.00 
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□  On  Lies,  Secrets  and  Silence $19.45 

□The  Dream  of  a  Common  Language $4.30 

□Of  Woman  Born $3.30 

□  All  3  titles  by  Adrienne  Rich $23.50 

□  Ruling  Passions $6.85 


□  Christopher  Isherwood:A  Critical  Biography $19.25 

□  Goodbye  to  Berlin $3.10 

□  A  Single  Man $2.85 

□Christopher  and  His  Kind  (paperback) $3.10 

□  Christopher  and  His  Kind  (hardcover) $4.45 

□  Please  send  me  a  Glad  Day  catalogue $  .25 

Total  enclosed $ 

Cheques  should  be  made  payable  to  Glad  Day  Books. 
Mail  your  order  to:  Glad  Day,  4  Collier  St,  2nd  floor, 
Toronto,  ON  Canada  M4W 1L7.  Please  allow  four  to 
six  weeks  for  delivery  —  we're  speedy,  but  we  can't 
make  any  claims  for  the  Post  Office. 


Code_ 


Please  charge  this  purchase  to  VISA  card  number: 

Expiry 

Signature . 


